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Hon. A. L. LOTON: There is no mention
in the clause of chaff or meadow hay. The
Minister will realise that in the past hay
and meadow hay and chaff have been
serious causes of the spread of noxious
weeds. Chaff and hay from areas badly
infested with double gees, turnip, wild
radish and cape tulip have been gathered
and sent to other areas. If we are going
to make the Act effective and prevent the
spread of weeds, then bay, chaff and
meadow hay must be brought within the
scope of the measure. I would like to know
whether that can be done, and if so I: will
try to have an amendment prepared and
the Bill could be recommitted for its con-
sideration tomorrow.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Although I am not sure on the point, I
think that comes under paragraph (a). I
have no objection to the words "'pro-
hibited seeds in hay or chaff."

H-on. A. L. Loton: Very well. I will not
move an amendment at this stage.

Mon. A. R. Jones: It seems to me that
hay, chaff and so on should come within
the provision dealing with fodder.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We should be careful in this regard. I
believe the point is covered in paragraph
(a).

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: This Bill
deals only with seeds, and not with chaff.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A person could be prosecuted for selling
prohibited seeds, no matter how they
were sold.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 10 to 21-agreed to.
Clause 22-Evidence of person being a

seed analyst or inspector:,
The MINSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I move an amendment-
That at the end of the clause the

words "shall be sufficient" be added.
The onus of proof was struck out in an-
other place.

Amendment put and Passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 23 to 26, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland): I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 3 p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.40 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
2.15 p.m and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

SWAN RIVER.

As to Report on Pollution.

Mr. SHEARN asked the Minister for
Works:

Can he say when it is anticipated the
report by the Director of Government
Chemnical Laboratories, to whom the in-
vestigation of specific aspects of Swan
river pollution was entrusted, will be re-
ceived by him and made public?

The MINISTER replied:,
Investigations and the compilation of

data preliminary to a full report must
necessarily include seasonal observations.
An early report on these matters is not an-
ticipated.
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WATER SUPPLIES
As to Summer Pumping.
Mundaring-Kalgoorlie

Ron. E. NULSEN asked the Minister for
Water Supply:

(1) What is the "summer time" average
daily quantity of water that leaves Mun-
daring Weir through the Goldfields water
pipes?

(2) How much of it is consumed between
the weir and Merredin, and at Merredin?

(3) How much consumed at Southern
Cross and in between Merredin and South-
emn Cross?

(4) How much reaches No. 8 pump?
(5) What is Kalgoorlie average daily

summer supply?
(6) What is Norseman average daily

summer supply?
The MINISTER replied:
(1.) 8.7 Million gallons.
(2) 3.1 million gallons between Mundar-

ing Weir and No. 4 Pumping Station, which
is slightly west of Merredin.

(3) 1.3 million gallons between No. 4
Pumping Station and Southern Cross,
which includes 400,000 gallons drawn off
at Merredin and 90,000 gallons at Southern
Cross.

(4) 4.1 million gallons.
(5) 3.6 million gallons.
(6) 300,000 gallons.

RAILWAYS.
As to Employees' Retiring Age.

Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Railways:

(1) Is it still the policy of the Govern-
ment that railway employees compulsorily
retire at 65 years of age and clear all leave
prior to retirement?

(2) If not, how long has this policy been
altered, and why?

(3) If so, is it a fact that a certain ad-
ministrative head is being retained?

(4) In view of this policy and also the
Railway Act, providing for the retire-
ment of the Commissioners at 65, why is
it not being followed in this case?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied,.

(1) Yes.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Yes; temporarily.
(4) Owing to an acute shortage of staff

and absence of senior officers oversea.

SUPERANNUATION AND PENSIONS.
As to Reviewing.

Mr. GUTHR.IE asked the Premier:
(1) In view of the still rising living

costs and the greatly increased basic
wage, will the Government review, dur-
ing the recess, the superannuation and
pension Act?

(2) If the people concerned are shown
to be at a disadvantage will action be
taken early in the next session to remedy
the position?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) and (2) The Government has al-

ready decided that this matter is to he
fully considered before next session.

LAND SETTLEMENT.
As to Misleading Press Articles.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Minister for Lands:

(1) Has his attention been drawn to
articles in the Melbourne weekly "The
Leader" of the 1st and the 8th November
with respect to Western Australia's
golden future in land settlement?

(2) Has he read the articles and does
he think they express a true picture of
the circumstances in Western Australia?

(3) If they do not represent a true Pic-
ture of Western Australia's potential, has
he taken any steps to correct the false
impressions that might have been gained?

(4) Has any State department received
many inquiries because of such articles?

(5) As the mention of a senior officer,
who is referred to as No. 1 Public Ser-
vant in this State, might embarrass both
the officer and the Government, have de-
finite steps been taken to have the proper
story told in the same newspaper?

The MINISTER replied:
The Leader of the Opposition was

good enough to give mae an advance copy
of his questions and for the information
of the House, I wish to state that the
publicity in the Melbourne paper greatly
exaggerated the position of land avail-
able for settlement in Western Australia.
My replies to the hon. member are-

(1) Yes, the articles have been brought
under my notice.

t2) Yes, I have read the articles and
they are very misleading.

(3) Yes, and I have forwarded a state-
ment to "The Leader" refuting the state-
ments contained in the articles.

(4) Yes, many inquiries have been re-
ceived. The Department of Lands has had
a deluge of letters from interested parties
in the Eastern States. I have had letters
from New Zealand and from Tasmania. and
other parts of Australia inquiring about
land available here, and it has come to
my knowledge that, in more than one in-
stance, people have flown from the East
to make inquiries on their own behalf.

(5) Yes, a senior officer of the State
was mentioned in the articles as being the
officer in charge of land settlement. That
was absolutely incorrect and was cor-
rected in the statement I sent to "'The
Leader."
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GAOL, NEW.
As to Selecting Alternative Site.

Mr. GRIFFITH (without notice) asked
the Chief Secretary:

In view of the rapid residential develop-
ment in the area chosen for the new gaol
site and the fact that this area is ideally
situated for residential development, will
consideration be given to the selection of
some other site for the gaol?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
I can promise the hon. member nothing

other than that I will give the matter some
consideration, but I need to advise that the
Bull Creek site is the least objectionable
of the many sites to which consideration
has been given over recent years.

EDUCATION.
As to Appointment of Director.

HON. J, T. TONKIN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Education:

When does the Minister expect to be in
a position to make an announcement re-
garding the appointment of a new Director
of Education?

The MINISTER replied:
The announcement will be in today's

Press.

PLASTER OF' PARIS.
As to Exports and Local Requirements.
HON. J. T. TONKIN (without notice)

asked the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the local
plaster manufacturers have recently ex-
ported a considerable quantity of plaster
of Paris?

(2) Is the Minister aware that these
manufacturers are still adhering to their
policy, followed over a number years, of
not supplying persons in this State who
are not members of the association?

(3) Is the Minister aware that a number
of persons in this State who are making
plasterboard are desirous of obtaining
supplies for the purpose of carrying on
their work?

(4) Is the Minister prepared to do any-
thing to remedy the present unsatisfactory
position?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) I am not aware that plaster of Paris

has recently been exported to the Eastern
States.

(2), (3) and (4) I will have inquiries
made and, if the facts are as stated, will
endeavour to take action to ensure that
supplies are available to persons who
properly require them.

BILL-RAILWAY (UPPER DARLING
RANGE) DISCONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. OWEN (Darling Range) (2.25):
This Bill is of interest to me, not only
because a great part of the line to which
it has reference runs through the Darling
Range electorate, but also because for the
last 40 years I have been associated with
the country which it traverses. The Min-
ister explained, when introducing the mea-
sure, that the line had been built for the
Canning Jarrab Timber Co., and, in the
early part of its existence, besides carrying
the timber from the Canninig mills, also
served as a method of transport for the
early settlers in this area. After the Mid-
land Junction-Pickering Brook section was
taken over early in the century. it did good
service, not only carrying timber, stone
and firewood for the metropolitan area but
also carting large quantities of fruit, vege-
tables and dairy produce. It was the only
means of transport from that area to the
metropolitan area.

The timetable 40 years ago was superior
to that of 10 years ago. In those earlier
days, there were three trains per day, but
the time taken to travel the 26 miles by
rail from Pickering Brook to Perth was
about two hours. With the advent of road
transport and with the road mileage only
a little over 17 miles, it is not uncommon
for a car to do the journey in half an hour.
Possibly one of the greatest attractions of
the Darling Range line was for tourists.
and many thousands of visitors used to
travel by the zig-zag railway to visit Kala-
munda and other hills centres. Kalamunda.
was built up on that trade, and for many
years existed as a hills resort. Since then
it has become firmly established as the
centre of the district, which is now more
of a primary producing area than a timber
area.

As I have said, 40 years ago there were
three trains per day, and four on Satur-
days. But during 1924 or 1925. the Kala-
munda bus service commenced operations,
and over the past 25 years has built up a
very good road service from Kalamunda to
Perth. When Barton's Mill was closed as
a timber mill, there was very little to be
carted by the railways. There was no sawn
timber to be transported, and road traffic
handled most of the firewood, as well as
quite a lot of stone and gravel. All pri-
mary produce was brought to the metro-
politan area by road. The result was that
the receipts of the Darling Range railway
fell considerably. Then, four or five years
ago, the Transport Hoard allowed the
Metro Bus. Co. to extend Its Roleystone
service as far as Karragullen. That did
away with most of the passenger trans-
port by railway from the Karragullen end.
Shortly afterwards an application was
made to start the Carilla bus service, and
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as the member for the district in that
year I was happy to support the applica-
tion because, whereas the train took two
hours to travel from Pickering Brook to
Perth the Carilla bus took approximately
one hour. In addition, a bus service is
much more mobile than the railway ser-
vice.

The Carilla bus was able to serve such
centres as Carila, Bickley Valley and parts
of walliston, which are some miles from
the rail. With the advent of these two
bus services, and the Kalatnunda bus ser-
vice, little traffic was left for the railway.
and two or three years ago it was no
uncommon sight to see a train consisting
of one coach, drawn by one engine, with
one passenger and the crew of three. So
It Is little wonder that the line has not
been payable.

The grades are very steep. I think there
is only one other section of the railway
system which has grades as severe. The
maximum grade is one in 27. The curves.
also, are so short that 20 or 30 years ago it
was necessary to use a Garratt engine to
haul a train consisting of two coaches and
one or two trucks. The operation costs have
always been high, so that when the traffic
offering was reduced almost to nothing it
was not possible for the line to be a pay-
ig concern. There has been no train
service there for about the last 16 or 17
months.

The settlers and business people have not
been greatly inconvenienced, and of the two
main exceptions one is the Sanitarium
Health Food Co. which processes some 30
tons of wheat per 'week. It has been neces-
sary for that concern, to haml wheat from
Welshpoo]. and the added cost is some-
thing like 12s. 6d. per ton. The company,
I feel, has a just complaint against the
Railway Department because about two
years ago it sought permission to install
an unloading pit at Carmel siding so that
the bulk wheat could be easily unloaded
into the truck for conveyance to the fac-
tory some quarter of a mile away. Per-
mission was given for the installation of
this pit, and the company spent about £500
or £:600 on it.

The company realised, of course, that
the permission and lease were subject to
cancellation by the Railway Department
on six months' notice, but the railway had
been there for so many years that I do
not think anyone thought it likely that
such notice would be given. However, that
is what happened so that within a few
months of the unloading pit coming into
operation the Railway Department ceased
running trains there. The company was
put to great inconvenience, and the money
it spent on the installation became a direct
loss. I have approached the Railway
Department on several occasions to see
whether some redress could be made to the
company. The company applied for
one train per week to haul the necessary

wheat to Carmel siding, but without suc-
cess, so it then asked whether a siding or
pit could be installed at Midland Junction.
But it appears that to do that the Railway
Department would have to make available
a private siding somewhere in Bushmead
near the Helena River.

The expense of maintaining such a sid-
ing would be out of proportion to the saving
which the company would make, so the
company continues to unload its wheat at
Welalipool and have it carted by road to
the factory. I still feel that the company
has not received the best of treatment by
having Its installation discontinued after
such a short period. The settlers have been
only slightly inconvenienced, and those
who have suffered are chiefly the ones who
have been in the habit of buying stable
manure from the farming areas and hav-
ing it transported to their nearest siding.
Those who still indulge in that practice now
have to cart the manure from either Mid-
land Junction or Welshpool, and con-
sequently the cost is much higher.

From the many inquiries I have made,
there Is no serious objection, apart from
the cases I have mentioned, to the closure
of the railway. I would like at this junc-
ture to appeal to the Railway Department.
when it takes up the line, to sell or other-
wise dispose of any buildings which it con-
siders not worth shifting, to such bodies
as local progress associations for their use.
The Darling Range Road Board has leased
the railway water supply at Kalamunda In
order to make water available to the resi-
dents In the centre of the town. It is hoped
that the lease will continue, at least until
the main Kalamunda water supply is in-
stalled.

Other suggestions have been made for
the use of the land now occupied by the
railway, and one which is commendable is
that the area traversed by the railway
through Kalamunda be vested in the local
authority so that it can be retained as a
greenbelt through the town. The town
is rapidly expanding and I think if a green-
belt were established it would be a great
asset in the years to come. There will also.
I think, be applications from some of the
settlers adjoining to have the land made
available to them for agricultural purposes.
I understand that the land will revert to
the Lands Department and I hope the
Minister for Lands will give favourable
consideration to the alienation of those
pieces of land that are suitable for agri-
culture.

As one who was brought up in the
country served by this railway, I feel a
twinge of regret at the passing of an his-
torical landmark but, seeing that the rail-
way has outlived its usefulness and has
incurred considerable losses over a number
of years. I have no objection to its being
closed. I support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-SWAN LANDS REVESTMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the Previous day.

HON. F. J. S. WISE (Qascoyne) (2.451:
This Bill has reference, to land, on the
South side of the river, which was the
subject of purchase four or live years ago.It was, perhaps, the first bulk purchase by
the Government of large lots of land pre-
viously subdivided, the owners of very few
of such lots having had much desire to
retain them. Where the owners expressed
a desire to hold their lots the Crown gave
them oxer' opportunity of exchanging.
and the whole matter, generally. was set-
tled amicably during 1946 and 1947. The
purposes of the Bill are simply to legalise
the redesign, to permit of the closing of
rights-of-way and certain streets and the
truncation of corners, as well as the tak-
ing in of a small portion of a reserve
which bounds one end of the area, so
that the redesign and general develop-
ment of the district may proceed.

It is fortunate in matters such as this
that the Crown is bound by the existing
law. I support entirely the move that
has been made better to redesign the area
while opportunity offers. It is a district
where, prior to redesign by the Housing
Commission, there was only bush, but
some houses were erected before the com-
pletion of the whole plan. I am sure that
the desire of the Government in meeting
the req~uirements of town planning and
the better use of this area at the hands of
the Housing Commission is the right move.
The whole project is clearly outlined in
the plan which the Minister tabled yes-
terday, showing in different colours the
land to be resumed from a reserve-it is
a minor edge, to enable better roads to be
planned-and the closing of roads some
of which will be incorporated in the blocks
concerned. I support the Bill and have
no desire to hold up its passage.

MR. YATES (South Perth) [2.471: Like
the Leader of the Opposition, I favour
strongly the Bill, brought down by the
Minister for Lands, being passed this ses-
sion. The South Perth Road Board offers
no objection to the measure and is. in
fact, all for it. The land in question
has been entirely built upon. New roads
have been put down by the South Perth
Road Hoard, in conjunction with the
State Housing Commission, and there is
not a vacant block left in the area. The
whole project is a credit to the State
Housing Commission for the way in which
it has planned and built this new district
on what used to be a sandy waste.

The Minister for Lands: I think It is
the best planned area in the State.

Mr. YATES: I have no doubt it is one
of the best planned, and I feel it would
pay members to visit the area and see
for themselves the layout of the streets.
the wonderful way in which the site has
been built up. and the fine type of home
that the State Housing Commission has
erected there. It is necessary to have
shown on the up-to-date maps the correct
roads and their positions in relation to
other roads in South Perth. Until this
Bill becomes law the old maps remain in
force and they do not give a true indi-
cation of the area.

Hon. P. J. S. Wise: Some of what are
shown as roads are actually built upon.

Mr. YATES: Yes. Northam-street is one
that has been built on. Pitt-street and
Burke-street are closed under this mea-
sure. A lot 61 the old streets have been
built on or have been entirely closed. On
several occasions recently I have been ap-
proached by tenants of Commonwealth-
State homes In regard to this matter. In
one instance the occupier is anxious to
Purchase because he desires to improve
the property, and the State Housing Com-
mission is anxious for him to purchase
but is unable to give him a title to the
Property because the Lands Department
has not a clear title to give the State
Housing Commission until this Bill be-
comes law. Until that is done the occu-
Pier of this Commonwealth-State home
is unable to purchase and therefore can-
not make improvements to the property.
He will be unable to do that until the
Housing Commission can by law deed the
property to him. I therefore strongly
support the Bill and trust that it will pass
through all stages this session.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL-INSPECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
0. P. Wild-Dale) (2.53] in moving the
second reading said: There are four
amendments in this Bill, none of which
is of an involved or of a major nature.
The first proposes to alter the rather
outmoded term of "motor" used in the
parent Act and replace it with a more
modern definition of the term "prime
mover", which is interpreted to mean
"an engine driven by steam, compressed
air, gas, oil or hydraulic." The second



2608 AS8EIM3LY.l

amendment seeks to clarify the position,
portion of which was the subject of an
amendment to the Timber Industry Regu-
lotion Act a few evenings go. It is im-'
portant to note the words used in the
amending Bill of 1946, which have led to
confusion. They read as follows:-

Used in joinery construction or
otherwise fashioned.

This amendment enlarged the definition
of "timber holding." When I explained
the Timber Industry Regulation Act
Amendment Bill the other evening, I used
the same argument as I shall use on
this occasion-that it was intended to
have a full coverage of the inspection of
all types of machinery being used in the
cutting, hewing, sawing and joining of
timber. The inspection of Machinery
Act conflicts with the Timber Industry
Regulation Act because the latter pre-
vents machinery inspectors going into
these factories unless their inspections re-
late to boilers and the issue of certifi-
cates to engine, hoist and crane drivers,
boiler attendants, and other persons.

That means that an inspector working
under the Timber Industry Regulation Act
is permitted to go into any of these yards
where timber is sawn, hewn or joined
and at the same time an inspector of
machinery is permitted to enter and in-
spect only matters relating to boilers
and the issue of certificates to engine,
hoist and crane drivers, boiler attend-
ants, etc.

When I spoke the other evening on the
Timber Industry Regulation Act Amend-
ment Bill, I mentioned that inspectors
under the Timber Industry Regulation Act
wanted to be able to go to any yard with
which was associated a joinery or car-
printer's shop, such as at the Carlisle
works of the State Saw Mills, but at the
same time they did not want to have to
go. as they would have to do under a
strict interpretation of the Act, to Car-
penters' and joiners' shops separately
from places where timber was hewn or
sawn. The other evening we clarified the
position as far as the Timber Industry
]Regulation Act was concerned, and this
measure is more or less complementary
in, that it will now determine that an
inspector of machinery may go into any of
these joinery or carpenters' shops and
not be subject to Regulation 29 of the
Timber Industry Regulation Act, which
at present confines the inspector to an
inspection of machinery relating to boilers
and certificates required to be held by
engine, hoist and crane drivers, boiler
attendants and other persons. Over the
last two or three years the Forests De-
partment has been permitting machinery
inspectors to go into these yards con-
trary to the timber industry regulations.
This Bill Is to clarify the position.

The penultimate amendment seeks to
delegate the powers of the Chief Inspec-
tor of Machinery who, as members know,
is the State Mining Engineer. He is fre-
quently away at Collie and other fields
throughout the State and this amendment
will permit him to delegate his authority
to his deputy-the Deputy Chief Ispec-
tor. The last amendment seeks to alter
the basis on which inspection fees are
charged under the Inspection of Ma-
chinery Act. Members may take their
minds back a few years when nearly all
machinery in a, factory was driven from
one shafting and from subsidiary belts
running on pulleys from that main shaft-
ing. Under the existing machinery Act,
charges are made for inspection of
this machinery covering one motor, or
one engine, which originally drove this
shaft, to drive many subsidiary types of
machinery within the same yard.

The modern trend has been to do away
with one big shaft in many of the ma-
chinery shops, and today we find small
independent motors, each operating or
driving a small piece of machinery under
the same roof and all in the same factory.
As5 a result of a deputation from the Iron-
masters' Association-who have been keep-
ing abreast of the times and are now
using these small independent motors
and independent pieces of machinery, and
are having to pay for each one of these
separate pieces of machinery, an inspec-
tion fee which originally was covered by
only one feec for the whole factory which
might be getting its power from one
shaft-it was decided to have this final
amendment to alter the fees so that the
total scale in these factories which have
these small independent units will be no
more than that laid down in the days
when we had one control driving all the
machinery in the factory. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Marshall, debate
adjourned.

BILL-BEES ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn-Toodyay) [3.21 in moving the
second reading said: This Bill is already
on the file, having been introduced in an-
other place. It is to amend the Bees Act
of 1930, and has become necessary owing
to changed conditions in the industry over
the past 20 years. I might mention that
throughout this period no amendments
have been made to the parent Act.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Does this Bill re-
quire a Message?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not sure about that.

Hon. P. J1. S. Wise: If so, it could not
be introduced up there.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We might
discover that as we proceed. Last year,
ark almost identical Bill was Passed in
another place, but there was insufficient
time to proceed with it in this House. The
Bill was subsequently considered by the
Beekeepers' Association, and they are fully
in accord with it. The Bill differs in one
small item only, which has been left out.
No additions have been made and, as I
have said, the Beekeepers' Association
wants it. In 1930, most of the beekeepers
set up their hives in a certain locality,
and stayed there. However, this is not
the case today. They now migrate all
over the country looking for new trees
and blossoms which have not previously
been exploited by bees. As this State is
regarded as excellent for beekeeping, we
have experienced the arrival of numerous
beekeepers from the Eastern States. Good
prices have been obtained for honey, and
consequently there are many more bee-
keepers here than there used to be. The
Title to the parent Acts reads-

An Act for the Prevention and
Eradication of Contagious Diseases
Amongst Bees.

This Bill 'proposes to change the Title
to read-

An Act Relating to the Regulation
and Control of the Keeping of Bees
and the Control and Restriction of
Diseases and Pests affecting Bees and
for other Purposes.

This change has become necessary as the
old Title is not considered to be suffici-
ently far-reaching to meet the condi-
tions that exist today. The parent Act
deals only with disease in bees. This Bill
goes much further in its application to
the industry and is in keeping with the
conditions which now exist. Beekeepers
at present are required to register once
only, but under this Bill it will be ne-
cessary for registration to be effected each
year.

Mr. Mann: More controls!
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is

highly desirable as it affords better con-
trol over the industry in relation to dis-
eases. Under the existing legislation, it
is impossible to keep an up-to-date check
on beekeepers seeing that they have to
make only one registration. No true re-
cord exists of those who may have died
or left the industry. In order further to
ensure that records are up to date, it will
be necessary for any person who estab-
lishes a new apiary or moves from one
site to another to notify the Director of
Agriculture within 14 days. This will also
apply to anyone who sells an apiary. The
Director of Agriculture must be notified
within 14 days of the sale.

Mr. W. Hegney: When selling the hives
of bees?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
selling the whole apiary, which includes
many hives. I think the House will agree

that these provisions are very desirable
and must do away with much of the con-
fusion whch is known to exist today. It
will be necessary in future for hives to
be branded. The object of this require-
ment is to prevent the stealing of hives.
Branding will not stop hives being stolen,
but will act as a deterrent. Under the
new legislation, beekeepers will be forced
to set up their hives where sufficient water
is available in order to provide water for
their bees. If insufficient water is avail-
able, bees can become a nuisance to nearby
residents.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: This is to control
a number of bees brought from the East-
ern States?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you think it

conflicts with Section 92 of the Com-
monwealth Constitution?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, I do
not think so. This provision is most de-
sirable, as no-one should suffer incon-
venience simply because a beekeeper
neglects to provide his bees with water. I
can give an instance which occurred about
two years ago. The season was dry and
there were a number of hives placed around
Baker's Hill. There was a great short-
age of water-and I think the member
for Northam can bear me out on this--
and the bees were such a nuisance around
the State school taps that the children
could not draw water from the tanks. I
think that is understood by most mem-
bers. If there is a shortage of water and
bees decide they are going to water at a
certain place, they become a great nuis-
ance. It has also been found necessary
to provide for the man who noglects or
abandons his bees. To meet such cases,
the Bill authorises an inspector to seize
the neglected hives. That has happened
previously where 'hives have been aban-
doned because they were diseased.

Mr. Yates: What is the name of the
department's expert on bees?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
too sure at the moment. I hope the pro-
visions of the Bill will commend them-
selves to the House. I repeat that the
Beekeepers' Association, which is quite an
active body in this State at Present and
is mainly interested in improving
the industry, has asked the Government
to Introduce this legislation. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and Passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Hill read a third time and passed.
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LOAN ESTIM4ATES, 1950-1951.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 19th October; Mr. Hill
in the Chair.

Vote-Departmental, £151,500.
(partly considered)

HON. F. J. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [3.123:
The Loan programme this year has reached
an all-time high level. As a matter of
fact, it is in excess of the Loan Programmes
of all Australia of 12 or 14 years ago and
is also in excess of the sum that the Com-
monwealth Bank not many years pre-war
said represented sums impossible to raise
within Australia.

In moving with the times and this
tremendous alteration in the financial
set-up, Western Australia faces the bor-
rowing of 16* millions in one year with the
fond Anticipation on the part of the Gov-
ernment of being able to spend it. Of the
161 millions, a sum of nine to 10 millions
is likely to be spent outside Australia. This
is a most remarkable set-up, due to the
stress of circumstances within Australia. I
suppose one of the reasons advanced in
support of the spending of so much money
oversea would be that it would lessen the
competition for labour and materials
within Australia.

The Premier: And the additional cost,
if materials are not available in Australia.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: It would lessen the
competition for available materials and
labour in Australia, but as against that
we are entering into the most competitive
market in the world, the market of the
heavy industries of Great Britain, where
all nations are clamouring to place orders
and have their orders delivered. Since the
year before the war, it was the desire, not
only of British countries but also of foreign
countries, including and excluding Europe,
to rehabilitate railways, power stations and
all the things that suffered the serious inm-
pact of war and could not be replaced or
added to during the war. So Western Aust-
ralia, at the end of the war, found itself
with the South Fremantle power station
equipment ordered and the order accepted,
and we were amongst the first in the world
to receive such deliveries, due to the action
of the then Government, though seriously
in competition with other units of the Bri-
tish Commonwealth and of foreign coun-
tries. Today because of the rumours of war,
the seriously competitive situation of four
and five years is very much intensified.

One of the unfortunate features is in
being forced to spend, in these days of in-
flationary tendencies, so much Loan money
in one year and so much of it abroad, and
there is the fact of the adverse exchange
rate, plus the tremendously high cost of
any goods manufactured in Great Britain.
We therefore can expect to get only 70 per
cent. of value because of the exchange
position, and only a small proportion of

the value based on a pre-war standard,
That is the unfortunate position into which
all the States of Australia are being forced
in their endeavour to purchase and get
delivery of quantities of goods from heavy
industries outside Australia.

A lot of the money to be spent abroad re-
Presents expenditure on railways and rail-
way requirements. Just as the position is
with regard to locomotives and rollingatock,
so it is in relation to cement, which the
Government is purchasing in large tonnages
from oversea, the steel rods and other
things that will bear the impost, firstly, of
the exchange rate which must be added
to the cost and, secondly, the high overses
prices which are spiralling even much
faster than are some of our costs in Aus-
tralia.

Thus it is an unfortunate situation that,
in a period when Governments are faced
with the need for carrying out rehablita-
tion programmes of all kinds and desire to
import materials for water schemes and
very many other public works of a charac-
ter only partly reproductive-in fact, some
of them wholly unreproductive-we are
embarking on a Loan programme ap-
proaching the 20 million mark with very
little prospect of earning working expenses
on much of the expenditure and certainly
no prospect at all in a major sense of earn-
ing interest and sinking fund to redeem
the investment.

I am therefore greatly concerned at this
costly process of borrowing within Aus-
tralia in order to spend abroad at this time.
I am concerned from several angles. All of
us recognise that there is no chance what-
ever of spending within Australia, 16
millions on materials and labour for this
State. indeed, we could not get the re-
quisites represented in this Loan pro-
gramme. But I am concerned f rom
another 'angle which is this: Is the
borrowing for the railways on a well-
ordered plan, or is it something which is
haphazard and not based on a. well-
planned future or a new economy for the
railway system? Who decides that
£8,000,000 or £10,000,000 is to be bor-
rowed for the rehabilitation of the rail-
ways? Is it the Government, or does the
Government agree to what is placed be-
fore it, by those in charge of the rail-
ways, with very little chance of scrutiny
except, perhaps, the scrutiny of skilled
and efficient Treasury officers?

Does the Government know what is in-
volved in all the approved expenditure on
our railway system? I doubt it; and I
further doubt whether the suggestion
coming from the Railway Commissioners
to wipe off perhaps £10,000,000 of our
£27,000,000 or £28,000,000 of railway
cepital will be of any advantage at all,
because the amount will still remain as
Part of our debt, and then we shall start
ag-ain to borrow £10,000,000 without a
well-based plan for the railways.
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Mr. Brady: And the farmers claim a
reduction in fares and freights.

lion. F. J. S, WISE: in spite of the
criticism which has been made in art un-
fair way in some instances, of the report
of the Royal Commissioners on the rail-
way system, it must be borne in mind that
the borrowings which were occasioned to
construct the railways took place 20 and
more years ago when the annual revenue
of this State was in the vicinity of
£3,000,000 to £5,000,000. When the rail-
ways were constructed and the rolling-
stock was purchased, a mere handful of
people in Western Australia pledged them-
selves for the repayment of the loan
entered into.

Now, halfway through this century, we
are embarking on the railway programme
that has been outlined and, I repeat, I
would like to know Just what are the
economies in the plan to give an oppor-
tunity of more than Working expenses
being made, and some chance that dur-
ing the 53 years of redemption there
shall be some earnings to meet the loan
liability at the end of the period. But
we have not such an assurance in any
picture that has been presented by the
Government. I would go so far as to
say, in supplementing the comments of
the Royal Commissioners who inquired
into our railway system, that it could be
that hundreds of miles of our railways
should be closed.

The Premier: I think a number of
people hold that view.

Hron. F. J. S. WISE: It could probably
be a very sound view, and something
which could be strongly advocated. The
mere clipping off of £10,000,000 of loan
indebtedness is not going to ease the
overall situation. We have hundreds of
miles of railways in Western Australia
which, if properly handled by another
Government service, might not only be
more economical in working, but give a
much better service to the community.

The Premier: That is well worth think-
ing about, and as a matter of fact we
have been thinking about It.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I am pleased to
hear that, because I am one of the
ordinary citizens of Western Australia
who must be perplexed as to whether the
proposals of our Commissioners of Rail-
ways are warranted and soundly based
having in mind the potential of the rail-
way earnings during the period of the
loan indebtedness. I hope, therefore, that
before the session ends-and if it cannot
be done by then, as soon as possible after
-we will, as a public, have an absolute
assurance from the Government that the
planning for the railways is not merely
the planning of the spending of money.
Anyone can do that, especially if It is
borrowed money and not money that he
has not earned.

It is important and implicit in the
borrowing that all such funds should be,
In a national sense, invested in the in-
terests of the community and with an
earning capacity, if possible, but certainly
with a view to the development of the
country and so that they may recoup
more than working expenses on any
undertaking. it is not quite the true
picture which is presented in the report
at the Commissioners who inquired into
the railway working. Of course, much of
our rollingstock is obsolete, and much of
the road upon which the rails are laid
and the railways run is in need of tre-
miendous sums for reconditioning and re-
habilitation.

How could we expect the position to be
otherwise when, I repeat, but a handful
of people with an annual revenue of
£4,000,000 or £5,000,000 accepted the
original capital burden; and when with the
growing responsibilities of the State since
then the burden, in no particular, has
eased? So, even if we wipe off as many
millions as we like from the £23,00000O
or £29,000,000 represented by the loan in-
vestments in the railways, we surely must
be certain that the amounts to be re-
invested in the railways will be dealt with
on a properly based and planned project.

The Premier: I1 wish we could wipe it off
in some way.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Changing it from
the railways to the general loan account
does not wipe it off. As the member for Sal-
goorlie Properly said the other evening, it
will bring in its train repercussions of the
greatest embarrassment to Governments
because in the shifting of figures we are
simply misleading ourselves in regard to
the Railways' ability to pay interest and
sinking fund, and, indeed, to pay work-
ing expenses on capital invested. The
pressure is on all the time, and how much
greater will be the pressure in connection
with railway concessions and freights un-
less the true picture is shown!

The Premier: The amount written off
:will still be shown as a railway debt.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Yes, but how pleas-
ant it is for people who analyse for their
own purposes the position of the railways
to see what concessions they should receive,
and to know that on the debt represented
in the railways accounts the department is
approaching the day when it will show a
profit. In the over-all Picture, therefore,
it is a matter for greater regret that a
State still as undeveloped as Western Aus-
tralia, and still in need of vast sums to be
spent from external sources, finds difficulty
in applying those funds and placing them
in avenues which will bring direct as well
as indirect revenue to the State.

'This problem applies not only to the
railways, but to water supplies. It does
not impinge so greatly on irrigation pro-
jects but it certainly applies to those in-
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strumentalities of the State which cannot
earn money, such as public buildings and
public services of a similar nature. But
there is, as I have said on more than one
occasion in this Chamber, in return No. 11
on page 31 of the Budget Tables consider-
able food for reflection on the part of
members in regard to the loan under-
takings which show a profit and any return
commensurate with the money expended
throughout the years.

The Premier: Getting back to the rail-
ways! It appears to me now that it is a
pity that right from the start allowance
was not made for depreciation such as
in any ordinary business. They claim they
maintain their asset by replacement, etc.

Mr. Styants: They claim that, but it is
nowhere approaching it.

Hon. F. J. S, WISE: When we have an
-undertaking representing 29.887 million
pounds-that is the loan liability and will
be found in Return 11 of the Budget
Tables-and a small number of people
which some of these systems serve, it is
not so much a. question of a Royal Com-
mission to know what is wrong with our
railways-that was known before the Com-
mission started-but it is a question of
whether the system should be attempted
to be maintained on the present plleage
basis, with the present and future attend-
ant responsibilities in the serving of sparse
populations.

I again refer the Treasurer to the sum-
marised classification of loan assets of this
State. It is surely a sad commentary that
of a total indebtedness of approximately
£9110,000,000 at the end of the last finan-
cial year, only £11,000,000 of it is fully re-
productive. There is surely food for serious
contemplation in the embarking in one
year on a programme of over £16,000,000
when we realise that among the total un-
productive loan investments are our rail-
ways, tramways, ferries, pine planting and
reafforestation. Surely we should soon
take stock of the whole position to ensure
that the future can be made a little
brighter than it appears to* be at the mom-
-ent.

The forest situation of Western Aus-
tralia is very worrying. We were richly
endowed originally by our natural forests
but the capital has been eaten up without
any advantage to the State. South Aus-
tr-alia, was not originally endowed with
natural forests, but is now able to mill
large quantities of timber from its own
plantings. That is something calling for
most urgent inquiry-the fact that
2.000,000 or 3,000.000 acres of alienated
forest, without additions for forest pro-
tection and other timber resources should
mean the payment into revenue-not Only
into the Forest Trust Account under the
'Forest Act-of well under £100,000 a year;
Perhaps the worst figure in any State as
an income from forestry.

I hope that on the other side of the
Picture there will be the spending of loan
money in forestation and reafforestation,
and we should make sure that in such
Planning the funds are wisely applied and
applied with a potential for earning for
the near and distant future. That will
be an opportunity for Western Australia,
in this and subsequent generations, to
retrieve the forest position and receive
some benefit from the natural resources
and those which are developed from bor-
rowed money.

At one stage I had intended to inflict
on; the Committee a long speech when
discussing the Loan Estimates. But, to-
wards the end of the session I sometimes
feel that although there is a need for
all these things properly to be ventilated
one is. as it were, beating the air. No
matter how members may attempt to
make thoughtful contributions on the
Budget or on Loan Estimates in this
Chamber. I am afraid that in the main
we tend to be far too parochial, far too
narrow and parish-pump in our attitude
towards the handling of the vital things
of government-the finance of the State.
I am keenly disappointed, nevertheless.
that after even a cursory examination of
the Loan Estimates, little comment on the
striking things stands out.

Such matters as were held up as great
public works-such as the Ord River pro-
ject and other things which were con-
templated for the really empty parts of
Western Australia-receive, nowadays,
little or no mention at all. In the posters
that one sees around this city, in regard
to production, development and defence,
we are faced with the depletion of our
manpower and an urgent need-almost as
urgent as preparation for the defence,
because it is part of defence-for the
better development of this great State.
The expenditure necessary must go side
by side with the expenditure required for
the defence of this country.

I suggest to the Government that there
is insufficient attention paid to the re-
quirements of the under-populated and
under-developed parts of the State. What
has happened to the Ord River project?
A~s a project it was designed to irrigate
large areas and substantially to step up
population. What has happened to the
improvement and betterment of the
pastoral industry? What about the pro-
ject which was to be developed by the
purchase of Woodstock and Abydos Sta-
tions years ago? What has happened in
regard to the developmental undertakings
for the conservation of water whatever
it is possible in the North, as distinct
from the South? Are all those things for-
gotten? This £16,000,000 loan programme
mainly deals with the maintenance of
certain works which are matters of
urgency such as harbours, public build-

2612



[6 December, 1950.1 21

iugs, etc. That is all that is Contemplated,
in this loan programme, for the empty
parts of' Australia,

We have reached the stage in our his-
tory when the time is short for a serious
consideration of how we are to prove our-
selves worthy of holding that part of
Australia which is still so undeveloped.
The time is short when we are to have
the say as to whether we will hold it and
develop it. But, in these days of fabulous
prices, when tens of millions of pounds
are coming out of our North as a con-
tribution to Australian wealth, what is
Australia putting back into it? A mere
nothing! Therefore I hope, that in con-
sideration of this aspect, when the Com-
monwealth Minister for development is
in this State in the near future, a case
will be presented to him on a national
basis for the improvement and develop-
ment of undertakings to develop the
North-West of Australia. It should not
be a case such as was presented to the
Grants Commission for Western Austra-
lia but should cover a far wider field.

We have industries that are languish-
ing. There is the pearling industry with
hardly a boat!F That industry has re-
turned millions to Australia in past years.
All those industries have attracted and
kept a population in the North for decades
and they are quite as important as de-
ciding whether a part should be developed,
here, there or somewhere else. The revival
of industry, in my view, is the vital thing.

The Premier: In regard to pearling,
Would You say that taxation was the main
thing driving them out of our North?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: No, I would say
the disabilities associated with labour and
the manning of the boats.

The Premier: Does that apply to the
Northern Territory, too?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: To a degree yes.
It applies to Thursday Island also. But,
surely there is a way to resolve these
difficulties between the Commonwealth
and the State. They are interwoven in-
terests between the Commonwealth and
the State and the Commonwealth has a
big responsibility, with the State, not
only in regard to taxation but also in
regard to customs and excise, migration
laws and facing up, with the State, to
what can be done for the northern part
of Western Australia.

The Premier has mentioned the taxa-
tion position. As he knows there is a
body of people which has placed before
him a case to present to the Common-
wealth to have complete taxation remis-
sion North of the 26th parallel. I feel
sure that the Premier is perplexed as to
how the constitutional position can be
overcome irrespective of assurances that
.taxation shall not be levied upon resi-
dent people, resident owners and people

who live at least six months of the year
in the North. Not only is the constitu-
tional position a worry but there are also
the anomalies created at present by the
tremendous incomes being derived by
some people from the North-West of Aus-
tralia. It has been publicised in a journal
recently that a pastoralist in my district
wvill have an income of £400,000 this year
from wool and although, I suppose, the
Premier's interests are not of that mag-
nitude-

The Premier: They are a long way be-
low that.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: -there are many
people who enjoy substantial incomes
from the production of .wool from a dis-
trict and an area where the Government
had to waive hundreds of thousands of
pounds in rent within the last 10 years
because of drought conditions: because of
the inability to re-stock. I have often re-
ferred to the North as a problem country
but I take this opportunity, without be-
ing at all discursive on the subject or
discussing it at length, to express the
hope that during the recess of this Par-
liament one of the most important mat-
ters that this Government will ponder
over is the presentation to Commonwealth,
and imperial authorities if need be, of
the vital and urgent need for something
more to be done than looks possible of
our own volition as residents of Australia.

The Premier: I should be quite pleased
If you could see Mr. Casey when he is
over here.

Hon. F . J. S. WISE: I do not know
whether I would be of much help. I do
not know from which angle Mr. Casey is
approaching the subject, but I do know
that unless something is done and done
quickly it may be that we will not be en-
titled to live in the more pleasant South-
West Land Division of Western Australia-
There is, I am aware, fisheries wealth
alone in the North-West waters enough
to keep some nations who live from the
sea; an attraction from whales to sar-
dines; from pearls to trochus shell and
beche de mer and yet we are not spend-
ing very much from the Fisheries Depart-
ment, either from revenue or from loan,
in these areas when we could be spending
a good deal of money, and, of course, its
associations internally with the pastoral
industry are not small.

I am hoping that what is being sug-
gested in regard to watering points and
all those things connected with the Com-
monwealth are planned on a much
broader scale than what I would call
the individual approach to a national
problem.

The Premier: What experts do you
think we could profitably put into the
North at present; what others would you
suggest apart from, say, agristologists and
veterinary officers?
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Hon. F. J. 5. WISE: I should say min-
ing men would be extremely vital for the
development of the North. As to mining
alone, we know that in the district of the
member for Pilbara there is a measured
quantity of asbestos exceeding the total
value of gold won in Western Australia:,
over £300,000,000 worth of asbestos in the
Pilbara district alone. What is being done
at Cockatoo Island? What Is being done
north of Derby in regard to silver lead?
That is a matter more or less of accident
rather than of planned prospecting. It
.is extremely interesting, too, that with
pastoral matters that very large area
north of the Fitzroy, towards Drysdale
River, which was explored as recently as
1922-23, has some excellent country. Hun-
dreds of square miles are without a hoof
of any kind and, represent according
to Easton and others who traverse that
country, some of the best pastoral areas
of the Statel

The Premier: Where did you say?
Hon. F. J. S, WISE: North of the

Leopold river, taking in the Charnley
river and across to Drysdale. and to the
Forrest river, there is a very large area
which, according to Sir James Connelly.
is a new empire, an unexplored Mecca.
where new investments could be made and
pens of thousands of people could be
placed. That is still empty. The Premier
asks who could be placed there. I should
say that the setting up of an administra-
tion responsible to the Premier. with com-
petent people to develop projects and to
encourage industrial development along
any avenue which would require people,
is a. matter of urgency. I hope, therefore.
in passing from that subject we are not
again to meet Parliament without some-
thing substantial being planned for that
territory.

I will now make some brief remarks
with reference to the expenditure, repre-
sented in the loan programme, on public
buildings. I have heard same members
criticise the Government, and from that
side of the House, because partiality has
been shown in certain districts in regard
to works of a major character; works on
hospitals and schools:. in short, with an
attitude of spoils to the victors and pat-
ronage to districts where ministerial re-
presentation is assured or where the re-
turn of Government members means
much. I hope we are going to lose that
sort of attitude wherever it exists. I hope
the district such as that represented by
the member for Murchison, and the areas
I mentioned last evening-

The Premier: I do not think it does
exist.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I do.
Mr. Cornell: Of course it does.
Hon. P. J. S. WVISE: I know it does

from every angle: from the change in the
vast programme of Government building
when the Government changed. If the

Premier would like to debate that with
me, I would be quite willing. Although
the approvals for hospital buildings may
not have been cancelled they have been
held in abeyance as part of those pro-
jects envisaged in 1947.

Hon. 3. T'. Tonkin:" Why, there is even
a direction placed on the file in that way'1

Hon. IF. J. S. WISE: So I think we had
better not pursue that subject. I do not
want to be personal or narrow but I say,
in the broadest and in the fullest sense
of responsibility, let us get away from
political and parochial angles. Let us
examine what was done by the predeces-
sors of this Government in that .regard.
I had something to do with the establish-
ment of a school at Pinjarra, and hoped
to have had something to do with the
establishment of a6 hospital at Carnarvon,
but I did not succeed and have not suc-
ceeded yet.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: An alteration of
the school at Carnarvon was cancelled
with the alteration of the Government.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Of course it was.
I hope that the commitments of loan
funds for schools and hospitals are to be
based on a basis of need and urgency and
shorn of every political consideration, This
is not a time when patronage can be ap-
plied to districts because of political cir-
cumstances. I hope, therefori, that this
House Can be presented with a plan, sub-
mitted after an exhaustive departmental
examination, to show progressively the
priority and urgency of hospitals, and of
schools and of public buildings through-
out the State.

The Premier: I have advocated that
myself in days gone by.

Hon. IF. J. S. WISE: In days gone by,
a plan existed. I can show the Premier
a plan which was drawn in 1947 and
which is still in my room.

The Premier: I often tried to see one
but I never could.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The Premier did
not ask me, in my time.

The Premier:, I have asked In this
House.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The Premier did
not ask me, in my time, because the
plans for public works were public pro-
perty during the war years and the year
after: when a much more rigid control
was vested in the Co-ordinator General
of Works than is vested today. So I would
hope that in a review of this loan pro-
grammne two things stand out as points
to guide the Government;, that inevitable
as it may be for expenditure of vast sums
outside Australia, expenditure which must
be met as the years go by, there should
be close attention paid to the earning
potential of loan funds expenditure. In
addition, irrespective of politics, the needs
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of national interests, wherever they are,
shall be served: that is, the greatest and
most urgent needs.

I conclude by drawing attention to the
responsibilities in that connection which
are set out for us in the table showing
the loan liability of Western Australia in
Return No. a of the Budget tables. This
clearly shows that in the next 15 years
Western Australia has maturing in London
7.9 million pounds; we have 49.5 million
pounds of this State's indebtedness ma-
turing in Australia In the next 15 years.
What are we doing about it? Is the atti-
tude to be that the money will again be
borrowed in an attempt to do other than
serve the debt with interest during its 15
or more years' period? So I again sound
a note that the most Important Estimates
before this Chamber are the Loan Esti-
mates, because it means the spending of
money, which we do not earn, but which
gives to us a very great responsibility;
that in the servicing of the debt repre-
sented there shall be a revenue contri-
bution to the State. I repeat that in the
next 15 years almost £50,000,000 is fall-
ing due on Australian loans; £1,750,000 in
America and 7.9 million pounds in Great
Britain. I hope, therefore, that in the
conteinplition of this and future loan pro-
grammes there will be the necessity to
Invest this money In the development of
the State, not only for our future genera-
tions and their wellbeing but also for our
future generations and their indebtedness
in turn.

3M. HELL (Albany) [3.48]: 1 listened
to the Leader of the Opposition with
great interest. One point he made was
the necessity to develop the outlying por-
tions of our State. He is familiar with
the North-West; I am not. I am
familiar with the Great Southern. it is
appalling when we consider the conges-
tion of shipping at Fremantle today.
There is no easy way to relieve it. That
is caused because, within a 25-mile radius
of Fremantle, we have about 55 per cent.
of the population of this State and within
a 120-mile radius we have probably about
80 per cent.

Members interjected.
Mr. HILL: I would like the member for

Middle Swan and those members who
busily interject to show me the same
courtesy that I showed the Leader of the
Opposition, and refrain from interject-
ina . If one draws a line midway between
'Fremantle and Albany out to the rabbit-
proof fence and down to our southern
coast, it will be found that we have an
area not unlike that of Victoria. on
Saturday, I had the privilege of enjoy-
ing one of the most interesting experiences
of my life. I flew in a R.A.A.F. 'Plane
to Albany- During the trip, when mid-
way between Fremantle and Albany,
wing Commander Ford courteously in-

vited me to take the co-pilot's seat. From
there I had a first-class view of what I
term our southern province. There is
considerable scope for further develop-
ment in that part of the State, and I1
congratulate the Government an its
decision to develop it. Another point the
Leader of the Opposition made was when
he asked who was to decide whether the
money suggested should be spent on the
railways. One point he omitted to men-
tion was that the ports required to be
considered Just as much as railways. I
have here a report of the Commonwealth
Transport Committee for 1929.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Have you got the
Meyer report?

Mr. Cornell: Anyhow, the committee's
report is rather out of date.

Mr. HILL: It is not out of date. Our
transport system is in a terrible mess
and the railways are In a state of collapse
simply because the recommendations of
this committee were not carried out.
Here are same of its recommendations-

Co-ordination within a State.
Co-ordination cannot be effected

soley by the Passing of Acts and
regulations containing various restric-
tions.

A suitable organisation to meet
the requirements of the respective
States is necessary, together with
adequate executive authority to carry
out its duties effectively.

The organisation will vary with
conditions in each State, but action
along the following line is sug-
gested:-

(a) All transport activities to be
grouped under one minis-
terial head, who will be re-
sponsible for the whole
transportation policy.

(b) The establishment of a co-
ordinating authority which
would be responsible for
carrying out the transport
Policy approved by the Gov-
ermnent.

(c) The co-ordinating authority
may take the form of one of
the following:-

Commissioner for Trans-
port with Advisory Commit-
tee.

Transport Board.
Advisory Council repre-

sentative of interests con-
cerned.

Functions of the Co-ordinating Authority.
The detailed functions of such an

authority will also vary in each
State, but generally all proposals
affecting the provisions of new
transport facilities involving public
expenditure or legislation should be
reviewed by the authority, such as--
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(a) Construction or extension of
any railway line.

(b) Closing of any existing rail-
way line.

(c) New developmental road con-
struction programme.

(d) Development of new har-
bours, and consideration of
all major harbour works
which may affect other
transport services and ports.

This authority would also be re-
sponsible for the action necessary to
effect the co-ordination of transport
services, and the control of road
motor services for transport of pas-
sengers and goods.

That recommendation was made more
than 21 years ago. We have been told
about the loss on the railway system,
but here are some figures dealing with
our ports. The TIransport Board shows
that last year the Fremantle harbour had
a surplus of £331,000, but the losses on
outports reduced that figure to £189,504.

Mr. Cornell: Where did you get those
figures?

Mr. HILL: The hon. member should
read the returns submitted to Parliament.

Mr. Hoar: That will fix him!
Mr. HILL: Here is another recom-

mendation of the Commonwealth Trans-
port Committee-

Ports and Shipping.
Present Position.

Main ports at capital cities show
an annual profit of about £500,000,
most of which enhances State re-
venues.

Minor ports on the mainland
States make an annual loss of about
£490,000. which is met from State
revenues,

About 80 per cent. of the oversea
trade is carried out at the main ports,
and thus oversea trade is at present
being taxed to some extent to meet
the losses incurred at minor ports.

Many minor ports have for a
lengthy period shown annual losses,
failing to earn even their working
costs. Other outports are losing
trade on account of motor transport
concentrating trade at larger ports.

The tonnage now used in the
oversen trade is in excess of require-
ments.

Recommendations.
It is recommended that-

(a) The finances of the main
ports should be separated
from those of the States, and
port charges adjusted to en-
sure that the annual revenue
of the main ports shall be

sufficient only to Meet work-
ing costs, interest and ainor-
tisation.

(b) Losses at minor ports should
be met from State revenue,
and annual losses now in-
curred be reduced by closing
certain ports, and by rail and
road transport concentrating
the sea-borne trade at other
more suitable ports.

That recommendation was made in 1929.
We are paying a heavy price now because
we failed to carry out the recommendations
to which I have referred.

Mr. Cornell: Is the inference there that
the port of Bunbury should be closed?

Mr. HILL: The recommendations of this
transport body would have been of advan-
tage to the State. The development of the
port of Albany should be in accordance
with the recommendations by this com-
mittee. I am criticised because I am not
like a dead fish: I do not float with the
tide, I stand up and stress the fact that
the ports should be considered as commer-
cial propositions.

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: I think you float with
the Government tide.

The Premier: And it is pretty safe tide to
float with.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: It has proved pretty
expensive this session.

Mr. HILL: The member for Fremantle
made a vicious attack on me and the port
of Albany.

Hon. 3. B. Sleeman: Vicious!
Mr. HILL: Perhaps that is the wrong

word to use', I should have said it was a
silly attack. I have never run down any
port in this State.

Members: Oh, Oh!1
Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: That is a funny

story!I
Mr. HILL: I have merely told the truth.

Fremantle must be one of the best equipped
ports in Western Australia and, for that
matter, in Australia.

Mr. Cornell: Is that so?
Mr. HILL:, The hion. member thinks he

is very clever. The member for Fremantle
said that there was a very hard bar out-
side Albany. What are the facts? A few
years ago, Sir Leopold Saville was out
here to select a site for a graving dock,
One of the conditions was that at the port
chosen there had to be engineering works.
Another condition was that there had to
be an entrance channel 800 feet wide with
a depth of 4 Oft. of water at low tide. Sir
Leopold Saville condemned Fremantle as
a site for the dock as it would not be
Practicable to get a safe entrance. The
channel at Fremantle is 400ft. wide, but
the maximum depth is S6ft. and there is
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a rocky bottom. I did not meet Sir Leopold
Saville, but I met his assistant, Mr. Jacobs.
I have been told that Sir Leopold was very
keen on a dock being located at Albany.
Mr. Jacob told me that there would be no
difficulty in getting a channel into Princess
Royal Harbour with a width of SO0ft. and
a maximum depth of 4Sf t.

Mr. Guthrie: It is too far from Fre-
mantle.

Mr. HILL: That is the trouble. Mem-
bers should realise that Albany is relatively
in the same position at the southern end of
the State as Melbourne is on the eastern
side of the continent. The entrance chan-
nel at Albany is SO0ft. wide, with a mini-
mum depth of over 33ft. Unofficial sound-
ings taken during the war for the benefit
of the Americans disclosed that the depth
'was much greater than that. There was
one incident that may be of interest to
members. During the time whel the State
was in greatest danger, submarines, in-
cluding some of the most powerful in the
world, were based at Albany. These in-
cluded submarine tenders "Holland" and
"Peleas" which were berthed on the west-
ern side of the deepwater jetty. When a
hard south-wester was blowing, the sub-
marines were not very comfortable at their
berths. One night, one of the local people
who was master of a dredge years ago was
on an American ship, the captain of which
expressed a wish that he could berth where
the submarine would not be exposed to
the south-wester. "Well," said the local
man, "why do you not berth at the new
jetty?" The captain replied, "There is
only 25ft. of water there and we are draw-
ing 2'7ft." The local man said, "That is
shown on the charts, but get a boat in the
morning and take some soundings."

Next day, after the soundings had been
taken, the American ships were berthed
inside the new jetty, and the submarines
were snug under the lee of the craft there.
The member for Fremantle referred to
Cockburn Sound, and mentioned the
dredge "Sir William Matthews," which is
one of the most powerful bucket dredges in
the southern hemisphere. It was in 1910
that the Federal Labour Government dis-
covered Cockburn Sound as a naval base.
After an election, in 1913. Sir John Forrest
and his Government found that the work
at Cockburn Sound had not been gone on
with in a business-like manner, and opera-
tions were stopped.

Later, Sir Maurice Fitzmaurice was en-
gaged to examine the situation and submit
a report. When the report was received,
It was found that there was so much
dredging to be done in the Sound that he
recommended that two powerful dredges
should be procured. Unfortunately, before
the Government could act upon his report
and shift operations to Albany, there was
a double dissolution and the Labour Gov-
ernment was returned to power. The

dredge, "Sir William Matthews," was ob-
tained and Put to work on the Henderson
Naval Ease. in 1919, Lord Jellicoe came to
Australia, but he bypassed Fremnantle and
landed at Albany, travelling from there
overland to Perth. By 1920, although
£1,000,000 had been spent on developing
Henderson Naval Base, the work was aban-
donied and the dredge "Sir William Mat-
thews" was sold to the State Government.
It was used on work at Fremantle and
was later sent to Bunbury.

A former member for Bunibury told me
that the cost of dredging there was terrific.
Work was done at 30 Ot., below which there
was very hard rock. The huge, heavy
buckets, through being dragged over the
surface of the rocks, caused excessive main-
tenance charges. Subsequently, the dredge
was despatched to Albany for use there.
One day the engineer in charge went to
the man who was supervising dredging
operations and told him that he was get-
ting only one load up per shift whereas an-
other man was getting three loads. The
man replied that they were dredging at
34 ft. and that if more loads were wanted
he could bring them up by dredging deeper.
The trouble was that they put the buckets
down and they came up filled with water
as the depth was already over 34ft. After
a little work had been done at Albany the
dredge went to an anchorage.

Ten years ago, I walked into the office of
the chairman of the Melbourne Harbour
Trust and found that he was putting
through a telephone call to Mr. Tindale,
of the Works Department here, offering
to purchase the dredge, with the result
that the Melbourne Harbour Trust got the
dredge at the very low figure of £30,000.
The member for Fremantle sneers at the
amount of dredging required at Albany,
to provide 22 new berths and 500 acres of
land, which would require the removal of
9,000,000 cubic yards of material. At Fre-
mantle, 'where costly breakwaters had to
be constructed, 9,000,000 cubic yards of
dirt had to be removed and 3,500,00 tons
or rock. I do not know how much more has
had to be removed since on maintenance.
The member for Fremantle blames me
for talking about Bunbury. He said that
all that was needed was an engineer to
report on how silting should be dealt with.
I wonder whether he ever heard of a gen-
tleman by the name of Philip Collier? This
is what the ex-Premnier said on the 23rd
November, 1927:

I do not feel too confident. about the
success of the Bunbury Harbour opera-
tions. There has always been troubla
there with silting and other things.
This, however, is a serious attempt
to remedy the difficulties, and will in-
volve the State, not only in an exped-
diture of £40,000 for this year, but
somewhere about the same amount for
several years to come. I hope, as a
result of this expenditure, that our
good friends at the port of Bunbury
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will be satisfied, and cease to have the
grievance in regard to their harbour
that they have nursed in their bosoms
for some years.

Mr. Withers: This is only a portion
of the Government scheme.

The PREMIER: There is always a
Government scheme. It is like the ex-
penditure of loan money in many other
directions. Although it is not immedi-
ately reproductive, it will be reproduc-
tive at some time. In years gone by
we have justified the expenditure of
considerable sums of money on the
ground that it will ultimately prove
reproductive.

Mr. Doney: Do you mean that by the
expenditure of the larger sum this
year you are likely to overcome the
silting difficulty?

The PREMIER: I am looking for-
ward to further considerable expendi-
ture next year. What I am concerned
about is that, even when the job is
supposed to be completed, we may not
have overcome the silting difficulty.

Mr, Doney: That is the doubt that
is troubling me.

Mr. Ferguson;. it is a Kathleen
Mavourneen expenditure.

The PREMIER: That may be so.

Mr. Guthrle: Albany and Bunbury should
combine to fight Fremantle.

Mr. HILL: The hon. member has made
a remarkable statement. If we wanted to
combine against Fremantle, we should
take a deputation to the United Nations
Organissation and ask it to introduce a. law
to prevent any ship of over 5,000 tons be-
ing built. All over the world, big ships.
combined with Improvements in road trans-
port, are cutting out the little ports.
Twelve months ago I was at Collie and I
met a gentleman from Bunbury. He said
something similar to what the member for
Bimbury said. He declared, "It is a pity
there cannot be more friendly relations be-
tween Albany and Bunbury." I replied,
"We at Albany have no reason to love Bun-
bury because Bunbury has been robbing us
of our trade. The sooner you realise that
Bunbury as a port is a hopeless proposi-
tion, the better it will be."

Mr. Guthrie: That is only your opinion.

Mr. H.l: I told this man, "You have
two things which Albany has not got. You
have coal and water; your future is with in-
dustry." He looked at me and said, "Yes,
you are right; we are too close to Fre-
mantle." The Government has a report
by Col. Tydeman, a copy of which I hold
in my hand and which I do not propose
to open now. I have spent hours discus-
sing ports with him.L I think he is a very
fine gentleman and a very able engineer:
but, as the Leader of the Opposition
pointed out with regard to our railways,

we want some authority to handle this
matter. This report should be passed on to
a transport council which should decide
the question whether this everlasting fight
against nature is justified and in the best
interests of the State. I do not want to
look at things from a parochial standpoint.
When I spoke on the Address-in-reply I
said our aim should be to apply modern
science and invention to the natural ad-
vantages that we have at hand, and if we
concentrated our Loan expenditure on im-
proving our natural advantages instead of
on unprofitable works we would build up
a far more prosperous State.

Progress reported.

ANNEAL ESTIMATES, 1950-51.
in Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr,
Yates in the Chair.

Vote-Lands and Surveys, £337,580:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn-Toodyay) [4.201: I hope that when
I have finished introducing these Estimates
I will not be accused of having failed to
give the Committee sufficient information.
The demand for land is still very brisk,
and in addition to inquiries from new
settlers, established farmers are seeking to
extend their operations. As a result of
excellent prices received for primary pro-
ducts, the department's revenue is
is still very buoyant, the amount received
being E376,'796. This was a slight drop on
last Year's figure, brought about by the
fact that the accumulated arrears have
now been cleared up and a large number
of farmers have taken advantage of the
good times and paid up all the rent and
freeholded the properties. The returns
from auction sales of town lots continue
to be high and have contributed to the re-
venue.

It has been found necessary to Increase
the staff of the department to deal with
the Increasing demand for land and the
large land settlement projects now in hand.
In addition to those projects, large areas
west of the Midland Railway and east of
the Great Southern Railway south of
Mount Barker have recently been made
available for general settlement. These
areas will provide holdings for people able
to develop land with their own resources.
It is to be regretted that it has not been
possible greatly to augment the staff
of surveyors, but the position is
gradually improving with the appointment
of cadets who have completed their train-
ing and passed their final examinations.

The Zoological and State Gardens
Boards are finding it difficult to finance
their activities with ever-increasing costs
and the fact of having to meet the ex-
pense of maintenance work deferred
through the war years. The Zoological
Board has completed re-surfacing the
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roads in the gardens and developing the
garden area. The animal exhibits have
been increased by a, number of splendid
specimens from overses. A contract has
been let to construct new lavatory blocks
and connect the zoo to the sewerage sys-
tern. During the year, the national parks
have been expanded by the declaration of
additional areas for the protiction of
native flora and fauna. It is hoped that
these areas will be further expanded in
the near future.

A very heavy programme of work is
ahead of the contract and staff surveyors,
draftsmen and examiners of surveyors'
plans and diagrams in connection with
surveys for the State Housing Commis-
sion. Resources will be strained to keep
pace with the demand, but it is antici-
pated that this will be possible. During
the last financial year. 2.554 city and
town lots were surveyed, and it is ex-
pected that the figure for the current year
will be considerably in excess of this num-ber. The subdivision of large properties
purchased for the settlement of ex-Ser-
vicemen, and the subdivision of Crown
land, in addition to surveys required for
classification purposes, has been given
high priority, and this work is substanti-
ally up to date. With the large areas
under development and projected develop-
ment in both repurchased and Crown land
projects, this will mean much work for
the surveying and drafting staff.

The high priorities given to State
Housing and War Service Land Settle-
ment surveys have caused considerable re-
tardation in the progress of rural surveys
for general settlement; but it is expected
that this position will be greatly improved
-as the number of surveyors is increased.
Three cadet surveyors were successful at
the September, 1950, Licensed Surveyors'
Examination and two of these have been
appointed to the staff of the department,
the third being with a private firm.

A -surveyor was sent recently to the
Kimberleys on urgent work, and in addi-
tion two pastoral inspectors have been
employed for some months on the inspec-
tion of Kimberley stations in connection
with the reappraisement for the current
15-year period, which commenced in 1945.
it is expected that in order to lay the
foundation for progressive and controlled
settlement in the North Kimberley, and to
provide ground control for mapping from
the aerial photographs taken by the
R.A.A.F. last Year, two surveyors will be
engaged throughout the next dry season
in this far northern Part of the State.

In accordance with the reciprocal ar-
rangement made with the Commonwealth
and other States through the National
Mapping Council, some progress has been
made on the reproduction of lithographs
and maps for general purposes in conform-
ity with the system required for defence
purposes. A very extensive programme of
this national mapping work is ahead, but

owing to the urgent requirements of the
various State departments, priority must
be given to the mapping and drafting for
State and general purposes. Aerial sur-
veys are being used and it is expected that
if the necessary technical equipment can
be obtained, very rapid progress will be
made in complying with the requirements
for detailed photo maps and other plans,
based on aerial photography required for
the departments of Forests, Mines, Rail-
Ways, Public Works, Main Roads, Water
Supply and Lands and Surveys.

Vigorous land settlement has con-
tinued to be the policy of the Government
during the past year and will be continued.
it is hoped, with increasing tempo during
the coming 12 months. Whilst it is hoped
that "civilian" settlement will become
possible in the near future, the Govern-
ment recognises its responsibilities to ex-
Servicemen and has continued to give
priority to War Service Land Settlement.
For the first three years after the war.
emphasis had been placed upon the pur-
chase of partially developed estates as be-
ing the most rapid manner in which ex-
Servicemen could be placed on farms, and
this was undoubtedly true.

It was recognised, that even under nor-
mal conditions it would be impossible to
purchase sufficient partially developed
properties to settle all qualified ex-service-
men, and increasing attention was given
to the development of Crown Lands in
good rainfall areas which lent themselves
to rapid development, as opposed to heavily
timbered country where development was
necessarily more protracted. During the
last 12 months, however, a combination of
factors not necessarily under the control
of the Government had reduced the pros-
pects of purchasing improved properties
in the wheat and sheep areas, although
these factors did not operate to a similar
extent in dairying districts. The principal
of these were the cessation of price control
over rural lands in the last quarter of 1949,
the revaluation of the pound sterling, the
high price of all grain products, particu-
larly wheat, barley and oats, and the spec-
tacular increase in the price of wool. In-
vestigations and experiments carried out
for some years, not all of which had been
commenced by the present Government,
had supplied a pool of information regard-
ing Crown lands, which was of particular
value to the Land Settlement Board in
det~rmlning recommendations for the de-
velopment of specific areas.

The data available to the Land Settle-
ment Board has covered a wide field and
has been collated over the years by the
Department of Lands, Department of
Agriculture, Council for Scientific and In-
dustrial Research, Public Works Depart-
ment. and the Commonwealth Meteoro-
logical Bureau, all of which have been very
helpful to my department in its land settle-
ment activities. The Government has not
been tardy in accepting recommendations
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for the testing of sample areas on a large
scale, representative of considerable areas
of Crown land thought suitable for ultimate
settlement. This policy has been amply
rewarded and astonishingly successful
during the last two years. It has already
resulted in the complete acceptance by the
Commonwealth Government of two pro-
jects, namely, at Many Peaks and the
Rocky Gully-FranklanA River area, and
the partial acceptance of the Stirling
Downs area, which will mean the recoup
by the Conumonwealth Government of a
considerable proportion of the initial de-
velopmental costs which were incurred in
proving these areas suitable for farms un-
der the War Service Land Settlement
Scheme.

The Government. in continuing this
policy, has recently approved of the Land
Settlement Boards' commencing develop-
ment on what is known as the Hill River
project. This embraces an area. of from
250,000 to 300,000 acres lying 20 miles
west of the Midland Railway and stretch-
ing from Dandarragan in the south to
the Hill River, approximately opposite
Watherco in the north. It is believed
that in one or two years it will be pos-.
sible to submit this project to the Com-
monwealth Government, so that the cost
of developmental work could come under
the War Service Land Settlement Scheme,
and any loss at the time of the allot-
ment. of farms should be borne by the
Commonwealth and the State in partner-
ship.

The number of applicants who have
been allotted farms up to the end of
October, including farms which are in
process of allotment, is 574. In addition
to this, 20 applicants are undergoing
training at the tobacco training centre
at Manjimup. Five hundred and ninety
four applicants, therefore, may be said
to be either on properties or in process
of allotment. At the same time, there
are 806 qualified applicants, three-quar-
ters of whom require wheat and sheep
farms; and in addition there are 137 men
who recently have applied for properties
and are still awaiting classification. There-
fore, there still remain approximately
-950 applicants, of whom at least 800, it
is thought, will require farms.

The number of properties which have
been purchased or are in process of
transfer to the Crown is 555, costing
£3,503,974. The subdivision of these will
provide approximately 745 farms. The
pool of farms which are in various stages
of development and which yet remain to
be allotted is approximately 150. It will
thus be seen that at least a further 650
farms, the majority of which are for
wheat and sheep or fat lambs and wool,
must be found before all ex-Service ap-
plicants are placed. There is little doubt
thrat a vigourous policy of Crown Land
development, together with the continued

purchase of partly improved estates, as
these become available at a price range
which enables them to be included in the
scheme, can ultimately provide properties
for all qualified ex-Servicemnen.

The Land Settlement Board, whilst
adopting the policy generally of carrying
out the developmental work on repur-
chased estates by contract as far as pos-
sible. has found in practice that except
for the work of clearing, dam-sinking and
boring, contract work has proved unsatis-
factory. This is particularly the case
with cultural operations such as plough-
ing, cultivating, seeding, topdressing, hay-
cutting, etc. Very few contractors other
than farmers own the necessary plant for
this type of work, and the work on re-
purchased farms has naturally taken
second place to the work on the farmer's
own property. The programme is a very
considerable one on repurchased estates,
involving the clearing of approximately
85,000 acres, and the cultivation and lay-
ing-down in pasture of approximately
120,000 acres. The Land Settlement
Board has planned to complete this pro-
gramme within the next two years, so
that an even greater concentration upon
the development of Crown lands might be
undertaken.

The Commonwealth Government has
actively supported this programme, and
has approved of the establishment of a
pool of tractors and farm machinery
sufficient to carry out this work. The
major machines already available to the
board amount to 328. including 49 trac-
tors, 9 drills, 14 plows, 22 cultivators, 21
fertiliser spreaders and 10 combines. It
is planned to complete the holding of
machinery to a pool of 79 tractors, nearly
aEl crawler-type. 35 large drills, 46 plows,
22 cultivators, 21 fertiiser spreaders. 32
combines, 'and other small accessory
machinery. All this machinery will be
available also for cultural operations on
Crown lands.

During the year the supply of heavy
crawler-type tractors from 80 to 110 h.p.
has considerably improved. The attach-
ment of treedozers to tractors has not only
increased their capacity for handling
heavy timber, because of the greater
leverage obtained from the use of these
elevated arms, but also has reduced the
wear and tear on the tractor units. Great
difficulty has been experienced until re-
cently in obtaining these machines owing
to the shortage of dollars. However, three
sources of dollar supply during the year
have appreciably changed the outlook.
Two amnounts of £60,000 in dollars were
made available, practically all for the pur-
chase of heavy land-clearing equipment,
which would comprise approximately 20
fully equipped heavy 'dozers. All of these
machines have not yet arrived. In addi-
tion, the recent loan of £100,000,000 ar-
ranged by the Commonwealth Govern-
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went with the United States of America
has enabled an order for 80 machines to
be placed for the use of the Land Settle-
ment Hoard.

It is not Yet known how many of these
machines will become available ulti-
mately, but the rapidity of development in
timbered country will depend upon the
number of these machines received before
Christmas, as work generally is unsatis-
factory during the winter months. An
indication of the area which might be
cleared can be obtained by crediting each
fully equipped tractor with a capacity of
1.500 acres "pushed down" each year.
These machines, of course, are needed not
only for the development of Crown lands
in the southern districts but also for dairy
farms, and particularly tobacco farms,
upon which at least 30 acres of very
heavily timbered land suitable for tobacco
must be almost totally cleared on each
property.

The Government has great faith in the
development of the heavy rainfall areas
in the South-west or dairy districts. It is
in these areas that "civilian" settlement
may be commenced in the near future.
There are only approximately 80 quali-
fled applicants yet remaining for dairy
farms from among young ex-Servicemen.
However, the settlement of timbered land
must be carried out in conjunction with
the utilisation of valuable timber, and the
Conservator of Forests is endeavouring to
remove valuable timber from areas most
promising for settlement before other less
favourable districts are cut over.

The development of the tobacco indus-
try-in both the Manjimup and North-
cliff e areas, and in the Karridale area-
is past the experimental stage, and it is
proposed to develop a minimum of 20
farms each year until the demands of ex-
Servicemen are satisfied. There are prob-
lems to be overcome in this industry, as
there must be in the development of any
new industry on a large scale. The prob-
lems, however, are not technical ones con-
nected with the cultivation or curing of
the crop, but Probably those of labour.
particularly in harvesting. Growers are
well aware of these difficulties and are
planning in various ways to overcome
them.

Tobacco is an agricultural product for
which there is still a huge unsatisfied
and growing Australian market. Fur-
ther, reports from authorities regard-
ing the cultivation of this crop abroad,
particularly in the United States, have in-
dicated that with up-to-date methods of
curing and with the mechanisation
as far as possible of cultural operations,
Australia should be able to Produce high
quality leaf in reasonable competition
with outside sources. It is well to note
the steady growth of the tobacco indus-
try since the end of the war, from 25 to 83
growers, with every Prospect of a consid-
erable increase for next season. The area

planted to crop since 1945 increased
from 290 to 661 acres last Year, with a
known increase of at least 150 acres for
the present planting. The average price
in 1946-47 was 32.6d. per lb. compared
with an average of 59.56d. per lb. of leaf
during 1949-50. This price is approxi-
mately three times that ruling 10 years
ago.

Finally, I must refer briefly to the pro-
gress which has been made already in
Crown land projects and the work which
is being planned for the ensuing 12
months. Members who recently accom-
panied me on the Parliamentary tour will
be familiar with some of what I now am
going to say, but will bear with mne in
the interests of those members who were
unable, because of other pressing duties,
to accept my invitation. The projects
under way embrace three distinct types of
country from the developmental aspect.

Firstly: Heavily timbered land in high
rainfall areas of the South-west suitable
particularly for dairy farming, tobacco-
growing, and intense culture. Some 50
farms, mainly abandoned Rural Bank
holdings in the Manj imup, Northcliffe,
and Karridale districts are being de-
veloped to a stage where they can carry
40-cow units each. This type of work,
together with that on tobacco farms, re-
quires the heaviest equipment, and clear-
ing operations are almost entirely confined
to the dry summer months. It is planned
to have at least 10 heavy bulldozers, to-
gether with smaller tractors and subsidi-
an' farm equipment, operating in these
areas within the next few weeks. It is
believed by the Land Settlement Board
that this equipment is sufficient for im-
mediate needs.

Secondly: Timbered country in a rain-
fall of from 20 to 30 inches principally in
the southern districts and more suited for
fat lambs and wool production than for
dairying. The timber on these areas is
not so useful generally for forestry pur'-
poses, and, because of the lesser magni-
tude and density of the trees, is more
easily cleared. Typical areas would be
Frankland River and Narrikup areas.

Thirdly: Sparsely timbered or moorland
areas with a rainfall of 19 to 26 inches or
even more, upon which development can
be carried out rapidly without the neces-
sity of heavy 'dozing equipment. Typical
areas are "Stirling Downs" and portions
of "Many Peaks."

The Frankland River project, which em-
braces approximately 200.000 acres of
timbered country situated 20 miles west
of Mt. Barker to the F'rankland River,
and divided by the Mt. Barker-Manjimup
road, contains some Of the most fertile
Crown lands yet available in the State.
The annual rainfall is approximately 30
inches, whilst the growing period extends
over 8 months of the year. Following on
a soil reconnaissance of this area by the
C.S.I.R.O., a plan was submitted to the
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Commonwealth Government for the de-
velopment of the area as a War service
land settlement project. This was ac-
cepted last November, since which time
an area of approximately 160 acres has
been cleared, prepared and planted with
subterranean clover, Winunera. ryegrass,
and oats in experimental plots with vari-
ous fertilisers, by co-operation with the
Department of Agriculture.

After a recent visit of the Common-
wealth Director of War Service Land Set-
tlement, agreement was reached that de-
velopment should proceed in the Rocky
Gully area, and that farms should contain
800 acres of the main gravelly loam soil,
Bangalup formation or better types. This
would probably mean that farms would
average 1,000 to 1.200 acres depending
upon the topography of the country. Fif-
teen heavy tractors equipped with tree-
dozers are at present in this area, and
it is anticipated that at least 6,000 acres
would be available for sowing in the
autumn of 1951.

1 now turn to the Many Peaks project.
During the last year, as a result of suc-
cess in the establishment of 300 acres of
subterranean clover and Wimmera rye-
grass in 1949, the Conunonwealth Gov-
ernment has now reached agreement with
the State upon the size of farms in the
"Many Peaks" area. The area of 300
acres which was sown with copperised
superphosphate in June, 1949. for the
establishment of clover and ryegrass was
stocked with 87 two-year-old heifers in
December, 1949. and has carried stock
continuously since that time at an esti-
mated carrying capacity of 2 sheep to
the acre. It has been agreed that farms
shall have a minimum area of 600 acres
of the better types of soil, the maximum
farm containing 900 acres of useful clover
country without counting waste land. It
is proposed to plant up to 9,000 acres in
this area during the autumn of 1951, and
to extend development northwards to link
up with the southern extremity of the
Stirling Downs project. It is possible that
some farms may be allotted during the
coming year.

So far as the Stirling Downs project is
concerned the area south of the Stirling
Ranges and bounded on the east by the
Pallinup River comprises approximately
600,000 acres of treeless undulating plain,
about half of which may prove suitable
for development. The treatment of the
various soil types was approved by the
Government as a State project in 1949
when approximately 3,500 acres were
treated 1,000 acres of which were
planted with oats and subterranean clover
in June and July, 1949, and topdressed in
1950. The investigations so far have indi-
cated that there may be a zinc deficiency,
and that the soil types which will justify
further development Probably cover an
area of 450,000 acres.

An area of 3,000 acres at Stirling Downs
is now under pasture, and an additional
3,000 acres has been cultivated and is lying
as fallow to be planted next season. The
Commonwealth Government has agreed to
enter into partnership with the State in
the treatment of an area of 50,000 acres
on the south-west portion of Stirling
Downs, and preparations are being made
now for large scale rolling, burning, and
cultivation for fallow this season. These
activities of the Land Settlement Board,
of which I have given a very brief cutline,
indicate the reasons for increased expendi-
ture in this activity of the Lands Depart-
ment.

In dealing with migration I would point
out that during the year, 4,550 British
migrants came to Western Australia under
the migration scheme. Included in the
number were 59 building tradesmen, 62
tradesmen for the Railway Workshops, and
459 miners for the Goldfields. A number
of migrants have left the goldmining in-
dustry, but replacements are being made
from ime to time. In addition to British
migrants, there has been a rapid expansion
of the Commonwealth Scheme to take care
of displaced Europeans. The State is
naturally interested in these people as they
are helping to build up the labour force
of all our public works. Recently the Gov-
ernment appointed an officer to clear up
the question of the employment of these
workers on various Government projects,
and as a result of his activities it is hoped
to smooth out some of the acconmmoda-
tion problems associated with these new
Australians. We are vitally concerned In
the stepping up of the State's population
and therefore must be prepared to put up
with the many problems associated with
the influx of new citizens.

The Rural and Industries Bank continues
to make steady progress, its capital at pre-
sent being six million one hundred thous-
and pounds, an increase for the year of 634
thousand pounds. Profit for the year, after
providing £12,000 for contingencies, was
£12,500. The balance of the reserve account
was £147,000. Advances total £5,850,000,
an increase of £1,200,000, Deposits are
£2,900,000, an increase of £570,000. Invest-
ments total £2,220,000, an increase of
£767,000. The reverted properties now
total 231 as compared with 1893 when the
Bank commenced operations In 1945, Pro-
pertIes sold during the year totalled 254.
The remaining properties are isolated and
undeveloped and will be difficult to quit.

The bank's reconstruction plans in the
wheat and sheep areas have been prac-
tically completed and reconstruction pro-
grammes of individual farmers are mostly
in advance of schedule, and have resulted
In a substantial increase of production to
the benefit of the State. An area of 2,400
acres of virgin and reconditioned land In
the South-West has been cleared and
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pastured during the past year and is esti-
mated to carry an additional 000 cow units.
The bank's housing loan scheme inau-
gurated during the year is making steady
Progress and advances now total one mil-
lion pounds. During the year. the Gov-
ernment approved of the bank's assisting
Government servants to purchase house-
hold amenities and this privilege is being
greatly appreciated by servants of the
Crown. Branches of the bank now total 30,
an increase of three for the past year.

I will now refer to the Department of
Agriculture and its activities. Seasonal
conditions in the wheatbelt for the current
year have been much better than those ex-
perienced over the past two seasons. The
season opened early in May, about a month
earlier than last year, and despite some
anxious periods earlier, finishing conditions
have to date been quite satisfactory and
much more so than for the previous year.
The present crop position is sound with a
high yield potential. Even if no further
beneficial rains are received it would appear
that production should exceed last year's
figures, when 38,500,000 bushels of wheat
were harvested from 2,894,020 acres for an
average yield of 13.3 bushels per acre;
7,207,965 bushels of oats from 584,603 acres
or 12.4 bushels per acre; and 205.841 tons
of wbeaten and oaten bay from 175,745
acres or 1.2 tons per acre. The first pre-
liminary forecast for the wheat harvest for
this season Is for 45.4 million bushels to be
harvested from 3.12 million acres, for an
average of 14.55 bushels per acre.

The pasture position is at present sound
though it appears that in some districts
there will not be the same bulk available
for summer requirements as was the case
last year. As most of the rains received
this year have been of a soaking nature,
run-off has been below par, and as a result
the water supply position in many districts
is far from satisfactory and it can be
expected that water carting will be heavy
through the summer unless relieved by
summer storms. Lambing throughout the
agricultural districts was generally good;
the condition of stock is sound and clips
in general very satisfactory.

The season in lambing districts has been
above average and in consequence earlier
estimates indicated that substantially more
lambs would be available for export during
the current season. However, the many
aspects of local demand, including present
meat requirements and the very firm in-
quiry from graziers for sheep of all types
will have a marked influence on the final
export treatment figure. This is not ex-
pected to exceed 150,000 at the three works.

The tubercular testing of dairy cattle
for, the purpose of providing consumers
with a T.B-free milk supply in fulflment
of the requirements of the Milk Act has
been continued. The testing of all herds
supplying milk to the metropolitan area

in districts extending from Muchea to Yar-
loop has been completed and all cattle
found to be diseased have been removed
for slaughter. Herds supplying milk to
country towns have also been tested. The
demand for the immunisation of cattle
against contagious abortion with Strain
19 vaccine has increased steadily. Since
the inception of this work more than 50,000
heifers have been vaccinated by Govern-
ment officers. There is ample evidence
that the vaccine has proved highly effec-
tive for the control of the disease and that
it is no longer a serious problem in any
of the dairying districts.

Measures for the control of laryngo-
tracheltis in fowls have been continued and
about 20,000 birds are being vaccinated
annually on affected properties. The vac-
cine is being supplied to poultry farmers
by the department at cost price. Investi-
gations of the infertility problem in sheep
on subterranean clover pastures have been
continued. Urinary calculus formation In
wethers, which has recently been a source
of serious loss in the eastern agricultural
districts, is also being investigated. Every
endeavour is being made to control tick
and lice infection in sheep, and four addi-
tional stock inspectors have been appointed
for this purpose.

Fruit production has been below normal
owing to wind storms and lack of summer
rains. The apple and pear crop also suf-
fered damage from sunburn and as a result
exports were on a reduced scale. At Car-
narvon, shortage of irrigation supplies
through the failure of the Gascoyne River
to run, and winter frosts, have affected
production. Measures taken for the eradi-
cation of the codlin moth outbreak in the
Collie district appear to have been suc-
cessful. and no trace of this pest was found
last season. The control measures are
being continued again this year as a fur-
ther precaution.

Fine work has been done by the Fruit
Fly Baiting Committee, south suburban
area, in the control of fruit fly under the
compulsory baiting scheme. A similar
scheme Is being introduced in the Donny-
brook-Hoyanup area this Year. The Gov-
ernment grant of £10,000 a year and up
to £18,000 per annum when further baiting
schemes are organised, will do much to
reduce the ravages of this Pest. The train-
ing of ex-Servicemen for rural pursuits
under the terms of the Commonwealth
Government's Re-establishment and Em-
ployment Act has operated satisfactorily
throughout the year. In addition
many trainees have Passed through
the short intensive courses at Harvey.

At the rural training centre, 19 students
recently completed a course in tobacco
culture. These students have now been
Placed on their own farms. The mnanurial
nutrition studies of agricultural plants
being made by the department consist
mainly of trace element deficiency in-
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vestigations of cereals, pastures, flax,
vegetables, vines and fruit trees. This
type of investigation is becoming of in-
creasing economic importance in view of
the greater development of light lands
and the necessary re-arrangement of ac-
cepted fertiliser practices following short-
ages in the organic manures applied to
certain crops.

Selection and introduction work is being
continued with vegetables, citrus fruits,
root stocks and rape vines with a view
to multiplication and distribution of
superior lines. A new rust-resistant va-
riety of runner bean has been evolved
which should be of considerable value to
market gardeners and others. The seed
of this variety is expected to be avail-
able for distribution early next year. Pro-
gress is being made with the establish-
ment of a poultry research station and a
vegetable research station on Government
property adjoining Herdsman's Lake. The
whole of the site has now been cleared,
and the construction of internal roads and
the installation of a suitable water supply
will be undertaken shortly.

The tobacco industry is expanding, and
the number of growers will probably ex-
ceed 90 this season. Investigations and
cropping are being continued at the Man-
jinup tobacco research station, and pre-
parations for cropping at the Karridale
research station and for an exploratory
plot at the Denmark research station are
well in hand. The State's production of
tobacco leaf last year exceeded 600,000
lb., and this year, with the planting of
approximately 950 acres, it is anticipated
that the yield will approximate 750.000
lb. of leaf.

Through the work of the Soil Conserva-
tion Service, soil erosion control methods
suited to local soil and climatic conditions
are now demonstrated in over 50 areas of
the wheat belt. Farmers and road boards
continue to seek even greater extension of
these activities. The use of aerial photo-
graphy for land use capability and soil
salinity surveys has contributed greatly
to fast and accurate work. Demands from
farmers for this type of work continue
to be greater than can be met. Further
increase of staff will be made shortly.

Progress in the reconstruction of the
Kalgoorlie abattoirs has reached a stage
which will permit of full operational con-
trol, and the preparations necessary to
make this control effective are now in
hand. Satisfactory progress is also being
made with the reconstruction work at the
Midland Junction abattoirs, and it is an-
ticipated that the work will be sufficiently
advanced to Permit of full operational
control being instituted before the middle
of next year.

Conditions have been satisfactory for
dairying although there has been no in-
crease in production. This is felt to be
due to the impact of higher meat prices
in particular, causing many farmers to re-

duce the size of their dairy herds. The
quality of both butter and cheese has im-
proved; the percentage of choice butter
for the year was 31.4 per cent. compared
with 28.4 per cent. in 1948-49, 17.9 per
cent. in 1946-47, and .6 per cent. in 1944-
45. There has also been an improvement
in the quality of cheese. The cheese im-
provement plan, however, is yet in its
early stages and a considerable amount of
work still remains to be done.

Grade herd recording has been extended
and at present there are 29 units. The
number of cows under test represents ap-
proximately l5 per cent. of those in the
dairying areas. This is Probably the
highest percentage of any State in the
Commonwealth. Considerably increased
attention is also being given to the test-
ing of stud herds. Pasture experiments
and demonstrations have been increased
very greatly during the Past two years,
particularly with the assistance of the
special grant from the Commonwealth
Government. In all, approximately 500
acres have been sown in this way. The
work covers not only research projects,
but also demonstrations using existing
knowledge. The Denmark Research
Station is being further improved and the
experimental programme enlarged. Work
on the development of the Wokalup Re-
search Station is in progress, and it is
hoped that residences for staff will be
erected during the current year.

Irrigation waters likely to be available
in the summer of 1951-52 will permit an
extensive area of permanent pasture to
be sown which will facilitate the research
programme. Experimental work with
new pastures species, fertiliser, non-irri-
gation on land and trials on potatoes are
ini Progress. Investigations into the growth
rate of beet cattle are about to commence.
It is hoped that a first-class dairy herd
and piggery will also be established and
that the latter will be developed in con-
junction with facilities for carrying out
pig-testing for all stud breeders.

The Department of Labour is charged
with the control of all industrial condi-
tions of Government and semi-Govern-
ment employees other than those of the
Railways and Tramways. Many claims
for increased margins and other condi-
tions have been submitted during the
past twelve months, and it is pleasing
once again to note the number of consent
awards and agreements which have been
effected. There are still many cases
awaiting finalisation, but in the majority
of them conferences with the unions
concerned have been held, and it
is confidently anticipated that the claims
will be settled satisfactorily to all con-
cerned.

It is pleasing to report that no serious
dislocation of industry so far as Govern-
ment workers are concerned has been ex-
perienced, and this year we have been
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most fortunate in not having to contend
with power breakdowns such as occurred
last year.

The practice of officers of the Labour
Department in visiting the various con-
struction works and Government under-
takings with a view to assisting to obtain
a better understanding between the em-
ploying department and the workers con-
cerned has led in no small measure, we
believe, to the continuance of the present
harmonious relations existing in the in-
dustrial field. The Government has taken
a keen interest in the industrial welfare
and amenities of the various jobs, and
with this end in view, some time ago
decided to enlarge the activities of the
Department of Labour. it is hoped
steadily to better the conditions of our
workers and every endeavour is being
made to improve working conditions.

As to the Factories Department, a con-
tinuous inspection of factories, shops and
warehouses has been made, with special
regard to working conditions, safety ap-
pliances and staff amenities. Considera-
tion is also given to lighting, both artificial
and natural. Action is taken in regard
to all breaches of awards and agreements
under the Industrial Arbitration Act for
employees in factories, shops and ware-
houses. Bakehouses receive special atten-
tion and particular regard is given to
hygienic conditions. It is pleasing to note
that progress is still being made in regard
to industrial accident prevention, and an
officer is continuously engaged on this
phase. It is hoped, with the co-operation
of all concerned, that accidents in fac-
tories will be reduced to a minimum.

MR. HOAR (Warren) (5.11]: First of
all, I wish to thank the Minister for
sponsoring and arranging the recent tour
of the Great Southern, which enabled
members to visit that part of the State
for three or four days and witness at
first-hand the work being undertaken in
the way of land development and settle-
ment there. It was a most educational
experience and one which could and
should be multiplied in respect to other
parts of the State. I notice that the Pre-
mier is smiling. No doubt he is thinking
of the exchequer, but trips of this sort
are of far more value than money in that
they enable members to gain a better
knowledge, not only of their own areas
but also of the districts of other members
and thus form a better understanding of
the State for which they legislate. I hope
that that tour did not represent a flash
in the pan, but that other trips will be
arranged; in f act, I should like to see a
trip of this sort organised each session
until such time as we have visited the most
interesting areas.

So far as I could judge during the tour
of the Great Southern, the crop prospects
appeared to be particularly bright, and I
have no doubt that in course of time

when it becomes necessary to settle those
areas, they will bring a wonderful im-
provement to the production of the State.
not only of wheat, wool and fat lambs,
but also in all avenues of agricultural
enterprise that the Government hopes to
sponsor in this and other areas. When
in the South Stirling area, I wondered
why that particular country had been
selected, as it is a place where I should
not care to live. It is far-removed from,
civilisation, is a treeless type of country,
there are no amenities, no roads or com-
munications. All these services will no
doubt be developed in time, but it ap-
peared to me as being one of the last
places that I would have had anything
to do with for settling people on the land
at this stage. Other avenues could be ex-
ploited for land settlement without put-
ting the taxpayers to the expense which
will be involved in opening up the South
Stirling area.

I could not help wondering why it had
been thought necessary to open up that
country at this juncture. I realise that
there is a, big demand for land for the
settlement of ex-Servicemen, as well as
for other branches of settlement, but to
me it seems to be a mistake to believe that
permanent settlement can be encouraged
in areas such as South Stirling. I do
not believe there is anything attractive
there at all. Another thing that struck
me is this: Why has it been so neces-
sary for the Government to exhaust our
few remaining areas of Crown lands? It
appears to me to be unwise and not in
the best interests of the State to exploit
them without investigating all other pos-
sibilities of land settlement. I realise the
importance of collating data concerning
the prospects of settlement in these areas,
but not necessarily for immediate use.

I well remember that the last Labour
Government had a good deal to do with
soil surveys and other forms of activity in
these and other areas in the hope that,
through the knowledge gained, we would
one day be able to settle quite -a large
number of people. But I question whether
the Labour Government, had it been re-
turned, would have sought to use those
areas at this early time without first mak-
ing full use of the country already avail-
able. When I say that, I refer to the large
tracts of alienated land which are not
being properly used. I have some statis-
tical records of such land in the South-
West Land Division which, of course, em-
braces all that area considered to be most
suitable from a rainfall and all other
points of view, for the settlement of large
numbers of people on the land. It was
amazing to me to learn just how many
acres of alienated land in the South-West
are not being used at all. There are 30
districts in the division and I have taken
at random about eight or nine of them,
representing, I think, a fair average of
the whole.

2625,



2826 ASSEMBLY.)

I have taken the figures in respect to
land settlement in those areas and the
land now being used, and that not used.
The figures show that in the Albany dis-
trict, in round figures. there are 29,000
acres of land in use out of a total of
129,000 acres, leaving 100,000 acres un-
used. In the Upper Blackwood district,
149,000 acres are in use out of a total of
411,000 acres, leaving 261,000 acres not
being used. In the Bunbury district. 11,000
acres are in use out of a total of 27,000
acres, leaving 16.000 acres not in use. In
the Cranbrook area, 107,000 acres are
being used out of a total of 494,000 acres.
leaving 387,000 acres not in use. In the
Denmark district. 15,000 acres are in use
out of 50.000, leaving 34,000 unused. In
the Manjimup district, 74,000 acres are
in use out of a total of 208,000 acres. leav-
ing 134,000 acres not being used. In the
Nannup area, 10,000 acres are being used
out of a total of 40,000 acres, leaving
29.000 unused. In the Sussex district,
70,000 acres are being used out of a total
of 142,000 acres, leaving 71,000 acres un-
used. In the Plantagenet area, where
there is some of our best land. 103,'000
acres are in use out of a total of 311.000
acres, leaving 207,000 acres unused. The
totals for the subdivision show that there
are 1,300,000 acres in use out of a total
of 3,360.000 acres of alienated land, leav-
ing over 2,000,000 acres that are not in
use: and these figures apply to only part
of the South-West Land Division.

In the No. 2 subdivision, which contains
the wheat and sheep areas, and where a
much higher percentage of land is being
farmed, we find that out of slightly more
than 10,000,000 acres of alienated country,
six and a half million acres are being
farmed. That still leaves three and a half
million acres not being exploited agricul-
turally. If we take all the figures in the
South-West Land Division, which includes
all the settlement projects the Government
can think of in respect of wheat, sheep,
dairying, tobacco, etc.. we find that, ex-
cluding Crown lands, there remains in
private ownership not less than 5,623,000
acres which are not being used for any
purpose at all. I thought it worth while to
get these figures confirmed by the Statis-
tician's Branch, which I did, and they are
correct.

The Point is that the unused land in
private hands is equal to an area five times
greater than the Many Peaks, North Frank-
land, Rocky Gully, South Stirling. Den-
mark and North Stirling areas Put to-
gether. Yet the Government thought it
wise to use the few remaining areas of
Crown land rather than first of all make
the investigation, which I think is war-
ranted, into all alienated lands in
the South-West Land Division to see
whether they are being properly used to
the advantage of the State. Or whether
they are being held privately for selfish
reasons.

The Premier: Do not you think a great
advance would be made if labour and
clearing equipment could be obtained?

Mr. HOAR: Yes. Some of this land,
particularly in the closer-settled areas,
is reasonably held. It would be un-
fair to go through the dairying industry,
where most of the farms are from 200 to
300 acres in extent and when we found an
area of 100 or 150 acres that had not been
developed, decide to resume it because, as
the Premier says, it is probable that its
development had been retarded through
the lack of equipment and machinery in
the last ten years or so. But, giving all
that in, there still remain some millions of
acres of country which are privately held
and are dot being used for any purpose at
all other than, I think, to make a profit.
The Government. in my opinion, condones
what is being done by its very inaction;
and at the same time it bemoans the slack-
ening off in dairy products. We cannot
have it both ways.

We will not solve the problem of the
State by throwing open our few remaining
Crown lands. The first essential in land
settlement is to make absolutely certain
that all alienated lands are being properly
and adequately used, because that is the
only way in which we will be able to feed
the population that we shall get here in
the next few years. It is not fair on tax-
payers to make the Crown lands available,
because they have to stand the cost of the
extra development involved. This State
will certainly double its population in the
next ten or 20 years, and it may even go
further, because we can undoubtedly carry
a large population in the South-West Land
Division. It is absolutely wrong to enter
into any project which means the throw-
ing away of the few remaining acres be-
longing to the people, without first finding
out whether the land that has been alien-
ated is being properly used.

The Premier: Do not you feel that a lot
of land, classed as light land, in safe rain-
fall areas, will develop into good, useful
country?

Mr. HOAR: Is the Premier referring to
Crown lands?

The Premier: Yes.
Mr. HOAR: Yes, and I think it was a

wise move by the Government and its pre-
decessor to make investigations and pre-
pare data on soil analysis, which will be
valuable in determining what can and can-
not be done with those areas. But I think
it is bad administration to throw away our
few remaining Crown lands rather than
concentrate on the proper development
and use of the country that has already
been alienated. If the Government is sin-
cere in its desire to utilise all our agricul-
tural lands to the best advantage, then its
first duty to the State is to see that those
lands are developed to the maximum. Fur-
ther alienation of Crown areas should have
occurred only after that had been done.
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Partly as a result of the trip to the
Great Southern and partly as a result of
a fairly extensive knowledge of the South-
West generally, I have come to the con-
clusion that a close investigation is war-
ranted into these millions of acres of alien-
ated lands to which I have referred. It
would pay the Government handsomely to
undertake such an investigation. It is no
use talking about loss of production in
dairying. A couple of days ago, the "Daily
News," under the heading "W.A. Butter
Position Discussed," published this infor-
mation-

W.A. Director of Agriculture A.
MacKenzie Clark submitted evidencethat the State's butter production in
the 1949-50 season declined by 5.1 per
cent. on 1947-48. In the same period,
cheese production dropped by 31.5 per
cent., he said.

Milk production in the last three
years had, however, remained fairly
constant about 50,000,000 gallons a
year. Condensed Milk production in
the three years had increased by 23.7
per cent.

We can see from those figures that, unless
something drastic is done, we shall be im-
porting butter within a few years. The
cost of development prevents many dairy
farmers from improving their holdings
with a view to increasing production. The
trend of butterfat Production today is
alarming. There is no encouragement, in
my opinion, for dairy farmers--the small
farmers with 200 to 300 acres-to remain
in butterfat production. It is far easier
and more profitable for then to transfer
to some other form of production. If ever
an industry needed a Royal Commission
to make a full investigation, it is the
dairying industry today. if we are to have
such a commission appointed, and I think
we ought to within the reasonably near
future, we have to take into account the
cost of developing the heavily timbered
areas. During his speech this afternoon
the minister said that he had great faith
in the heavily timbered areas. So have
I but I say now, as I have said .in this
Chamber before, that the cost of develop-
Ing those areas is far greater than any
individual farmer can bear, and a portion
of that cost should be borne as a national
charge and accepted by the nation as its
responsiblity.

The Minister for Lands: I think that is
so. When these properties are developed
they are revalued. The economic value is
all that It costs the soldier.

Mr. HOAR: That is the point. That is
all it costs the soldier. The principle -of
the nation accepting a portion of this debt
as its own responsibility is nothing new
because it is being done today under the
Soldier Settlement Scheme. We recognise
that fact-

[90]

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Mr. HOAR: -and we recognise the fact
that the ultimate price of a farm should be
based on the productivity of the soil on
an average butterfat price spread over
five years--or some such basis as that.
But, I think we have Overlooked the fact
that while we have been dealing with plans
for soldier settlement-which, of course,
are definitely justified-we have lost aUl
Contact with our civilian farmers; with
thdse men who were manpowered to their
farms during the war; the small dairy
farmer who could not get away. Those
men are finding themselves at aL tremen-
dous disadvantage today. The soldier set-
tler is coming back and a property is
arranged for him and portion of his debt
is struck off, but not for the civilian far-
mer. That is something that we have to
face up to and it is something that a
Royal Commission could inquire into. If
that were done I am sure the commission
would recommend along the lines of the
recommendations of the Warren District
Zone Council of the Farmers'. Union. They
have suggested a means of financing de-
velopment in those areas. The council
says that it is not a bit of use increasing
the price of butterfat. That is not the
solution to the problem.

We are no better off with butterfat at
about 3s. today than we were when it was
about half the price. We have to increase
production on properties. If that is done
the present price might be proper and
reasonable from the farmer's point of view.
The solution is not to be found in con-
stantly Increasing the price of butterfat.
We should concentrate on the unexploited
areas in the dairying industry and see that
they are brought up to a proper standard
of production. For the information of the
Committee I want to quote from a state-
ment made by the Warren District zone
Council of the Farmers' Union to indicate
to those members who are interested what
this council thinks of the question. This
plan has passed through the Farmers'
Union, through the hands of the Federal
member for the district, Mr. Freeth, and
on to Mr. R. 0. Casey. I will follow up
the plan by reading Mr. Casey's reply.
From the reply of Mr. Casey it will be
seen that this Government should get busy
and approach the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in connection with this matter,
I1 quote the letter to the Minister-

Basis of the Plan.

(1) Commonwealth to recognise the
national importance of the develop-
ment of our lower South-West, and
to recognise that it is beyond the capa-
city of the State, and the individual,
to -carry out this work without Com-
monwealth assistance in finance and
the Provision of labour.
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(2) Commonwealth to find the fin-
ance to cover clearing, necessary
machinery, fencing materials and seed
for the laying down of pastures.

(3) Advances made to the individual
farmer to provide for these items to
be subject to a writing off of a suitable
amount per acre when the work is
done and the cleared land is sown
down to pasture.

(4) The full amount of the advance
to be free of interest for the first, say,
three years--it is suggested that after
this period of time a given area of
land could be cleared and sown to pas-
ture, from then onwards the advance
so employed, and has already been
subject to the writing off as suggested
would carry an interest charge of, say,
3j per cent-in the fourth Year in-
terest only to be met, from then on-
wards the advance to be subject to £50
redemption per annum, and interest
charged on the reduced balance.

Calculating on a total advance of
£1,000 (this figure taken as convenient
for calculation) the debt against the
farmer would be written down to £500
when the area so developed was sown
down' to pasture-on the suggested
basis the debt would be redeemed in
14 years, the aggregate of the interest
paid would be £101 uls. 3d., an aver-
age of 2.03 1 per cent. The principle
underlying the suggestion is that pos-
terity should and must be required
to carry a goodly proportion of the
burden, the very nature of the job
makes this imperative.

With that I am fully in accord because I
know of no small farmer today-the small
dairy farmer who after all is the back-
bone of the dairying industry-who can
under any circumstances meet his commit-
ments in regard to the development and
clearing of this heavily timbered country
to which the Minister made reference.
This proposal has been passed through to
the Commonwealth Government and this
is Mr. R. G. Casey's reply-

Dear Mr. Freeth,
.I refer again to your representations

on behalf of the Warren District Zone
Council of the Farmers' Union of W.A.
concerning its plan for the develop-
ment of the lower South-West of
Western Australia.

I have now studied the plan and am
in a position to give you my comments.

As you know, I am greatly in favour
of expanding rural industry and be-
lieve that encouragement should be
given to local groups to formulate
their own development programme for
consideration by governments.

I therefore think the Warren District
Zone Council is to be complimented
on the initiative it has shown in out-

lining such a plan. However, you will
appreciate that, under the constitu-
tion, development of resources is
primarily the concern of the State
Governments, and constitutional limi-
tations would make it difficult for the
Commonwealth Government taking the
initiative in financing individual
schemes for rural development.

I therefore suggest that the Warren
District Zone Council be requested to
submit its plan to the West Australian
Government, in the first instance. if
the State Government so desires, it
could ask the Commonwealth to assist
in undertaking the programme.

You are no doubt aware that a pro-
portion of the funds from the dollar
loan has been allocated for the pur-
chase of agricultural equipment. Ap-
plication to import should be made
through the normal channels of the
Department of Trade and Commerce,

In connection with labour require-
ments for rural development, the De-
partment of Labour and National Ser-
vice through its employment service is
arranging the placement of migrants
in decentralised hostels and on farms
in order to facilitate decentralised de-
velopment.

I thereforp suggest that the Warren
District Zone Council register its
labour requirements with the local
Commonwealth Employment Officer.

The Minister for Lands: I have sug-
gested something along those lines to the
Government. Just as an indication, I have
suggested interest free loans for five years,
in a civilian scheme. It is the interest that
cripples them.

Mr. HOAR: That has been done in two
areas already and to my knowledge It is
working satisfactorily. But, it does not
face up to the real issue that the ultimate
cost of the whole development and clear-
ing of those areas must be borne by the
farmer. Even though he has an interest-
free loan for five years he must still meet
the complete debt over the years. If we
are going to develop these heavily timbered
areas for the dairying industry, to any
further extent, then we have to face up to
the fact that the civilian dairy farmer to-
day has equal right to the same conditions
as those enjoyed by farmers under the
Soldier Settlement Scheme. That scheme
makes provision for a writing off of a cer-
tain amount of capital indebtedness. Un-
less we accept that as a definite principle
we are doing an injustice to all those
farmers in the South-West who are out-
side the Land Settlement Scheme.

-The Minister for Lands: I agree that if
we want a scheme lie that to be a success.
we must help the farmers.

Mr. HOAR: Yes, and I am pleased to
hear that the Minister is thinking along
those lines. I suggest that the Govern-
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int appoints a Royal Commission to in-
quire into the dairying industry for the
very purpose of finding out just what is
the best thing to do, from a State point of
view, to increase production. We need that
increased production and we will need it
in greater quantities as the years go by.
We must give the farmer a feeling of dig-
nity and an opportunity to progress that is
now being given to those who served in the
last war.

The Premier: You want two Royal Com-
missions; one into wholemilk-

Mr. HOAR: No, I do not. I want the
Premier to appoint a Royal Commission
into the wholeinilk industry-which a
majority of members of this Parliament
desire-and an extension of its powers to
cover an inquiry into the whole of the
dairying industry. I think a Royal Com-
mission such as that is warranted. The
figures I quoted show that butterfat pro-
duction is going down, cheese production
is decreasing and the production of whole-
milk is stationary, while concentrated milk
food production is increasing because there
is more money in it.

We cannot blame the farmers because
the development costs are terrific and drive
them into other avenues of production
rather than encourage them to stay on the
butterfat side, to which most of their
farms are suited. If we do not have such
an inquiry or Royal Commission we will
find that many of these farmers will not be
able to meet their indebtedness on a
butterfat basis. But if a scheme, such as
has been suggested by the Warren District
Zone Council, could be adopted it would
enable these farmers to meet their indeb-
tedness and it would let Posterity meet
some part of the obligation. If that is
not done we will see a further recession in
the dairying industry and we will be forced
to import large quantities of butter,
through the State's refusing to accept its
fair share in opening up the heavily tim-
bered areas.

MR. HEARMAN (Blackwood) [5,43]: It
is refreshing to know that the member
for Warren has apparently accepted some
ideas that I put forward during the de-
bate on the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission into the wholemilk industry. I
suggested then that that industry should
not be separated from the rest of the
dairying industry. On that occasion the
member for Warren apparently did not
see eye to eye with me. However, now
he suggests that there might be some-
thing in the idea of treating the inidus-
try as a whole. He did mention that
large areas of unallenated land which are
not fully productive and which are situated
in the South-West. I suggest that the
latter portion of his speech, to a great ex-
tent, supplied him with the answer to the
problem. It is simply this: Under the
present set-up the small man is milking

25 cows, on the average, while under the
War Service Land Settlement Scheme 35
cows are considered the minimum number
for a man to start with. it simply means
that the smaller man is not ini a position
to develop his property himself.

I agree with the member for Warren
that consideration should be given to the
idea of bringing the smaller man up to
the standard of the War Service Land
Settlement Scheme. He warrants it be-
cause be is the man that has stuck there;
he has seen it through and has carried
on. Therefore he merits some additional
consideration, particularly when the State
is in need of dairy products to the extent
that it is. However, this question of addi-
tional production from the land is bound
up largely with the question of super.
supplies. It is that aspect of agriculture
I wish to discuss this evening. In rela-
ti'on to the demand the supply position
is not particularly good. It seems iin7
probable that we can expect any sub-
stantial increase in super. production
from our existing works for some years
to come. The present works are capable
of producing some 400,000 tons a year
and the Present indications are that that
target should be achieved this year, but
consumption has approached alarmingly
close to the production potential.

Last year 395,000 tons of super. were
despatched from the super, works. In
the 194 6-47 season the production was
262.000 tons which means an increase of
about one-third. We have not yet reached
our manufacturing potential. It is true
that the production from the project at
Albany has increased from 50,000 tons to
60,000 tons, but I suggest that it will not
in any way meet the potential demand
there will be for super. in the next few
years, particularly if all those additional
lands are to be brought into production.
The position is almost sufficiently serious
for us to give some consideration to the
question of whether we can afford to go
on with the further purchase of bigger
areas by the Government, br-inging new
land into production, if we have not the
super. to carry on with the job and see
it through, and provide that when the land
is allocated to settlers they will be assured
of adequate supplies of super.

Those who are already farming have
some claim to priority and if large areas
are to be brought into production it will
mean greater demand for super. Today
we are rationing super, using the base
year to allocate the quotas. I do not
necessarily criticise the system for at the
time It was the only one that could be
devised. However, I Suggest it is by no
means the soundest scheme for the al-
location of super. supplies. I think the
rationing system could be bettered al-
though we have not the power to do that.
The system Is on a voluntary basis and
I think we will have to establish a better

2629



2630 [ASSEMBLY.]

one for the distribution of our super.
I would like the Minister, therefore, to
investigate this point with a view to in-
stituting a better system in the future.
If the question is to have the hacking
and goodwill of the community it will
have to be based on sound scientific pre-
mises, and anything short of that will be
unsatisfactory and lead to a certain
amount of manipulation and criticism.
Further, it is vitally necessary to estab-
lish the system on sound scientific lines
as quickly as possible.

Although I am only a layman and do
not profess to be an agricultural scien-
tist, I suggest that there are quite a num-
ber of avenues that can immediately be
followed in the course of an investigation.
There will be a large number of prob-
lems to be determined and solved, which
problems affect all the agricultural areas.
I suggest the first thing that should be
done is to collate all the information
available at the Department of Agri-
culture, Cuming Smith Mt. LyelI Super-
phosphate Works and the University
of W.A. A considerable amount of
data has been accumulated over a num-
ber of years as a result of field trials, but
they are not always designed to fix the
rate of super. application. Nevertheless
there is a lot to be learned from the re-
ports of those trials which I think could
be applied to the particular problem in
mind.

I think that research along scientific
lines will assist greatly the utilisation of
super. There are other means of increas-
ing production, such as rotational crop-
ping, better pasture management, better
grazing methods, improving pastures gen-
erally. There is almost endless scope in
this matter and I think we have reached
the stage when we must give the matter
some attention.

Another avenue along which investiga-
tion could be made is that in regard to
the use of ground rock phosphate. It was
used to a degree some years ago in a
hit-and-miss manner and the results
achieved then were not as encouraging as
we could have hoped. I believe, however,
that with the knowledge we have acquired
since then we may be able to use ground
rock phosphate, particularly in soils that
have great acidity and also, I think It may
be possible to use that particular phos-
phate in the treatment of new land and
in conjunction with ordinary super. It is
possible we may be able to build up a con-
siderable amount of residuary phosphate
in the soil by ground rock phosphate
rather than by the use of the normal
water soluble super. I suggest that is an-
other avenue for investigation.

Then again, the use of lime could be
fostered. I know a lot of people who say
that the use of lime does pay in Western
Australia, but if questions are asked at
the Department of Agriculture the officers
there will say that they have not con-

ducted any field trials to ascertain its true
value. I know a farmer in my area who
is farming a property which is not par-
ticularly fertile, and he is still able to
produce green crops of lucerne in March.

The Minister for Lands: Does he burn
his own lime?

Mr. HEARMAN; I do not think he does.
The Minister for Lands:. Lime is very

costly.
Mr. HEARMAN: I know that, but if

one can produce lucerne in March by the
use of lime it is a matter well worthy of
investigation.

The Minister for Lands: Personally, I
am a great believer in it.

Mr. HEARMAN: We might perhaps
achieve some basis for rationing by
establishing what amount can be termed
the true economic rate of super. applica-
tion in various rainfall belts for pasture
purposes. I think the wheatbelt has got
the rate of application for wheat fairly
well fixed. However, as to the growing
of pastures, I suggest that there are many
and varied opinions as to the rate of
super. application. For the treatment of
paddocks that have been in production
for some considerable time and also for
the maintenance of that production,
farmers take into consideration not only
the question of quantity but also that of
quality of pastures in my own area. Ex-
periments have been conducted recently
with molybdenum and agreeable results
have been achieved, but they are not
conclusive yet.

From the results obtained from field
trials, it is quite possible that farmers
could maintain their production with a,
lighter rate of super. application than
they are using at present for at least a
year or two on their old top-dressed coun-
try which would enable them to apply
more super. on their new land. I mention
these matters in an endeavour to demon-
strate to the Committee that there is tre-
mendous scope for an inquiry of this
nature, and if it were held we would be
able to establish a scientific basis for the
rationing of super. supplies which would
not be to the detriment of any particular
farmer or farming community, We could
at least engage an officer of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, such as Mr. Elliot
who is a capable agristologist. I know
he has already a fund of knowledge of
my own particular area and others.

The University of W.A. would no doubt
also be able to provide personnel to con-
duct the necessary inquiries, and the
manufacturers of super. would have a
great deal Of information which could be
made available. Those firms have officers
of their own who are more or less working
along these lines. I have discussed the
matter with some of them and they have
assured me that they would be willing to
co-operate. Some of the graduates from
the -University, who have a knowledge of
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the subject, could also be enlisted to assist
in the carrying out of an inquiry along the
lines I have suggested. I impress upon
the Minister the necessity of tackling this
matter with resolution and expediency, so
that we can say that perhaps next year
we have a much better basis to work on
than we have at the moment for our
allocations of the available super. supplies.

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) [5.57): Under
the half -dozen or more headings which the
Minister for Lands mentioned when in-
troducing his Estimates, there are two mat-
ters which I would like to discuss. The
first is the War Service Land Settlement
Scheme, and the second is agriculture,
more particularly in regard to super. As
one who was very critical, both of the
previous Administration and of this Goy-
ernmnent in its early years of office-

Mon. J. T. Tonkin-, I have not noticed
that.

Mr. ACKLAND: of the land settlement
of soldiers returned from the war, it seems
advisable that I should have something
to say now because I believe, in the last
two years at least, there have been great
strides towards providing returned soldiers
-with agricultural properties. If the mem-
ber for Melville does not know it, I am
quite certain that the Minister for Lands
knows how critical I was of his adminis-
tration of this department, and I was sup-
ported by other members.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It was not made here.
Mr. ACKLAND: I was critical more par-

ticularly of the purchase of some estates
and the manner irn which improvements
were then being made. Today I think the
position is entirely different. Though 1,
for one, can never become enthusiastic
about buying an improved farm from one
man and putting another man on it who
will not perhaps work it as well as did
the Prfevious owner, I can be enthusiastic
over the way in which the Government
has tackled the improvement of virgin
land. I think the Minister said that the
Government had purchased 535 improved
properties and on them had placed 745
new settlers. In my own electorate there
are 61 such farmers now working their
properties. Not one of them has approached
me in any state of discontent as to his
farm or the way in which he was progress-
ing. I am willing to admit that the prices
they are receiving are greatly responsible
for that position. I am of the opinion that
a little too much has been done for the
men on these properties. I believe in en-
couraging sell-reliance and sell-help. if
a man has to work for something. he is
in the long run better able to appreciate
what he has.

There are many of these new farmers
who are now in aL position to Purchase their
properties. I suggest to the Government
that although these men have been able

to establish credits sufficient to enable
thema to get the title deeds of their pro-
perties, they should not be allowed to sell
their farms except under exceptional cir-
cumstances where it is proved they are
not able to carry on. The placing of re-
turned men on farms was not undertaken
with the Idea of allowing them to traffic
in properties but rather to establish them
as the farmers of the future. I would
like some provision made whereby these
men will not be able to sell their properties
inside 10 or 12 years, apart, of course, from
their being in ill-health or Suffering acci-
dents that would prevent them from con-
tinuing.

Mr. Cornell:. is there not some provision
in that respect?

Mr. ACKLAND: I do not know, but I
thought it wise to proffer the suggestion.
When it comes to establishing farmers on
new properties, I think the Government is
doing a great Job not only for the men
themselves but for the State and the Com-
monwealth generally. I appreciate very
much the trip that was arranged by the
Minister so that members could visit the
lower Great Southern. If one had had
criticism to offer regarding what had been
done at Ben Ord and other properties in
earlier years, the method by which the
department had tackled the improvement
of these new properties leaves very little
indeed to be desired. The operations
have been carried out with common-
sense and a great deal of practical
application. Whether it be at Rocky
Valley or Many Peaks, or South Stirling
the same interest was displayed in the
work that has been carried'out. A fine
job is being done there, and the results
that have been achieved in so short a
time are really astounding. I think it
can truly be said that the State is now
making the greatest advance in agri-
cultural development in its history.

The Minister for Lands: There is no
doubt about that.

Mr. ACKLAND: I am rather perturbed
as to whether the development in pro-
gress is likely to receive a check. One
such check would be the retarding of
development through shortage in supplies
of fertiliser. Not only is land settlement
progressing quickly because of the opera-
tions of old established farmers but be-
cause new men are entering the industry
in greater numbers. In practically every
instance the land that is being brought
into a state of productivity is low in fer-
tility and requires a, great deal of super.
to induce production.

The development we saw in the Great
Southern covered an area embracing
1,600,000 acres. If 90 per cent. of that
land were brought into production and
a bag to the acre used in the first
application, it would be found to require
90,000 tons of super. for that first dress-
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ing. Thereafter I think it would require
something in the vicinity of 60,000 tons
pet year. Of course the whole area will
not be brought into production in one
year. At the same time we must realise
from the figures I have quoted what it
means to bring the land into production.
We get some idea of how the super. posi-
tion is wrapped up in the matter of pro-
duction. It Is for the Government to see
if super. can be made available in suffi-
cient quantities to meet the demand
which is here today and will be increased
in the near future.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Have you any ideas
ont the bag problem?

Mr. ACKLAND: I realise that that is
a very big problem, and it looks as though
paper bags will have to come into the
picture. As I mentioned previously, prac-
tically all1 the new land that Is coming
into production is of low fertility and re-
quires a generous supply of super. The
Government should put the production of
the super. works at Albany as its No. I
priority. That is far more important than
the prevision of steel for the Causeway.
I understand with regard to the works at
Albany-to which the Government has
given financial assistance to the extent
of about £250,000 free of interest over a
number of years, which gives it the right
to have a definite say regarding how
quickly the works should be producing-
it is 12 months since arrangements were
made for them to be established and opera-
tions have not proceeded beyond the
levelling of ground in connection with
the preliminary work.

I notice that at Bassendean a tremen-
dous steel structure is being erected. I
am told that the steel used has all been
imported. If a company can import steel,
so can the Government. I think the Gov-
ernment should insist on progress being
made and should take a definite stand in
forcing quicker production from the
Albany super. works. I understand it is
anticipated that 60.000 tons of super. will
be produced annually at the works when
completed. I suggest that 120,000 tons
should be regarded as the least that the
works should turn out each year.

The Minister for Lands: You have some
ideas about the basic quotas, have you
not?

Mr. ACKLAND: I will mention that as
I go along.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You do not need
the Minister to prompt you, do you?

The Minister for Lands: Of course he
does not, but he mentioned that matter
to me.

Mr. ACKLAND: Reference has been
made to the rationing of super. supplies.
We all know that users of super. have
been rationed during the last two years.
The basic quota was taken on the 1947-

48 and 1948-49 figures and no purchaser
of super. could obtain a greater quantity
than the greater tonnage purchased dur-
ing either of those years.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is is not strange
for that to happen under a Government
that was going to let go controls?

Mr. ACKLAND: It had to be done.
Provision had to be made for super. sup-
plies for new men and for others who
had not received sufficient quantities of
super. to enable them to make a reason-
able living from their properties. I notice
the Government intends to make some
alterations in that method this year
whereby people who had 60 tons or more
are to have a reduction in their quota.
I do not suppose the farmers will like
that idea, but I must admit it is quite
necessary in order to make provision for
sufficient super. not only for the new men
but for those who have received an in-
sufficient quantity in the past. I suggest
to the Government that although that
scheme was all right for one year, it
could only be considered as a stop-gap.

I join with the member for Blackwood
in his suggestion that a committee should
be set up to determine what is the neces-
sary quantity to be supplied to farmers
in the various districts so that they can
have sufficient for their land. I believe
that if we go into the 12 to l6in. aver-
age rainfall areas it will be found that
less super. will be required than in the
30 to 4Dmn. rainfall districts. If the
committee, which should consist of some
farmers but mostly of qualified men from
the Department of Agriculture, were to
investigate the position and arrive at a
basic figure, we would approach the
problem in a much better way.

Mr. Kelly: Would you rate them on the
acreage basis?

Mr. ACKLAND: I would rate on the
basis of the cleared land they were using
in their farming operations.

Mr. May: Would you take into con-
sideration the quality of the land?

Mr. ACKLAND., Yes, all these points
should be taken into consideration. On
the agricultural experimental farms the
officers of the Department of Agriculture
have already arrived at some figures that
could be used by the committee. It has
been established on both the Merredin
and Wongan Hills experimental farms
that up to 1501b. per acre was an eco-
nomic appplication to the land there, but
at the same time it was not necessary
to apply so much afterwards and that it
might be found that i001b. would be
sufficient. In the lower rainfall areas it
might be found that 601b. of super, ap-
plied to pastures would be sufficient. In
fact three times that amount might be
necessary in other high rainfall areas.
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Mr. Kelly: The application of 601b.
in the Yfigarn district has given excellent
results.

Mr. ACKLAND: I know that and the
same thing applies in other districts. I
insttnce those figures by way of illustra-
tion. I emphasise that the committee
would have to start work quickly to gather
information regarding the applications
necessary.

Sitting suspended /rom 6.15 to 8315 P.M,

Mr. ACKLJAND: I was endeavouring to
indicate the necessity of altering the Sys-
tern of alloiation of super. in Western
Australia and the advisability of appoint-
ing a committee which would arrive at a
formula regarding the quantities of super.
which should be used per acre for the
various classes of ground. It is interest-
ing to realise just how the use of super.
has increased over the years. I under-
stand that prior to 1910 all the super.
used in Western Australia was imported.
Most of it came from Europe.

Mr. Brady: We used to get it from the
Abrolbos Islands.

Mr. ACKLAND:, That was not super.!
During 1910 the super. companies erected
their manufacturing businesses and, in
the follo-wing year, approximately 25,000
tons of super. were manufactured and
sold to the farmers of this State. By 1920
the quantity sold had increased to 66,000
tons and the figures for subsequent years
were as follows:-1925, 130,000 tons; 1930,
256,000 tons; 1935. 206,000 tons: 1940.
267,000 tons. During the war, because
of the shortage of shipping and on ac-
count of the rationing of super., the quan-
tity sold was reduced to 120,000 tons. By
1945 it had increased again to 205,820 and
from that year the manufacture and sale
of super. have increased at a very steep
rate, the figures bcing:-1946, 265,813
tons; 1947, 289,312 tons; 1948, 333,412
tons; 1949, 369,327 tons. Last year we
had an all-out record of 395,530 tons.
More would have been sold had it not
been for stoppages at the works because
of a power break-down and a strike. For
this season it is estimated that 420,000
tons will be manufactured and sold by the
companies operating in Western Austra-
lia; but that will be approximately 30,OOQ
tons below requirements.

I understand that already the allocation
committee which has been set up to dis-

- tribute the super. has to deal with a great
many applications, My figures were pre-
pared six weeks ago; and though they
will not be absolutely correct, they will
give the Committee some indication of the
way the farmers, both new and old, want
to increase their Supplies for the coming
year. We find that 319 new farmers have
made application for 6,051 tons. They
have asked for an increase of approxi-
mately 19 tons each. Then 2,387 previous

users of super. have asked for an increase
of 37,847 tons. That gives a total of
43,$95 extra tons of super. required.

No doubt a careful analysis will show
that all that super. is not needed by all
those growers, but a great proportion will
be, and I think it is quite reasonable to
estimate that people could use an addi-
tional 30,000 tons in this coming year
which it would be quite impossible for
them to receive, It has been suggested
that farmers are trying to buy extra super.
as a means of evading income tax. I do
not believe that is so. Rather, it has been
brought about because they realise that
it is a business proposition to use heavier
applications of super. They have proved
that the application of super. in greater
quantities to craps and pastures is
thoroughly justified. It is interesting to
realise to just what an extent the altera-
tion in orders has gone.

Prior to 1945, 80 per cent. of the super.
which was purchased in Western Austra-
lia was bought by cereal growers and ap-
proximately 20 per cent, was purchased
by graziers. Today, roughly 60 per cent.
is purchased for cereal growing and ap-
proximately 40 per cent, by those who
want to apply it to pastures. I believe
the time is not far distant when those
who wish to buy super, to use on pastures
will be greater in number than those who
wish to use it for cereal growing.
Those are the reasons why the Govern-
ment needs to look into this matter
quickly. I am of the opinion that there
will be a market for 600,000 tons of super.
in the very near future. The capacity
of our works today is somewhere in the
vicinity of 420.000 tons--that is if they
could procure the sulphur for the manu-
facture of super.

The Premier: When do you expect the
600,000 tons to be required?

Mr. ACKLAND: Say in seven or eight
years! I have already pointed out that
the soldier settlement scheme alone for
the lower Great Southern district, should
70 per cent, of the land which has been
ear-marked be brought under production,
will need 90,000 tons for the first year's
application-that is, if a bag to an acre
is used, which seems to be a reasonable
application for that Part of the State as
a first application. Thereafter I would
say that they would need to put on one
cwt. which would take 60,000 tons a year.
Add to that all the developmiental work
being undertaken by private individuals
and it stands to reason that the need for
super. is going to increase by leaps and
bounds.

It would be a tragedy if the greatest de-
velopmental period in the history of West-
ern Australia was strangled because there
was not sufficient super, to Put on the
ground. It would be a worse tragedy if
people took the coverage off the land and
found that they were unable to make use
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of it. It would result in erosion and a
great waste of money as well as of good
land.

The Premier: It has been suggested we
should import super. Would the farmers
buy it at the increased price?

Mr. ACKLAND: I am glad the Premier
asked that question. I know that one firm
in Western Australia approached the Com-
monwealth Government for a permit to
bring 8,000 tons of super from Europe and
I understand it was going to cost at least
£18 per ton landed at Fremantle. That
firm. had orders for every ton, and the
people who were going to buy it would have
used it as part of their quota. But I am
told that Mr. Bulcoek, the Director of Agri-
culture for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, advised that Government not to
grant a landing permit. Why, I do not
know; but I strongly recommend to the
Premier that he do all in his power to
have super. imported into the State until
such time as Western Australian manu-
facturers can produce all that is required.

Mr. Oliver: What is the difference in
price?

Mr. ACKLAND: I think the price here
is £10 2s. or £19 l8s. with cash before de-
livery.

Mr. Oliver: And you say they would pay
£8 10s. a ton more for imported super.?

Mr. ACKLAND: Rather than go without
super. and for the limited proportional
quantity which could comne into the State,
there are many farmers who would be
quite prepared to buy the super. at the
extra price.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Private enterprise should
have had more foresight.

Mr. ACKLAND: I am not going to
criticise the companies. I have mentioned
how super manufacturers have increased
their supplies over the last few years. I
think I mentioned that there were 126,000
tons in 1944 which I am quite willing to
admit was the lowest production year in
the State for many years. It was brought
about because of the war and because we
could not get rock phosphate into the
country. Last year we produced 395,000
tons and this year it is anticipated there
will be 420,000 tons manufactured;, and we
cannot abuse the companies when they
have a record of that description.

Mr. May: What is the capacity of the
companies at present?

Mr. ACKLAND., They are just about at
full capacity now. But we know that sulphur
will not come Into the country after the
end of next year. We have been getting
sulphur from America, and I understand
that Australia, as well as other countries,
has been told it will have to look elsewhere.
The only other places where there is any
quantity at all are Sicily and Chile. I un-
derstand that American interests are al-
ready buying up supplies in Chile and the

supplies from Sicily are not unlimited by
any means. Further, I am told that whereas
the price of super. that we got from
America was about 12 per ton, the price
from Sicily is likely to be £32 per ton. It
is not of as good quality as the member for
Blackwood has suggested.

Mr. May: Do not we get our sulphur
from Mexico?

Mr. ACKLAND: I do not think so. I
believe that almost the whole of it is at
present coming from America. We are
fortunate, in this State, in that we have
vast supplies of sulphur substitutes. The
Norseman pyrites deposits art enormous in
extent, but there are diffiulties in trans-
porting the pyrites from Norseman to
Perth. The distance is about 460 miles
by rail, and it is 120 miles by rail from
Norseman to the coast, from whence the
pyrites must travel by sea to the metropoli-
tan area. The transport of that com-
modity by sea involves some difficulty to-
day, as we all know what the waterside
workers would do if they were asked to
start handling pyrites from Esperance to
Fremantle.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That is not correct.

Mr. ACKLANDJ: We can deal only with
the facts as we know them. For every ton
of super, used we understand that about
30 per cent. of sulphur is required, and'
we are told that pyrites contains about 50
per cent. sulphur;, and so, if we needed 150
tons of sulphur to make 450 tons of super.,
I do not know whether we would want
double the quantity of pyrites, because of
its containing only 50 per cent. of sul-
phur, or not, but, to bring the pyrites from
Norseman to the super. works would be a
costly business. I am informed that at
present some of the firms are using a
percentage of pyrites, but I understand
that the Government is transporting pyr-
ites at about £1 per ton, as against an
actual cost of about £4 per ton. if we
are to bring pyrites from Norseman to
the manufacturers of super., we will in-
volve the railways in a further loss of about
£500,000 per annum.

Ron. E. Nulsen:, That is why I say that
the super. requirements of this country
should be produced nearer to the source
of supply of pyrites.

Mr. ACKLAND, I cannot agree with
that, because one-third of the super. con-
sists 6f sulphur and If we are to transport
three times that amount of manufactured
sulphur, we shall be faced with a situation
with which our railways cannot deal be-
cause it would need at least two trains per
day each day of the year. That would
place on the railways a burden with which
they would not be able to cope for many
years to come. The interjections with
which I have had to deal have put me out
of my stride.
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Mr. W. Hegney: Take your time. We
have three weeks to go yet!

Mr. ACKLAND: I support the member
for Blackwood, who suggested that experi-
ments should be made with ground rock
phosphate. I understand that in the
United States, Illinois, which has a heavy
rainfall such as we have in the lower
South-West of this State, is using the
ground rock phosphate with satisfactory
results. Although the application would
have to be heavier than the normal appli-
cation of fertiliser, it is possible that some
of our difficulties could be overcome if
that method were proved useful here. The
hon. member said that experiments had
been made but had not been conclusive.
It was suggested, by interjection, that the
manufacturers in this State had not done
their job properly, but I think the figures
I have given prove that they have done
so, because the western Australian manu-
facturers are the only ones In the Com-
monwealth that are producing to capa-
city.

It has been suggested that the Com-.
monwealth Government will enter into an
arrangement with the Broken Hill Pty. Co.
Ltd. to manufacture, In the Eastern States,
all the sulphur required in Australia. The
question was asked recently by a Goldfields
member as to what was the tonnage of
sulphur that could be produced on the
G~oldfields. I believe it Is possible to col-
lect sulphur as a by-product of the works
at Wundowie. When It is realised that it
would cost the companies in Western Aus-
tralia £750,000 to alter their works to make
them capable of using pyrites In the manu-
facture of super., one can realise why they
have been hesitant about commiting
themselves to that expenditure until such
time as it is proved that sufficient super.
cannot be obtained otherwise.

Mon. E. Nulsen: It will ultimately work
out cheaper than the importation of sul-
phur.

Mr. ACKLAND: I would like the hon.
member to make his own speech later,
and let me proceed with mine. I believe
we shall ultimately have to get our pyrites
from Norseman and I am not duplicating
that source of supply: but the companies
would not be business concerns if they
did not wish to look into all the pros and
cons of the matter before committing
themselves to an expenditure in the vicin-
ity of £150,000.

The Attorney General: We will be able
to buy pyrites in South Australia shortly.

Mr. ACKLAND: That may be so.
Hon. E. Nulsen: Western Australian

pyrites contains the highest percentage of
sulphur in Australia.

Mr. ACKLAND: 1 am informed that the
best deposits In the world are those at
Norseman. I appeal to the Premier and
to Cabinet to give this matter No. 1

Priority as the whole of our prosperity is
bound up with questions of agriculture. We
are at present in a period of the greatest
agricultural development that this State
has ever known, and it would be a calamity
if, while our people can afford the money
for development, and while we have the
assistance of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in settling our returned soldiers on
the land, the programme were arrested
through lack of adequate supplies of super.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Agriculture is the back-
bone of Australia.

Mr. ACKLAND: I will deal next with the
distribution of super. Years ago, the
agents who handled this product received
a commission of 10Os. per ton. Later it
was proved that that service could be ren-
dered for is. 6d. per ton, but today the
agents receive 4s. 6d. per ton for doing
nothing at all other than write out the
orders and receive the cheques which they
hand over to the super. companies. For
that they are receiving £80,000 per annum.

Mr. Fox: They are not alone in that res-
Peat.

Mr. ACKLAND: When the Government
is considering this position, I ask that it
should give thought to the formation of a
small body to handle the orders as between
the companies and the purchasers. In
South Australia, there are no distributors
of super, that function being performed by
a staff of three or four who receive the
orders and cheques from the farmers and
arrange with the companies or manufac-
turers for the distribution. I am of the
opinion that that service could be per-
formed for 3d. or 4d. per ton, and I believe
that the expense involved in setting up a
committee for that purpose, to arrive at a
formula as to what each farmer should re-
ceive in the way of super-particularly in
years of shortage--could be covered by a
small collection from the producers.

I do not desire to take business from any-
one who gives value for the money ex-
pended, but there is some Scottish blood
in me somewhere, and I detest being asked
to give money for no service whatever, I
do not suggest that this service should be
performed by some socialistic concern. The
organisation necessary could be set up by
the super companies, as has been done in
South Australia, and I think that will
eventually be the case here, but at all
events we shall not be able to make the
allocation of super compulsory unless
something of the sort is done, and unless,
of course, we can get the full co-operation
of the works. But I am of the opinion
that it will be years before anybody will
have to go out hawking super. in Western
Australia. At present, if we are going to
get the best use of the super available in
Western Australia I think there will have
to be instituted some form of either volun-
tary or compulsory control. I believe it
can be done voluntarily, particularly if the
manufacturers agree. That is all we would
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want. I would like the Government to give
same consideration to that matter. I have
taken up the time of the Committee but I
make no apology for doing so. I believe
this is the most important matter that the
Government will have to deal with in the
coming years, and the sooner it starts it
the better. I am going to ask the Premier
to take a hand in hurrying on the works
at Albany as a first step.

The Premier: What do you suggest
we can do to hurry them up?

Mr. ACKLAND: The Premier has lent
them somewhere in the vicinity of a quar-
ter of a Million pounds on very favourable
terms, I think free of interest, though I
am not quite certain of that. I do not
blame the Premier for doing so and I am
not criticising him for doing so, but if he
has assisted them to that extent certainly
he has the right to say how quickly they
are going to get to work and spend it. We
see a firm building works with steel out at
Bassendean. Those works have gone up in
a matter of two or three months--a very
short period. Those people got their steel
from somewhere, and if they could get it
so can the Government. I feel that the
Government should take a hand in the
matter. I am not saying this in any critic-
ism of the Premier and his Cabinet, but
rather as a suggestion that if others can do
it so can the Government.

The Premier: We are doing all we can.

Mr. ACKLAND: I do know this, that
authorisation of these works was given
twelve months ago and to date there Is not
one bit of structural work in hand, at least
so the member for Albany tells me, and he
ought to know. No work has been done
there at all.

Mr. Hill: The levelling has been done.

Mr. ACKLAND: Yes, only the levelling
has been done. Consequently, 1 should
like the Government to investigate just
what super is going to be available. If
reports I have received are true, then the
United States of America are not going to
supply sulphur to Australia after 1951. I
do net speak with any authority in that
matter. it is something that I have heard
around the city. If we have to go in for
pyrites then it is necessary for the Gov-
ernment to get very busy arranging for
transport to the works of this State. Per-
sonally I do not know how we are going
to do it. We know the state of the rail-
ways, and I am told that we need two
trains leaving Norseman and arriving at
their destination-

Hon. E. Nulsen: Probably three trains.

Mr. ACKLAND: -I do not know how
many trains we may need. We have not
the rollingstock to do it. If this is going
on forever it seems we must make a shorter
railway from Norseman to the works.
Whether it will go from Norseman to
Hyden and perhaps from Brookton to

Perth is a matter that must receive con-
sideration. All r ask is that the Govern-
ment make plans in advance if pyrites is
to be brought from Norsemnan to manu-
facture super. in this country.

Mr. Fox: The super. works should have
been at Esperazice.

Mr. ACKLAND: There is a limit to the
number of super. works we can have. Long
ago some of us would have interested our-
selves in having a co-operative super. works
which could have been financed just as
easily as the co-operative bulkhandling of
wheat, if it were not for the fact that we
have almost too many super. works today.
We have one at Geraldton, two at Bassen-
dean, one at North Fremantle, one at Bun-
bury and now we are erecting one at Al-
bany. I am not going to be so foolish as
to suggest that there should be more super.
works erected. When I say "put the pre-
sent super. plant into production to make
it handle the pyrites' I know it is going
to cost three-quarters of a million pounds,
and I am not going to suggest that fur-
ther works be built up which would most
likely cost at least a million pounds.

Mr. Fox: There Is a line from Norseman
to Esperance.

Mr. ACKLAND: The member for Albany
will have an ally in me insofar as I think
that super. works at Albany are necessary
and the people in the hinterland of Albany
should do some work to bring this area into
production. The Director of Works said
that there was only two per cent. of the
hinterland of Albany brought under pro-
duction. There is a very great percen-
tage of the hinterland of Albany that
would be as good as anything in Australia
if it were given the super. to enable it
to produce. We saw the effects of that
when we were down at Rocky Gully and
Manypeaks. I am told the dressing of
super. was very heavy. Whether it was or
not. I do not know, but I do know that
the results were astonishing, and I found
it very difficult to believe the growth of
clovers and pastures of one sort or an-
other as a result of the super. put on
that land. It was unbelievable and it had
to be seen to be believed. If it could be
done there in what we saw, it can be done
in most of the Albany country. Therefore
I will not agree that the works at Albany
should not be proceeded with. I do appeal
most sincerely to the Govermnent to rea-
lise-possibly it does realise-just how im-
portant this is. I can see a wonderful
future for this country. All the land I
know of that is waiting to be brought into
production is land that will need very
heavy dressings of artificial manures, and
I hope the Government will realise the
importance of it.

HON. E. NULSEN (Eyre) [8.551: My
remarks will be impromptu and very
brief. After listening to the member for
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Moore I feel I should have something to
say in regard to the primary producers
of Western Australia who are really the
backbone of this State. I do not refer to
the primary producers in agriculture only
but to every primary producer-the per-
son producing cattle, sheep or any-
thing that comes from our land. To pro-
duce these things we must have super, and
to have super- we must, of course, org-
anise. But I feel that the super. com-
panies, having monopolies at the present
time, have let the State down because
they must have known the position in re-
gard to sulphur in other parts of the
world, and although they knew it they
had not heeded it. Had the primary pro-
ducers or the users had control of the
super. knowing the importance of it, they
would have made provision for the future.

We know that we have in this State a
very vast land and that the agricultural
potential of this country is beyond the
conception of any person in this State.
At the present juncture we do not know
the possibilities, but without super. we
cannot produce. To this Chamber and to
the people of Australia I say that those
who use super. should control it because
they know the importance of it. With-
out it we cannot produce wheat, wool or
the necessary means of living-that is,
what we eat and wear. Therefore I feel
that so far as phosphatic rock was con-
cerned they knew they could get all their
requirements; the companies also knew
the position in regard to sulphur but did
not heed it. We know we have won-
derful resources of pyrites not only at
Norseman but in other parts of the State
-at Southern Cross and down at Ravens-
thorpe. After a thorough investigation by
the Mines Department the highest per-
centage as far as pyrites is concerned
have been located at Norseman.

Mr. Perkins: That is not necessarily
true either.

Hon. E. NLELSEN: That is true in ac-
cordance with the figures of the analysis.

Mr. Perkins: The only analysis the
Mines Department has shows that the
percentage is higher at Ravensthorpe.

Hon. E. NfLSEN; I dispute that, and
that is how arguments occur.

Mr. W. Hegney: Is Ravensthorpe in the
electorate of the member for Roe?

Ron. E. NULSEN: I have no objection
to what the hon. member has to say, but
I know from the point of view of analysisand according to the reports I have that
the highest percentage and also the great-
est quantity of pyrites have been located
at Norseman.

Mr. Perkins: Some of those other de-
posits have not been tested.

Hon. E. NtILSEN: We do not know any-
thing about those that have not been
tested. We do not want prognostication;
we want facts.

Mr. Perkins: The tests show that there
may be some other deposits.

Ron. E. NULSEN: So far as I know they
may be limited, and I am only speaking
of facts. Seeing that we have a wonder-
ful deposit of pyrites at Norseman, I feel
that the super. works should be estab-
lished at Esperance, It has been pointed
out by the member for Moore, who put up
a reasonable argument with regard to the
primary producers of this State, that we
cannot do without super., and to make it
we must have some other means if we
cannot get sulphur. To make one ton of
super. I think we must have 25 per cent.
of pyrites. If we are going to have con-
gestion on our railways I feel that the
establishment of a super. works for the
primary producers of this State should
be at Esperance, and that is quite a
logical argument.

Mr. Perkins: You will have a job to
get the primary producers to support you
in that.

Hon. E. NtTLSEN: Like many members
in this House, they are traditional and
Orthodox and do not like changes. if
they were prepared to look ahead they
would find, if they worked it out on an
economic basis that the works should be
confined to one place and a distribution
made from that particular centre.

Mr. Perkins: How would it be distri-
buted from Esperance?

Hon. E. NTJISEN: If the manufacturing
were placed under the control of the users,
they could provide their own means of
distribution. This would be done by boat,
because undoubtedly the cheapest form
of transport throughout the world is by
sea. If there were boats to carry the
super. to the various ports, it could be
distributed more economically than by
Jliaving works here, there and everywhere
and having to pay for several sets of ad-
ministration. The member for Moore
Pointed out that it is not economical to
have too many works manufacturing
super. That is correct: it means dupli-
cation, and duplication costs money.

Mr. Perkins: Then why not manufac-
ture it all in the Eastern States?

Hon. E. NtTLSEN: That might be better
than having too many works, but the im-
portant point is to manufacture the super.
nearest to the required resources. It can-
not be manufactured without sulphur,
and we cannot get sulphur unless we use
pyrites.

Mr. Perkins: Mt. Morgans pyrites is
much cheaper than Norseman's.

The Attorney General: What about the
Pyrites in South Australia?

H-on. E. NULSEN: If it Is desired to go
out of the State, why not go to Norway
or some distant part like that? The point
is that the cost of transport would be too
great.
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Mr. Perkins: That argument would
apply if works were established at Esper-
ance.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The member for
Moore stated that two or three trains
would be required to transport the super.
and that it would have to be conveyed
over an already congested railway system.
If the super. were produced at Esperanee,
one train could convey the pyrites to the
works at Esperance and that would be
about equal to having three trains to take
the super. to the distributing organisa-
tions. Consequently, it must cost very
much less to the producers nearer to the
source of the sulphur supplies than to pro-
ducers further away.

Mr. Perkins: Would not Merredin be
more central?

Hon. E. NULSEN: In that event, the
pyrites would still have to be transported
over the railways. The member for Roe
seems more concerned about looking after
his own interests than those of the pri-
mary producers generally.

Mr. Perkins: I think you had better
call in the member for Merredin-Yllgarn.

Hon. E. Nt1ISEN: To put the business
on a proper basis, all the super. should be
manufactured at one place and not in
different parts of the State. If we are
going to reduce costs to the primary pro-
ducers, we must deal with production in
a businesslike way. No matter what busi-
ness is being carried on, It must be con-
centrated, and if works are scattered
throughout the State. super. cannot be
produced economically. If works were
established at Esperance, the cost of land-
ing the phosphatic rock there would be
no greater than landing it at any other
port, and, as I have pointed out, Esper-
ance would be nearer to the source of
pyrites.

If a company were formed consisting
entirely of primary producers, as I have
advocated, it would have its own boats
capable of carrying 10,000, 12.000 or 20,000
tons of super. and distributing it at the
various ports as required. This un-
doubtedly would be very much cheaper
than the present system. I am fully con-
vinced on this point and I hope that seri-
ous consideration will be given to it. The
member for Roe has an idea that there
are deposits of pyrites in the Ravens-
thorpe district. I do not dispute his state-
ment, but as regards the Mines Depart-
ment, it has been proved that the largest
and richest deposit of pyrites in Australia
is at Horseman.

The Attorney General: That is incor-
rect.

Mr. Perkins: The Mines Department has
not examined it.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The department has
done so. A geologist went there and it
has been proved conclusively that we have
supplies of pyrites at Horseman sufficient
for at least 50 years.

Mr. Perkins: The only information the
Mines Department has is of the tests car-
ried out by the old German company at
Ravensthorpe.

Hon. E. NUTLSEN: If the hon. member
can prove that a larger and richer de-
posit for sulphur content exists there, I
shall be prepared to give way to him. I
am afraid the hon. member is speaking of
a potential or something that has not
been proved. I hope that consideration
will be given to my proposal to manuf ac-
ture super. at Esperance. I have not gone
into the matter fully this evening, but,
after listening to the member for Moore,
I felt, as he did, that there were too many
firms now manufacturing super. I have
come to the definite conclusion that the
most economical means of producing
super, would be by establishing large
works at Esperance. If It can be proved
that super. manufacture can be more suc-
cessfully undertaken at Albany, Bunbury,
Fremantle, Geraldton or any other port,
I would support it, but I am definitely of
opinion that the cheapest place to pro-
duce it at present would be at Esperance,
because it would cost no more to land the
phosphatic rock there than at any other
port and because that is the port nearest
to the deposit of pyrites.

HON. J1. B. SLEEIWAN (Fremantle)
[9.81: 1 suppose that my friends on my
left will be wondering what I know about
super. and farming. I would say that the
Government and our friends who claim to
represent the farmers of this State have
shown very little initiative. When they
knew that supplies of sulphur would be
Practically unobtainable, all they did was
to exclaim, "What are we going to do
now?" They did very little. There are
ways and means of getting sulphur, and a
member representing a coastal electorate,
in conjunction with the ex-member for
Mt. Magnet, Mr. Triat, did all that was
possible early in the piece.

We had an interview with Mr. Agnew,
manager of the Lake View and Star mine
and also with Mr. Espie, manager of the
Kalgoorlie Gold mines Ltd., and also had
communications with Mr. Hilton, of the
Great Boulder mine. Mr. Agnew was Quite
satisfied that it would be possible to recover
the sulphur that was going up in smoke
through the chimney stacks. Mr. Espie
told uis that the ores in his mines were
poor in sulphur content, but that those
at Bullfinch were stronger.

I was satisfied and so was Mr. Triat that
it would be possible to recover the sulphur
which was going up in smoke, and we did
our best, but we were told that the mining
companies were not prepared to do any-
thing at the time. We were satisfied that
we could arrange with a company that was
prepared to install a plant to recover the
sulphur. I understand that the process is
quite a simple one, somewhat similar to the
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process adapted at Wiluna for extracting
the arsenic from the smoke that was going
up the stack. just as the arsenic was
recovered at Wiluna, so the sulphur could
be recovered at Kalgoorie.

If the Government and members of the
Country Party had bad an eye to business,
they should have known that some years
ago an American company conducted ex-
periments at Kalgoorlie and expressed the
belief that the sulphur could be recovered
and that the price would be no more than
that paid for the sulphur imported from
Spain and Italy. Therefore, I am of opin-
ion that all the friends of the farmers are
not on the Government side of the House.

Mr. Perkins: That sulphur would cost
double the amount.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I have told mem-
bers what is possible. Now the member for
Roe wants to raise the question of price.
We were assured that the price would be no
more. The best thing the Government can
do is to get busy and arrange for the com-
panies to recover the sulphur from the
smoke on the mines and thus make the
mines of some real value to the farmer.

Mr. Hearman: H-ow much sulphur could
be obtained?

Hon. J. B. SLEEAN: Hundreds of tons
are going up the stacks weekly. Although
we were informed that the sulphur front
the Bullfinch ore was richer than that at
the gold mines of Kalgoorlie, I under-
stand that the ore on the Boulder mine
is fairly rich in sulphur content. That is
a contribution by one member who is sup-
posed to be no friend of the farmers.

Mr. Perkins: What do the companies
say about it?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: As I explained,
we saw them and they were not prepared
to put in a plant at the time, but we
know of a company that would, and thus
sulphur could be made available to provide
the super. so badly needed by the farmers.

The member for Moore was greatly con-
cerned about the distribution of super., but
he was not so much concerned about the
distribution of potatoes. Last session we
had a Select Committee on potatoes and it
was revealed that the distribution of super.
involved nothing compared with the dis-
tribution of potatoes. It was found that
the potatoes come from the country agents
and then are handled by a company called
Potato Distributors Ltd., and then go to
a man named Murray and from Murray to
the Potato Board and from the Potato
Board to the merchant and from the mer-
chant to the retailer and then to the Poor
old consumer. When we tried to do some-
thing to help the consumer, what assist-
ance did we get from the member for
Moore? He was not concerned about the
distribution of potatoes. I hope that when
he talks about the cost of distributing

super., he will be prepared to lend a help-
Ing hand to enhure that consumers of pota-
toes--the great bulk of the people in this
State-receive some consideration instead
of having to pay all these various inter-
mediaries through which the potatoes pass
before they reach the consumer.

Let me say a few words about bags. A
little while ago a shipment of bags passed
through Premantle. The member for
Moore is always prepared to have some-
thing to say about the lumpers. The lump-
ers could have been a friend to the hon.
member on this occasion. just as they
offered some years ago.

Mr. Hearman:. Do you mean the water-
side workers?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Yes. The water-
side workers some years ago put up a
scheme for the more economical handling
of wheat. But the farmers would have
none of it because the waterside workers
had made the suggestion. The ship has
gone on and the bags with it. If the
Country Party members or the Govern-
ment bad had any initiative at aUl those
bags would have been landed here. I
'want to know what the Minister f or Supply
and Shipping did about getting them. Did
she do anything? Or did she say. "The
bags are going and that is the end of it.
I can do nothing"? Had the Government,
or those members who profess to repre-
sent the farmers, seen the member f or
Melville, the member for South Premantle
or me, the matter would have been easily
arranged. There are other methods of
having cargo discharged besides bringing
a boat alongside the wharf. Explosives
boats never come alongside to unload.
Lighters go out to them and take off the
explosives and then carry them to the
jetty. Had an approach been made to the
waterside workers there would have been
no trouble in unloading the bags into
lighters, and the bags would now be in
this State instead of somewhere else.

Mr. Nalder: Have they gone to the East-
ern States?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAkN: Yes. The super.
people say they have no bags, but if any
initiative had been displayed the bags to
which I have referred would have been
here.

MR. BOVELL (Va~se) [9.18]: it was
my privilege, together with other mem-
bers, to visit, at the invitation of the
Minister for Lands, the land settlement
scheme for returned Servicemen in the
Albany district. I was greatly Impressed
with the work of the Government there.
We first of all passed through territory
where returned Servicemen were being
rehabilitation on established farms, and
later we went to the developmental areas
of the scheme. I am impressed with the
Rocky Gully Project because I feel that
the land there is worthy of settlement.
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The Mt. Many Peaks area, too, is one
which in my opinion is wobrthy of settle-
ment. With regard to the development
of the South Stirling area, I would advise
caution.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You would not like
to live there.

Mr. BOVELL: No, I would not. Apart
from the fact that probably not many
people would like to live there, I think
a great amount of expenditure on super.
will be required to get the best out of
the land, and that will mean an addi-
tional charge. What distressed me more
than anything else was that whilst these
properties were being developed-and I
congratulate the Government for that-
no move was made to expand the dairying
industry. My observation on these pro-
perties is that they are for fat lamb
raising, meat raising and mixed farming.
There was no mention of the re-estab-
li hment of soldier settlers on new land
to increase dairy production.

I spoke earlier in the session about the
land in the Karridale-Nillup-Augusta
area. This land has been subjected to
a complete soil survey, and I do not
hesitate to give credit to the Leader of
the Opposition for taking the initiative
in 1945 in this direction. I consulted Mr.
Smith of the C.S.I.R.O., Mr. Cullity and
others in connection with this area. I
believe that if the, dairying industry is
to progress the Government must take
immediate action to see that lands that
are capable of the highest production are
brought Into use at the earliest possible
moment.

I have issued warnings about the par-
loils state into which our dairying indus-
try is drifting. We have in the past few
days seen many Press reports, and even
a sub-leader, on the subject. I believe
it is the responsibility of Commonwealth
and State Governments to see that the
industry in Western Australia is allowed
to progress as it should. The conditions
applying to dairy farmers are not the
same as those that apply to other major
primary industries. Again. I express my
appreciation to the Government for pur-
chasing a property in the Cowaramup-
Margaret River area for the purpose of
establishing a dairy research station. That
Is a commendable move, but I am of the
opinion that immediate action must be
taken to equip the property with modern
dairying appliances so that it will be of
the fullest assistance to dairy farmers
who are producing butterfat. The Agri-
cultural Vote has been increased by
£69,000, but it is still inadequate for the
needs of Western Australia. I appeal to
the Government to watch the dairying
industry and take immediate action where
necessary.

In recent Press reports it has been
stated that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to inaugurate in this State the

Commonwealth free milk scheme in May
of next year. I issue a warning, that
unless something is done to assist the
dairy farmers there will be no dairying
industry worth while. Dairying has been
built up at great expense and the per-
sonal effort of those engaged in it, and
it is the responsibility of the Govern-
ment to see that the structure, which has
been established on sound foundations, is
not allowed to crumble. The member for
Warren referred to the Press statement
that butter production has decreased by
5.1 per cent. This is a most alarming
state of affairs.

Hon. E. Nulsen: A reflecuiz-n on the
Government.

Mr. BOVELL: No, I would not go so
far as to say that; and it is certainly
not a reflection on those engaged in the
industry. I ask the Government to give
serious consideration to the unsatisfactory
position into which the dairy industry in
this State is drifting.

MR. OWEN (Darling Range) [9.261: 1
was pleased to see some increase in the
Agricultural Vote. As the previous speaker
said, it is not nearly enough, but still it is
something. I am also glad to note that the
Estimate provides for an increase in the
number of technical and professional
offiers from 142 to 157, with a consequent
increase in expenditure for that item from
about £80,395 to £105,444. This is a step
in the right direction because although
Western Australia nas been progressing for
a number of years, its progress has been
seriously retarded by lack of information.

There is room for much more research
work. A lot has been said in this Chamber
tonight about super. Much research work
could be done in connection with the sug-
gestion of the member for Blackwood. He
advocated the use of ground rock phos-
phate in order to conserve the supply of
sulphur for sulphuric acid for the manu-
facture of super. This is not a new idea
by any means. Ground rock phosphate
has been used successfully, particularly in
the older countries, but the suggestion is
not as simple as it appears.

Without suitable research work one
could not definitely state that ground rock
phosphate would be successful on all
classes of soil. Undoubtedly on some
classes it would be advantageous. In agri-
culture, throughout the world, it is the
practice to manure the soil rather than to
manure the plant. The chemical reactions
that go on within the soil often change
the availibility of the manurial element in
the manure supply, and the plant does not
benefit from it. So. until considerable re-
search work is done on the matter it would
be unwise to apply large quantities of
ground rock phosphate instead of super.
It has been shown that practically all
plants, particularly the annuals, Lake up
the bulk of their phosphate requirements
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in their early life. When a plant is about
one quarter developed it may have taken
up the greater part of the phosphate it
requires during its life. That is why super-
phosphate in which the phosphate is readily
available has been of such value to agri-
culture.

I understand that during the war a cer-
tabn amount of work was done on the use
of ground rock phosphate mixed with
superphosphate; and also in making phos-
phatic manure by the use of smaller quan-
tities of sulphuric acid on phosphatic rock,
with the idea of getting a di-calcic phos-
Phate instead of superphosphate. These
matters, too, need a considerable amount
of research before they can be advocated
for general use in the State. Quite a lot
of super. could be saved if lighter dressings
were successful. If we had a little more
information on the use of the minor ele-
ments in this State I am sure that the use
of zinc and other trace elements, even in
some of our fairly productive areas, would
allow of lighter dressings of super.

There is another item in the Estimates
on agriculture which is of particular inter-
est to fruit growers. It is not a new thing
because it was announced some time ago
by the Minister; I refer to the grant for
research into control of fruitfny, covering
an amount of £10,00. I understand that
this is an annual grant which may later be
increased to £18,000 to provide funds for
further research work in the control of
fruitfly and active financial assistance to
those organisations which have taken up
compulsory community foliage baiting in
their efforts to eradicate the pest.

Some four years ago a Bill was intro-
duced in this Chamber to make it possible
for compulsory community baiting to be
carried out. I had hopes that this would
be a good method, if not to eradicate the
fly, at least to control it. I stated at the
time that I felt that it would be possible
for it to be tried out in the south suburban
area. The south suburban area had a Poll
of growers and over two years ago a form
of compulsory fruitfiy foliage baiting was
instituted which has been fairly successful.
It has not yet been 100 per cent. successful
because the pest is very hard to control and
where only a comparatively small area
such as the south suburban has been com-
pulsorily baited the results are not yet con-
clusive. But, I feel that after this scheme
has been in operation for another one or
two years the authorities will be able to
say, "Here is a method which is quite suit-
able to control fruitfiy in orchards."

I understand that the Donnybrook as-
sociation has conducted a poll and will be
carrying out-if they have not already
started-compulsory foliage baiting during
this season- Prom that district, too, there
will be a wealth of information available
to other districts later on. My advice to
other districts has been not to rush into
the scheme but to await the results, be-
cause although it does promise to be suc-

cessful it is a fairly expensive method as
can be seen by the results in the south
suburban area. I think at the end of the
first season they had a deficit of something
like £500 and last year, had it not been for
Governmehit assistance, the prices charged
to growers would have been at least up to
the limit, if not above it, and probably
would have amounted to £2 to £2 10s. per
acre for the season. Of course, mechanical
equipment, tractors and power sprays
were provided and that increases the costs.
With this experimental work being carried
out, we will, within a few years, I hope,
have the answer to the fruit-fly problem.

In the matter of horticulture, there are
other pests where research is needed to
devise successful methods of control.
There is one pest in particular which
concerns growers in the hills districts, to
a great extent, and that is the white wax
scale which infests citrus trees and also
pears, persimmons and other orchard trees
as well as a few ornamental trees. This
pest, which was first reported near Kala-
munda some 30 years ago, has since
spread throughout the greater part of the
hills districts, into the Gosnells district
and it is even scattered throughout the
metropolitan area. There have also been
a few instances of it in the Chittering
area.

There are departmental recommenda-
tions as to the control of this pest but
very seldom is adequate control obtained.
Over the years it has been noticed that
some agent has been giving a certain
amount of biological control and recently
one of the departmental fruit inspectors,
in checking up on this matter, noticed
some eggs which had apparently pani-
sitised. the white wax scale. He collected
a few specimens and took them in to the
entomologist. In one instance, at least,
it was discovered that the chaff itch mite
was responsible for parisitising this white
wax scale. That perhaps is the enemy
of those who deal in chaff, but by breed-
ing up this parisite, we might at least
gain some control over this other pest.

While on the subject of horticulture, I
want to state that so far as this season's
crops are concerned, we are hopeful that
there will be a heavy crop of most va-
rieties of stone-fruits. I think the public
generally will get ample supplies at a con-
siderably cheaper rate than that which
has ruled over the past two seasons. But,
I also hope that the growers will be en-
abled to export some of their produce to
our northern export markets at Singapore
and other Malayan Ports. This trade has
built up somewhat since the war but it is
still seriously handicapped by the lack of
regular shipping, and over the past few
years growers have suffered heavy losses
by packing for export, holding the fruit
in cool storage and then finding that the
boat is delayed and the fruit has de-
teriorated to such an extent that it is not
fit for export, So I conclude with the
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hope that the shipping will be adequate
to enable growers to export some fruit,
and that the local market will be well
supplied with fruit during the coming
season.

MR. HILL (Albany) 19.391: 1 am sorry
that this most important Vote has come
up for discussion so late in the session.

Member: Hear, hear!
Mr. HILL: The question of agriculture

is one of extreme importance and is one
on which I could speak for some consider-
able time. I wish to support the remarks
of the member for Warren and also the
member for Vasse when they discussed the
dairying Industry. If adequate steps are
not taken in the required direction the
people of Western Australia will be in a
difficult position for butter supplies. I
have here last Thursday's issue of "The
Albany Advertiser." I will read a letter
from a dairyman at Denmark, Mr. J I. A.
Church, who is the honorary secretary of
the Farmers' Union at Denmark. It
states--

Price of Butter.
To the Editor.

Sir,--We wish to emphasise to the
general public, with all possible
vigour, the fact that the dairy farmer
is not getting a fair return, either
for his labour, or his capital invest-
ment.

His costs, in parallel with those of
the rest of the community, have
risen tremendously from 50 to 300
per. cent., and yet he is receiving for
his product very little more than pre-
war prices, for it has been the policy
of the Government to keep the price
of butter down, and to this end it
subsidises the Price of butter to the
consumer by lid, per lb., and it
should be clearly realised by the con-
suming public that if the subsidy
were withdrawn, and the retail price
increased by lid., that the farmer
would still only get the same as be-
fore for his butterfat.

As a result the dairy farmer and
his family have to accept a lower
standard of life than that enjoyed by
the rest of the community, he has to
work very long hours and frequently
live in a sub-standard house with
little or no amenities, and with no
hope of obtaining any labour, rather
the reverse: his children want some-
thing better, and inevitably leave for
the city. Can you blame them? This
is an electric age; the dairy farmer
is still in the hurricane lamp era.

For this reason we are demanding
a substantial price increase to at
least 4s. per lb.

This can be met in two ways- by
subsidy or retail price increase.

Since the rejection of the referen-
dum. price control is vested in the
State Government, who appear more
than reluctant to increase the cost
of butter to the public, so that an
increase in subsidy remains to be
sought for, though we would point
out that the retail price of butter
has increased but little since pre-war,
although wages have almost doubled.

In justification of its niggardly
policy the Govt. bases the cost
enquiry for butterfat on a 56 hour
week, and revises its costs once a
year, claiming that seasonal fluctua-
tions make any shorter period of re-
vision impracticable. This we do not
concur. once the cost index is arrived
at, it could be adjusted quarterly, as
is the basic wage, and we claim that
in all fairness the basis of costs
should be the 40 hour week, with
overtime. Why expect the farmer to
be the mug all the time?

In conclusion we wish to draw at-
tention to the serious decline in the
production of butter, attributable
directly to the low return for butter-
fat, in comparison with other primary
products, such as meat and wool, and
this decline will continue, until such
time as the dairy industry can com-
pete on a more equal footing with
its rivals. So that the timie is not
very far distant when we will be im-
porting butter, as we already are
dried milk, and then the price will
go UP.

We trust that the public will realise
the justice of our claim, and back
up what is, after all, one of the main
props of our district economy.

I do not agree with all that that gentle-
man says but I want to stress the fact
that the dairy farmer today is in a very
bad way. Some of the dairy farmers in
my district have not the amenities to
which they are entitled. Some of them
have to send their children about 27
miles, by motorbus, to the school at Den-
mark, and something will have to be done,
and done quickly, to improve the posi-
tion of these people.

A lot has been said about land de-
velopment in the southern end of the
State. I want to congratulate the Gov-
ernment on its decision to develop that
end of the State. Some members criticise
me because I have gone for the port and
not for land development. It is 40 years
since I shipped my first case of fr:t
oversea. I have battled for the port of
Albany because I realise that the develop-
ment of the farming industry depends
upon the development of the port. The
action of the Government in adopting a
proper port policy has justified my action.
No -one has done more to push forward
the development of the land in the Albany
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district than I have done. I have served
on land committees, the butter factory
directorate, the road board, the Chamber
of Commerce and other organisations. and
I have done everything to push the land
development at the southern end of the
State.

Incidentally, my block of land was
taken up by Digory Geake. He was the
first free settler to arrive in Western
Australia and my block was taken up in
1840. The grand-daughter of Digory
Geake married a man by the name of
Jefferson. He was the original man to
take up what is now the Many Peaks
homestead. Unfortunately my block of
land is not average for the Albany dis-
trict. People took land up in that dis-
trict 100 years ago and did not develop
it, but the average type of land, I, am
convinced, is capable of profitable pro-
duction. We have the rainfall and that
presents no problems. We do need super.
and some of the minor elements. There
has been a great deal of talk on super.
tonight. Before I became a member of
this House I stressed that super. works
were needqd at Albany.

I must admit that the management of
Cuming Smith Mt. Lyell Superphos-
phate works, ever since I have been in
Parliament, has always played the game
both with the Government and the
farmers. It was certainly not in the in-
terests of the companies to have super.
works at Albany. The one out to gain
most by the establishment of those works
was the general taxpayer. Until the pre-
sent Government took office I was bang-
ing my head up against a stone wall
when advocating the establishment of the
works at that port. The Government
appointed a committee to investigate the
question and it found that what I con-
tended 14 years ago was correct. When
the Albany works are built they will be
worth more than £100,000 a year to the
taxpayer in the saving of transport losses.
Super, carted by rail along the present
route passes my home through to Many
Peaks. Such carting must be done at a
great loss to the Government.

I would also like to complain on behalf
of those whom I call the present farmers.
it is rather unfortunate for them to see
the super, carted out to new areas whilst
they are going without. The member for
Eyre said that super. works should be
built at Esperance in order that the
pyrites production at Norseman could be
-used to the best advantage. I am anxious
to see Esperance develop as a port
-but the hon. member's proposal is
out of the question. I have here a rail-
way load table and it shows that the
railway between Esperance and Coolgardie
is only a light one. The problem of
transporting pyrites to the super. works
Is an extremely difficult one, but I am
-not going to be dogmatic on any proposal.

For many reasons -I would like to see
Pyrites railed to Esperance and shipped
from that port to other ports of the
State. but what we are up against is the
high handling costs.

Proposals have been put forward to
establish super. works at Merredin and
perhaps Spencers Brook but other matters
have to be considered, such as the pro-
vision of power, water and other necessary
commodities. Many difficult Problems
have to be faced today and I think the
Government is doing its best to overcome
them. I hope it will find some solution
in order that increased super. supplies
may be made available. When I entered
Parliament the land in the southern end
of our State was condemned. Shortly
after being elected, I met Dr. Teakle
whom I know through the medium of the
Frultgrowers' Association. I suggested to
him that he should visit Albany and he
asked me what was the use of his visit-
ing that centre, but he finally agreed that
he would see what he could do about it.
Twelve months later I again met him in
the street and he said that he was very
grateful that I suggested his visit to Al-
bany because he had obtained results
right from the start. He took me to his
laboratory and showed me the results he
had obtained from a few pounds of cop-
per sulphate and In some cases, mangan-
ese. In one case the production of pota-
toes with the application of from five to
10 lb. of copper sulphate was increased
from 10 to 17 tons to the acre.

Dr. Teakle has shown that there is a
definite need for close co-operation be-
tween the scientist and the practical
fanner. I will not say that the southern
end of the State is a Garden of Eden be-
cause it is short of super. and minor ele-
ments. However, we can buy copper sul-
phate and super., but we cannot buy rain-
fall. We hear quite a. lot of the State
of Victoria and one day, when talking to
Dr. Teakle. I quoted some pre-war figures
to him. I1 Pointed out that at the port
of Melbourne the annual dredge main-
tenance was £100,000 a year and I asked
him which would be cheaper; provide
transport facilities for Victoria or pro-
vide minor elements in the southern end
of the State, and he agreed that it would
be cheaper to provide the minor elements.
I am confident that time will demonstrate
that the GoDvernment has shown great
wisdom in adopting a policy for the de-
velopment of the southern end of the
State.

[Mr. Perkins took the Chair.]

MR. NALDER (We-gin) (9.58]: Con-
siderable discussion has taken place to-
night on the importance of agriculture to
this State. It is not my intention to cover
ground already traversed, but I wish to
emphasise the need for increased super.
supplies. If we are to have much-needed
agricultural Production increased our only
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solution lies in the provision of additional
super. I also wish to refer to the meat
supply position in this State. Recently
a Select Committee was appointed to in-
quire into this question and a report was
submitted to the House only a short time
ago.

The first recommendation was that the
price of meat should be de-controlled. It
is interesting to note that in "'The West
Australian" of last Saturday the Tas-
manian G:overnment has agreed to de-
control meat. I believe that in no other
industry has blackmarketing been so rife.
We know that the Prices Branch has not
been able to suppress blackznarketing or
at least has not been very successful in
its activities to date. I therefore think
that is an extremely good argument in
favour of de-control of meat in this State.
I trust that the Government, therefore-

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
cannot say too much on this matter, be-
cause there is an item on the notice paper
concerning meat supplies which has yet
to be decided.

Mr. NALDER: The question has defi-
nitely a distinct relation to agriculture.
but as that is your ruling, Mr. Chairman,
I will make no further comment on the
subject. I also express my appreciation
of the work done by various officers of
the Department of Agriculture in respect
to stock. During the war, tick and lice
became very prevalent among stock. Great
loss was suffered because of the damage
caused to wool by these pests. Inspectors
have done a particularly good job in their
efforts to suppress them. One now finds
very few flocks of sheep that are infested
with tick and lice. The department would
be well advised to appoint more such offi-
cers because their appointment will assist
in eliminating these pests from sheep
flocks in our State.

We all realise the importance of agri-
culture to Western Australia. In publi-
cations in the Press and at meetings of
farmers' organisations throughout the
State, concern has been expressed over
the wool levy. It has been said that many
Country Party supporters in Western Aus-
tralia have not been taking any action in
this matter. That is not true. At many
of the party and other meetings Country
Party members have expressed their
opinions on this proposed levy.

Mr. Oliver: Did they oppose it?
Mr. NALDER: Yes, and they will con-

tinue to do so because they regard it as
an injustice. I believe that this section
of the farming community has been
singled out for the imposition of such a
levy. It is the small man we must con-
sider rather than the larger producer.
The man who started in the industry
during the last three or four years is going
to be hit particularly hard, although we
are assured there are clauses in the Bill
which will assist these men to recover

their money. I support the Vote and sug-
gest that every eff ort be made to encour-
age the Various agricultural industries in
the State.

MR. GUTHRIE (Bunbury) [9.58): 1
would like to refute some of the staLe-
meats made by the member for Albany.
The port of Bunbury has been placed
under the control of Col. Tydeman. He
was selected by the past Government to
inspect the Bunbury district with a view
to providing additional harbour facilities
at Bunbury for their benefit. It was not
a hurried matter. He spent about 12
months in Bunbury before deciding to
make the plans for the harbour, and I am
sure he would not agree with the remarks
of the member for Albany that he was
throwing away £1,000,000. When the Bun-
bury harbour Is finished it will be equal to
any in this State. I cannot understand
the member for Albany making such state-
ments. It must be a habit or a hobby
with him.

Mr. Oliver: It is a phobia!

Mr. GUTHRIE, Yes; every time he gets
up to speak, he condemns Bunbury. Per-
haps I am a little parochial myself. When
the harbour construction is finished, the
port of Bunbury will be ideal and, although
the member for Albany said that the port in
his district is a heaven-sent one, perhaps
the Bunbury port will eventually be the
same.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Farmers' Debts Adjustment, £420:

The Rural and Industries Bank, £5; Agri-
culture, £386,460; College of Agriculture,
£C33,660; Labour, £6,475; Factories, £E15,520
-agreed to.

Vote--Crown Law Offices, £289,289:

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. H. Abbott-Mt. Lawley) E 10.11: The
revenue expected to be derived from all
Sources, namely probate, law courts, Crown
law, land titles and the Public Trust Office,
is estimated at £597,432 as compared with
the actual revenue received during the
year 1949-50 of £638,448. This deficiency
in the estimated revenue is primarily
accounted for by the probate duty col-
lected last year in respect of one very large
estate. The administrative work of the
Crown Law Department is steadily in-
creasing in every direction. The work in
the courts of justice-both in the Supreme
and petty courts--has increased during the
Year, as has also the work in connection
with the Companies Act and the Bills of
Sale Act. It Is not possible to give figures
to show the actual work performed by
the various branches of the department,
but the Crown Law officers are working at
high pressure and in the not too far dis-
tant future. increased accommodation will
be essential.
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Dealing with the Titles Office, it is in-
teresting to note that transactions in land
have increased during the year. This is
illustrated by the following facts. For the
Year ended the 30th June, 1949 19,436
transfers were registered, in which the total
consideration was expressed as £ 11,477,590.
For the year ended the 30th June, 1950,
22,128 transfers were registered, the total
consideration being £20,148,416. The numa-
ber of mortgages registered for the year
ended the 30th June, 1949, was 10,567, and
for this year, 13,933, the considerations re-
spectively being £10,419,810 and £15,962,278.

With regard to price control, the activi-
ties of the Prices Branch for the year were
fully reported to this House recently on
the introduction by me of the Bill to con-
tinue the Prices Control Act. Price con-
trol has continued to operate upon an inte-
grated States basis, and to ensure this
during the year eight conferences of State
Prices Ministers were held. it will be
realised that the price of commodities is to
a very large extent affected by Common-
wealth policy. In view of this and the
fact that very considerable price rises
must take place as a result of the new
prosperity award of £1 per week, it was
decided by the Prices Ministers to re-
quest a conference on price matters with
the Prime Minister. This was agreed to
by him and the conference took place in
Melbourne on the l0th November last, at
which the Commonwealth was represented
by the Prime Minister (Mr. Menzies), the
Deputy Prime Minister (Mr. Padden), the
Minister for Commerce (Mr. MeEwen) and
the Minister for Fuel, Shipping and
Transport (Mr. Mcecay), with a number
of departmental advisers. All the State
Prices Ministers were present.

The States requested that the Common-
wealth should participate directly in price
control policy by appointing a senior Min-
ister to sit on prices conferences; secondly,
to consider its policy regarding price
stabilisation subsidies: thirdly, to co-op-
erate in establishing and maintaining
reasonable ceilings on home consumption
prices and quotas for major foodstuffs,
particularly meat; fourthly, to consider
excise, sales tax, etc. The Prime Minis-
ter pointed out that in the current Bud-
get they were providing subsidies to the
extent of nearly £44,500,000. including
£11,300,000 for dairy Products: £:7,000,000
for tea and £20,000,000 for wool. There
was a subsidy to the extent of £600,000 to
prevent the cost of production of wheat
being reflected in the price of flour for
local consumption.

While not agreeing to create a Prices
Minister to sit with the State Ministers,
the Prime Minister felt that the closest
liaison should be established between the
Prices Ministers and the Commonwealth,
and he proposed, as an alternative, the
following arrangements. There should be
present at the conferences of Prices Mini-

isters a liaison officer of high standing
with direct access to the Prime Minister.
Secondly, when some commodity which
was dealt with by the Department of
Commerce and Agriculture, or other Gov-
ernment department, a suitable represen-
tative of the department concerned should
be available. Thirdly, there should be
specific periodical meetings between the
chairman of the Prices Ministers and the
Prime Minister. The States have agreed
to try out these proposals, and the Prime
Minister has been notified accordingly.

It must be realised how much the Com-
monwealth fiscal Policy affects the States.
For instance, there is rubber. In August,
1949, this cost 15d. per lb. and in Novem-
ber, 1950, it was 80.5d. per lb. The Com-
monwealth imposes a primage of 10 per
cent. on the price of crude ru bber. When
this primage was imposed crude rubber
was approximately 4d. per lb., and the
primage and duty amounted to only 2k1d.
per lb. On today's cost of crude rubber,
duty and primiage approximate 9d. per
lb.

Some important re-controls have taken
place since my last report to the House.
Goods containing a wool content have been
re-controlled in view of the Common-
wealth having subsidized wool. Goods
manufactured from rubber have also been
re-controlled in view of the stronz- pressure
on supplies of crude rubber from the Com-
monwealth.

The Price of lead for Australian con-
sumption has been recently increased to
£68 per ton. It was considered that some
manufacturers of products with a lead base
were taking advantage of margins based
on the new price of lead to an unreason-
able extent. In some instances, manu-
facturers had increased their prices based
on the new cost of lead althotugh holding
large stocks which had been acquired on
the old basis. As this basis was only es-
tablished by a prices stabilisation scheme
in the interests of the community, this at-
titude was felt to be unjustified and the
commodities were again placed under con-
trol. These include batteries, paints and
allied commodities. Some breakfast food
manufacturers in the Eastern States had
also increased their prices to what was an
unreasonable extent, and so breakfast foods
were replaced under control.

The zinc position is causing consider-
able anxiety to the Prices Ministers. As
hon. members are aware, the oversea price
of., zinc is considerably higher than that
governing home consumption. This is
brought about by a voluntary arrangement
with the large producers of metallic zinc
in Australia. Stewart & Lloyds, who are
very large manufacturers, have notified the
Prices Ministers that their necessary sup-
plies of zinc are short by almost 2,150 tons,
which will result in their being forced to
supply some 25,000 tons of black iron pip-
ing.
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it must be understood, of course, that
this position can only be adjusted in con-
junction with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. which controls exports. The matter
is being taken up with the Commonwealth.
it must be pointed out too, in fairness to
the companies who are contributing both
zinc and lead to the Australian Public, that
they are doing so at a very considerable
loss.

The six State Governments have from
the outset maintained unaminlity and co-
ordinated action on this very contentious
subject of price control. That in itself is
a substantial achievement. And further,
we have had a considerable measure of
success in keeping a brake on the rise In
prices in Australia. While not being able
to arrest the general rise in prices
which had occurred over the last four
years, the States have prevented the
upsurge of prices getting out Of hand.
This has been accomplished despite the
withdrawal Of most forms of prices stabi-
lisation subsidies in 1948, despite the de-
valuation of the £ in 1949, and despite the
phenomenal rise in the price of exports
over the past Year or so. Without firm and
co-ordinated action by the States, the
cumulative effect of those factors would
have undoubtedly caused a far greater in-
crease in internal retail prices than has
in fact occurred.

It must be realised, however, that prices
are increasing sharply and are henceforth
likely to rise further. Added to the general
pressure on resources and prices are the
immigration programme, new large com-
mitments for defence, wool prices and the
recent basic wage determination, to men-
tion only four major influences which will
contribute to an already difficult situation.
As I have said previously, the administra-
tion of price control is a difficult and
arduous task, but the department has un-
doubtedly very materially assisted in stabi-
lising prices where possible, and prevented
unwarranted increases in the basic needs
of the community, such as clothing, food,
etc.

The fishing industry continues to expand
and this is largely contributed to by the
increased catch of crayfish. This is illus-
trated by the statistics. In 194'7 the catch
of crayfish was 2,336,0001b. as against
5,121,000 in 1949. The salmon catch in
1947 was 2,860,0001b. and in 1949 it was
4,921,000. The expansion in crayfishing
has required the commissioning of two
additional patrol vessels which are sta-
tioned at Lancelin and Cervantes Islands.
Last year the fishermen received a sum
in excess of £250,000 in respect of their
crayfish alone.

Another successful year was experienced
at Point Cloates by the company operating
there and a total of 347 whales was taken.
The Australian Whaling Commission's
shore station on Babbage Island at Car-

narvon finally went into operation on the
12th August last and at the end of the
season, on the 31st October. had treated
40 whales. Fearlshell production from
Broome to the 31st October last exceeded
the whole take for 1949, the figures being
respectively 285 tons and 258 tons. The
prices received for shell in 1949 were be-
tween £400 and £425 per ton. Twenty lug-
gers are working out of Broome and one
from Orislow. Investigations show that
there are large unfished areas of crayfish-
lug grounds along the State's coast and it
is anticipated, owing to the profitable
nature of this fishery, that there will be
a large expansion.

With a virile Commonwealth immigra-
tion policy. this State's population is
continuously increasing. During the year
it increased from 543,338 to 575,000. in-
cluding the estimated aboriginal popu-
lation. This, together with the rapid
growth of new suburbs in the metro-
politan area, has created demands for
extra police protection to meet the chang-
ing circumstances.

Approval has been given for an increase
in the police strength from 765 at the
30th June, 1950, to 800, and at the pre-
sent time the actual strength is '784,
which includes 42 probationary constables
at present in training. It is expected
that these trainees will be available for
general duty during February, 1951.

It has been found necessary to increase
the strength of officers at existing stations,
in view of the changed circumstances in
the districts, and also to make provision
for the erection of new buildings in
rapidly expanding areas.

By the introduction of the 80-hour
fortnight, with a rostered 96 hours worked
in six shifts of 8 hours each week, the
additional 16 hours being paid for at the
rate of time and one-quarter, together
with increased allowances, basic wage ad-
justments and the addition to the estab-
lishment by Increased strength, it has
been necessary to increase the salary
vote by an estimated £55,718 as com-
pared with last year.

The department is keeping up-to-date
with modern scientific discoveries, and
the necessary scientific equipment has
been acquired to enable this policy to be
implemented. Close liaison is kept with
the Police Departments of the other
States, and good relationship between the
departments of all States enables close
co-operation. During the year there were
conferences of Criminal Investigation
Branch chiefs, and also of Commissioners
of Police. These conferences have proved
of considerable value to the department.

Police accommodation, not only in the
metropolitan area, but everywhere with-
in the State, remains a matter of great
difficulty. The building formerly occupied
as residential quarters by the unmarried
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officers employed in the city is being con-
verted for the use of administrative
headquarters.

New police stations and quarters are
to be erected at Broomehill, Carnamab.
Mount Barker, Armadale, Brunswick
Junction. Belmont, Canning Bridge and
Fitzroy Crossing as soon as possible. In
addition, work has been approved for
27 other police stations. The difficulty
In completing the building programme is
a matter of considerable concern to the
department. Two motorcars and 31
motorcycles are attached to the Traffic
Branch.

Motorcycle patrols in the metropolitan
-area have been continued with marked
success, providing police protection
throughout large areas with a minimum
of manpower. The work performed by
the wireless van patrol-which is fitted
with two-way wireless--resulted in 965
complaints being investigated, and 759
arrests being made. Nearly 11,000 miles
were covered In the performance of Its
duties.

A distance of nearly 10,000 miles was
covered by police patrols In the northern
areas. To enable these to be made it Is
necessary to retain suitable plant, and
the department now has for this pur-
pose 55 horses, 48 mules and one camel.
During the year a combined patrol of
the Kimberleys by police from Derby and
Wyndham, in co-operation with the
Health Department, was undertaken in
an endeavour to establish the extent to
which leprosy was prevalent amongst the
natives in the district. The patrol ex-
tended over a period of six months and
revealed that leprosy is not as rampant
as was expected. Of the several hundred
bush natives examined, only 17 cases of
leprosy were discovered.

As a result of the work of the cargo
pillage prevention staff, 390 vessels re-
ceived attention and 48 convictions were
obtained. This staff attends on arrival
and commencement of handling of the
cargo of all vessels carrying pillageable
cargo. Experience has shown that pil-
laging of cargo occurs to a greater or
lesser degree at all points of handling,
commencing at the factory where the
goods are packed, carried to and from
wharves en route to its destination, by
members of ships' crews and loading and
unloading by waterside workers. The
mere presence of police about vessels and
wharves and sheds is a great deterrent
to cargo thieves. The work of this branch
is steadily increasing. During the year.
1,033 ships having a gross tonnage of over
9,000,000 tons passed through the port.
being an increase of 54 ships or over
1,000,000 tons over the previous year.

The problem of traffic control and
supervision in the metropolitan districts
during the year has Continued to be a

major one. During the last 10 years,
motor vehicles licensed in the metropoli-
tan area have increased from 30.791 to
52,102. Parking in the city streets is a
further increasingly pressing problem, de-
spite all efforts made to control It. In
many cases our streets are showing a tend-
ency to become one-lane streets due to
the parking of vehicles on both sides. If
the flow of vehicular traffic through the
cI ty is to be continued, remedial action
will have to be taken.

Two police officers are fully employed
lecturing amongst children on safety mat-
ten,. and during the year gave safety lec-
tures to over 53.000 children. A lecturing
tour was conducted by the school lectur-
ig officer in conjunction with National
Safety Council officers, to schools on the
Mullewa-Geraldton line, and also schools
on the Bunbury-Pemberton line. A
weekly broadcast is also given by these
officers over the National network during
the children's session. It is found that
the lectures by police officers impress on
the children the attention necessary in
avoiding road accidents. There was an
increase of 1,116 in the number of of-
fences brought to trial and the percent-
age of offences to the mean population
has increased .30 per cent.

I think I should express my appreciation
of the work done during the year by the
staffs of the departments which come
under my jurisdiction. It has been a
hard year for all departments, and all
have been working at high pressure. To
single out any department would be in-
vidious and without justification, but I
would like to refer to Mr. Mathea and the
staff of the Prices Branch, who have car-
ried out a thankless task in the interests
of the community, and also the Commis-
sioner of Police and the Police Force, which
although short-handed and working over-
time, has again carried out a task of great
service to the community of Western Aus-
tralia.

HON. J. R. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[10.241: 1 want to ventilate a matter which
I have previously raised concerning the
release of prisoners on parole. The Minis-
ter took no notice of what I said on the
previous occasion and has not done any-
thing about it since. It seems to be a
waste of time to come here and make
suggestions about which we hear nothing
further. I had a Bill drawn up in connec-
tion with this matter, but subsequently the
superintendent of the gaol telephoned me
and told me that what I wanted to do
was already provided for in the Criminal
Code. I find that that is so. It is pro-
vided that the Minister for Justice may
release on parole any prisoner on the con-
dition that if he commits another mis-
demeanour he has to serve the term that
was remitted as well as a fresh sentence.
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A good deal is done in Canada in
connection with releasing prisoners on
parole, and it is said that only two
per cent, of those released return to
prison. When they are let out on
parole they know that there are two
sentences awaiting them if they commit
a further offence. If only two per cent.
of released prisoners are returned to gaol
in Canada, I think we should try the sys-
tern here. I am quite satisfied that it is
a loss of economic power to keep a number
of our prisoners in gaol, because they are
not dangerous and they are not even cri-
minals. They are men who have made a
little slip; and if they were released on
parole I am sure the inside of the gaol
would never see them again.

I would like to know the Minister's
opinion on this matter. He never tells
us what he thinks and never replies to our
Questions. I would like to know whether
he is agreeable to this idea. I know that
he is pretty hard! The gaol authorities
are in a good position to recommend that
certain men should be released on parole;
and I am sure that if that were done those
men would be an asset to the community,
because they would not commit any fur-
ther misdemeanours. I would like to know
whether there is any chance of the Min-
ister's putting this system into operation.
Provision has been made for it for many
Years and the gaol authorities tell me it
is only a matter of getting a Minister wvho
will carry out the provisions of the Crim-
inal Code.

There is also the question of S.P. bet-
ting. I want to know what the Minister
thinks about that. Year after year wve are
summonsing, prosecuting and fining these
People for obstruction when they are not
obstructing at all. Yet when there are
genuine cases of obstruction there is no
interference. We have People lining up to
book passages on ships and railways from
the night before the offices open for that
purpose, but no one interferes with them.
Others line up in front of Nicholson's in
Barrack-street to book seats for the
theatre, and again there is no interfer-
ence although they are genuinely obstruct-
ing the traffic. Yet when it comes to a
man having a bet, he is arrested for ob-
structing the traffic. At the same time,
the Turf Club and the Trotting Associa-
tion are allowed to charge a fee to people
who break the law. They say to Jones,
"We will give you a license for £10, £15
or £20 a night so that you can carry on
business as a bookmaker." It is quite un-
lawful for them to do that, but they get
away with it. There is one law for the
rich and another for the poor.

I consider that a man who wants to
speculate 2s. with an S.P. bookmaker on a
Saturday is as much entitled to do so as
any member here is entitled to go to the
racecourse to put a few shillings on a
horse. I admit that I do it and that I am

breaking the law when I do so. But these
things are allowed and the Turf Club and
Trotting Association grow rich by charg-
ing bookmakers a fee for doing something
which is contrary to the law. There has
been quite a lot of talk as to what should
be done. Let the Minister tell us what he
is prepared to do. Is he going to allow
the Turf Club and the Trotting Association
to wax fat on licenses from 'zcokmakers
who are enabled to carry on their business
on the course, while bookmakers in the
suburbs and the country are arrested for
breaking the law when they a!:eept bets
of 2s.?

I wish also to refer to a matter concern-
ing the Fisheries Department. I mentioned
this on the Address-in-reply and I think
it is time something was done about it. I
refer to the fact that people in charge of a
whaler do not need to lhave a certificate
and the vessel is classed as a fishing boat.
Such a boat can travel up the coast with-
out having a certificated man in charge.
Men who operate these whalers have work-
ing for them a number of others whose lives
are dependent on them. So far as I know,
the people in charge of these whalers are
efficient, but I would like to know what the
Minister thinks of my suggestion that they
should be brought under the law and com-
pelled to have a ticket before they can
operate such vessels.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [10.301: 1
would like your ruling, Sir, as the Attorney
General did mention the question of police,
as to whether it is permissible to discuss
traffic under this division?

The Attorney General: I did mention it,
but not as Minister.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Kal-
goorlie will be in order in discussing the
control of traffic.

Mr. STYANTS: I would mention first
that the law is often administered incon-
sistently by some of our magistrates. In
fact, during the last fortnight there was
evidence of notorious inconsistency in
penalties inflicted by a magistrate in Perth.
A sneak thief came before the magistrate.
He had been going around at night in aL
contemptible manner, stealing timber and
building materials from housing sites. Al-
though he pleaded guilty the magistrate
did not record a conviction against him,
but an hour afterwards when an elderly
lady-a. kleptomaniac-was found with a
string bag for the possession of which she
could not give a reasonable explanation.
she was sentenced to one month's impris-
onment. There is no consistency about
that.

The sneak thief admitted his guilt and
the Police knew he had stolen a consider-
able quantity of materials but, as the onus
of proof was on them, they would not lay
any further charge against him and a con-
viction was not recorded against that
offender. The same magristrate, on one
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occasion, fined a man £10 and about £4
costs for having in his pocket a 71 oz. glass
that he had taken from a bar one night.
Such administration of the law brings it
into contempt by the general public. I do
not plead for leniency for offenders, but the
public should reasonably be able to expect
an impartial application of the law with
the infliction of consistent penalties. The
vast majority of our citizens are respect-
a~ble people and, when an offender is
brought before the court the sob story
about his having served in the Forces
should not be taken as a reason for ex-
emption from the provisions of the law.

I come now to the question of traffic,
particularly as it affects the metropolitan
area. I protest strongly against the Min-
ister not giving me the information I
required when I asked him -the number
of accidents in which taxis had been in-
volved in the previous 12 months. I do
not know why he did not secure that in-
formation for me, as precisely the same
information was obtained for me In 1947.
It is no use the Minister saying that the
information is not available, because it
is available if the trouble is taken to se-
cure it. I can imagine the Minister, in
his inconsequential style, saying to the
police, "It does not matter, because it is
only a private member who wants the
information."

Any representative of the public is en-
titled to information if it is available. if
it is not available the Minister concerned
should tell his officers that it is neces-
sary for them to segregate the requisite
information. In properly kept records in
a traffic office the classes of vehicles in-
volved in accidents should be available.
I required that information because I
'well kno w that taxis are the greatest
offenders against our traffic laws in the
metropolitan area, and the information
I received from the Minister in 194'7 in-
dicated that the percentage ratio of
accidents on the part of taxis was 152
per cent., or 1- accidents per taxi per
annum on the average, as against the
ratio of only 18 per cent. for privately-
owned vehicles.

The Minister on this occasion gave the
the information that in the previous 12
months 24 taxi drivers had been prose-
cuted in the metropolitan area for exces-
sive speeding. I will guarantee that on
any evening within two hours I could
catch twice that number of taxi drivers
exceeding the speed limits in the metro-
politan area. I believe this is due to the
haphazard and apathetic manner in
which the traffic police administer the law
relating to traffic in the metropolitan
area. Almost every member of this House
drives his own car and I think nearly
all members will agree that taxis are the
greatest offenders against our traffic re-
gulations. They travel at excessive speed
and have no respect for the rights of

other users of the roads. In spite of that
we find that with 397 taxis Plying in the
metropolitan area the police have seen
fit to prosecute only 24 for speeding.

It is. a mystery to me why the police
give them the protection under which
they obviously operate, while adminis-
tering the traffic laws in a much
stricter manner with regard to the private
motorist. I believe it is because of this
discrepancy that so many lives are lost
and so many people are crippled. I
walked through the casualty ward of the
Royal Perth Hospital a few days ago. It
would make one cry to see the number
of people there who are permanently
incapacitated. Seventy five per cent. of
them are there because of traffic accidents,
90 Per cent. of which could be avoided if
our traffic laws were strictly enforced.

I know that a small percentage of
accidents is due to other causes, but
the Commissioner of Police has drawn
attention to the high incidence of negli-
gent driving, which is very often reckless
driving or even drunken driving, which I
believe is responsible for a great number
of accidents. If 50 per cent. of the money
nowv being wasted on elaborate advertise-
ments in newspapers by the National
Safety Council in Western Australia could
be spent on providing more police road
patrols and the enforcement of traffic re-
gulations, I believe there would be far
fewer accidents than occur at present.
Seventy five per cent, of the money now
spent by the National Safety Council on
Press advertisements is simply wasted be-
cause the type of driver who is involved
in the class of accidents referred to does
not read those advertisements and has
no respect for the lives of other road
users. It is only the careful and studious
type of driver-to whom there is no need
to appeal in this regard-who would be
influenced by advertisements of this sort.
I believe the solution of the problem lies
in strict enforcement of the traffic laws
by the Police Department.

I also asked the Minister to secure for
me from his department some informa-
t~on with regard to the alcholic' content
of wines and beers in this State and the
Eastern States. But he was unable to get
that information. As a matter of fact, if
we look at "Hansard" it will be found that
he did not even anwer the Question that
was asked so far as this State was con-
cerned, and he said that there was no in-
formation in regard to the Eastern States.
What kind of a department does he ad-
minister? I am inclined to think that the
Minister is greatly at fault. I believe he
should have a new title and be called the
Minister for the Suppression of Informa-
tion. It was the first time in my 15 years
In this House that a Minister has expressed
his inability so frequently to get informa-
tion which is required for the knowledge of
members.
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The Attorney General: For their curi-
osity.

Mr. STYANTS: I am forced to the con-
clusion that it is the Minister that is re-
sponsible for the information that is in the
departments. While I admit that the in-
formation required by me in connection
with a number of accidents in which taxis
had been involved would have needed some
research1 I believe that in the T'raffic
Office that information should. be collated
and segregated to show if there is one sec-
tion of motor vehicles which is being in-
volved In a greater number of accidents
than is another. Of course no member
needs any general information so far as
that is concerned. He would only have to
pick up the paper almost any day and see
that taxis have been involved in accidents.
While the police shut their eyes to the law-
breaking methods of taxi drivers, that will
continue.

I am inclined to think that one serious
aspect of traffic is the great number of
people that have been convicted of drunken
driving in the metropolitan area. They
number about 200-more than one every
second day has been had up for drunken
driving. of course1 they are only a small
percentage of those who should have
been arrested for being under the influence
of drink. Frequently the police are unable
to catch these people before they are in-
volved in an accident. In addition to that,
I have no doubt that a number of the
other accidents are brought about because
a man has indulged in liquor, not to the
extent of being charged with drunken
driving but certainly to the extent of having
impaired his judgment as far as the
handling of his vehicle and the avoiding of
or keeping out of trouble with other vehicles
Is concerned.

I hope the Minister will give an instruc-
tion to the Traffic Department and the
police that there must be a stricter control
and a stricter enforcement of the laws. If
the traffic laws were strictly enforced and
obeyed there would not be 10 per cent, of
the accidents taking place.

Getting back to the tremendous amount
of material damage and human suffering
that have taken place as a result of acci-
dents on the road! The member for Leeder-
vdlle asked the Minister for Health how
many road accidents had been admitted
to the Royal Perth Hospital per week over
the last six months. This possibly entailed
some research, too, but nevertheless the
Minister for 'Health got the information
all right and it is set out week by week
over a six-months period. I am not going
to quote it week by week, but I will quote
the total number taken to the casualty
ward for the six months as a result of acci-
dents and the number admitted to the
hospital wards from the casualty ward.
Over the period of six months the number
of people received into the casualty was 797.

These were taken by ambulance and other
means, to the casualty ward and the hos-
pital because of motor accidents. Of
that number 373 were admitted into the
hospital from the casualty ward.

Some of those people will never walk
again because they have had their spines
injured, and others have bad bones broken.
it is a pitiful sight to see them, and if there
is anything we can do to stop this slaughter
that is occurring on the roads and to reduce
the crippling of the inhabitants of this
State to a minimum, we should
do it. I noticed recently that a man who
had been to England characterized the
drivers of motor vehicles there as the most
courteous in the world, He thought that
the Australian driver, and particularly the
Western Australian driver, was the most
discourteous motor vehicle driver he had
seen in places he had visited. There is not
the slightest doubt about that. We have
only to drive on the roads to realise that
it is almost Rafferty rules, so far as this
State is concerned,

I be believe the trouble of glaring head-
lights Is much easier than it was and that
the police have made raids in order to
overcome this. But there are still offenders
so far as glaring headlights on motor
vehicles are concerned. Therefore again
I hope the Minister will issue an instruction
for the placing of a greater number
of patrols on the road. One can
drive for many miles in the metro-
politan area and never see a police
road patrol. I believe it is only by
a strict enforcement of the penalties
for breaking these traffc regulations
that breaches of the law will be avoided.
In most cases it seems to me that the
police wait until an accident has oc-
curred before taking action against a per-
son for breach of the traffic regulations.
If there were more road patrols and
stricter enforcement of the traffic laws,
and if we did not wait until the accident
had occurred before prosecuting, I think
that the people would gradually be edu-
cated to a greater respect and observance
of traffic laws.

Then there is the question of parking
in the city. Some people seem to be un-
lucky; they park their vehicle for a mat-
ter of 20 minutes and when they come
back they find a ticket and have to ap-
pear at the Traffic Office. I have watched
the position in Hay-street and St. George's-
terrace where cars have been parked for
hours on end. I did not know who
owned them and I never troubled to find
out. But it is quite evident that while
the police strictly enforce parking regu-
lations on certain sections, there are
times when we can walk along St.
George's-terrace and make a check and
find that 50 per cent. of the motor ve-
hicles have not moved over a period of
half an hour.
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If the permissible parking time was in-
creased from 15 minutes to 30 minutes and
strictly enforced, I believe we would get
less congestion in the streets of Perth than
we do at present. I have great ad-
miration for the Police Forte generally
but I cannot say that I have great ad-
miration for their enforcement of the
traffic laws. I drive a car around Perth
and have had some near escapes and
went very close to having an accident be-
cause of flagrant breaches of the traffic
laws. We find people cutting corners on
the wrong side of the street; they deviate
from their course without giving a signal
of any kind, and anyone overtaking them Is
lucky to avoid an accident. I think a
greater number of police patrols should
be put on the road to avoid that sort of
thing.

MR. YATES (South Perth) (10.55]: 1
am in agreement with most of what the
member for Kalgoorlie has said in rela-
tion to the traffic regulations, the breach
of traffic laws and the inability of the
police to control not only the heavy con-
gestion of traffic within the city limits
but also to control the activities of vari-
ous groups of drivers, mainly taxi-drivers,
who have become a menace in this city
over the last two or three years. It would
be ill of me to single them out as the only
offenders against our traffic laws and re-
gulations. I would say that a great ma-
jority of our taxi-drivers are careful
drivers. It must also be remembered that
they have increased in numbers since the
cessation of World War II. There are
hundreds of them now in the metropoli-
tan area. So many are there that they
are fighting amongst themselves for city
stands.

Mr. Styants: The number is only 397?
now and it was 321 in 1941.

Mr. YATES: That is a fair increase.
Mr. Styants: Not hundreds.

Mr. YATES: I did not say they had in-
creased by hundreds. But 400 taxis for
Perth is quite a large number, and with
the limited parking areas for these taxis
they are finding it difficult to park their
vehicles in the places set aside for them.
Recently a young man came down from
Kalgoorlie. He is well known to the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie and was driving a taxi
up there. He informed me that the
day he went on the rank with his car,' two
other drivers wedged it on the kerb
so that he could not get out, and there
he had to remain. On another occasion
the air in his tyres was let down and this
pinpricking went on to such an extent
that he was very disheartened and won-
dered whether he would be able to make
a living out of it. It was no use com-
plaining to the police because I do not
think they would be interested in the
petty squabbles between taxi drivers. We
find, too, that they have lost their stands

through the activities of the Traffic De-
partment in serving the Government bus
system.

One particular area in question is out-
side the old Treasury buildings in St.
George's-terrace where taxis used to park
close to Barrack-street. They have been
gradually shifted until now they are out-
side the Christian Brothers' College. with
a very small feeder service near Pier-
street. On Saturdays when a large num-
ber of people go to the races and use the
taxis they have a man in attendance to
flag them up in St. George's-terrace and
there is a constant flow of taxis leaving
the stand at Pier-street to go to the races.
That is the time when they could be
caught.

Mr. Styants: They could be caught at
any time.

Mr. YATES: It is at that particular
time they could be caught breaking the
traffic regulations.. They get out to the
races as fast as they can and get back
to the city equally as fast. When the
heavy traffic leaves the racecourse late in
the afternoon, it is nothing to find a taxi
shooting out at a fair speed and trying to
pass two or three cars. These drivers are
experts in weaving their way in and out
of traffic and making themselves a danger
to other users of the road.

What have the traffic police done to
overcome this nuisance? They must have
received many complaints, not only from
civilians but also from members of the
Traffic Branch itself. The police patrols
must,,have picked up these men on numer-
ous occasions and warned them, and no
doubt the fact of their having issued a
warning has been passed on to the superior
officers. I would say that the number of
warnings issued far exceed the number of
prosecutions; in fact, every warning given
could mean a prosecution, but the police
are lenient because they know that a taxi-
driver depends upon his car for a living.
The individual policeman might be tender-
hearted and believe that if he picks up a
man for an offence, the man might lose
his livelihood.

We should adopt a much sterner atti-
tude. On occasions, taxi drivers have been
charged with driving while under the in-
fluence of liquor, and the penalty imposed
is not sufficiently severe for the offence.
Such men should be debarred from ever
driving a taxi again. If they offend in this
way once, it is quite on the cards that they
will do it again, and damage might be
caused even to the extent of involving loss
of life. I suggest to the Minister that a
complete overhaul be instituted of the
traffic situation in the metropolitan area
as to the stands in the city and the future
of many of these young fellows who are
driving taxis. We must have taxis and we
want the right sort of driver.
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I have recollections of having approached
the department on behalf of a man in my
electorate who applied for a license a few
months ago. It was pointed out that this
man could not get a license because a
number of S.F. betting convictions had
been recorded against him. Actually, he
required a bus-driver's license, and he was
refused a license on the ground that at
some future date he might want to drive a
taxi and the one license would cover both
a bus and a taxi. The only difference is
that a taxi-driver desirous of driving a bus
would have to undergo a separate test. I
think this arrangement should oper~ate
both ways.

A man wanting to drive a bus is refused
a license because he has 8.F. betting con-
victions against him. This man wanted to
accept employment with the Metro com-
pany, and on those buses the driver does
not handle money and has nothing to do
with the passengers. He drives the vehicle
and does nothing else. However, In the
past the mnan had erred by indulging in
SrP. betting, and had decided that there
was nothing in it. He had changed his
ideas and ~mode of living, and why should
the Traffic Branch say that he should not
be permitted to drive a bus when the com-
pany was prepared to employ him? He did
undergo a traffic test and passed with
flying colours, but the branch refused him
a license only because he might at some
future time wish to drive a taxi. The con-
tention was that, as a taxi-driver, he might
pick up undesirables and take them to
two-up schools or other undesirable places.
I agree with the police that in this case
the man should not be permitted to drive
a taxi. He had been convicted of betting-

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That is not a cri-
minal offence.

Mr. YATES: No, but the police thought
the fact of his having been convicted might
be detrimental to the public if he were
permitted to drive a taxi. However, I can-
not see the reason why he should be re-
fused permission to drive a bus, solely on
the ground that in the future he might
want to drive a taxi. I should say he
should be subjected to a separate test for
a bus-driver's license. This policy should
be overhauled and a recommendation
should be forwarded with a view to having
ani alteration made.

Mention was made by the member for
Kalgoorlie of the large number of motor
traffic casualties in the metropolitan area.
I believe he said that 700 casualties had
received attention at the Royal Perth Hos-
pital during the past six months. That
is a very high figure. What of the other
hospitals, such as Fremantle, Northam and
Kalgoorlie? All of them treat numbers of
traffic accidents almost daily, so the overall
figures for the State would make very sorry
reading. Of course, it is not within the
power of the police to prevent all these

accidents. That is not their function; they
have to administer the traffic laws made
by Parliament.

Hon. J. B. Sleenian: Has not the man
you mentioned the right of appeal?

Mr. YATES: I took the matter up and
it was also taken up by a Minister.

Ron. J. B. Sleenian: The Minister?
Mr. YATES: I said a Minister; it was

not the Minister for Police. Reverting to
casualties: The Traffic Branch is undoubt-
edly understaffed, particularly in relation
to the outside men, and it is impossible
for the few motor cycle patrols in the met-
ropolitan area to police the regulations,
The average driver knows that a patrolman
is on the job when he sees or hears the
vehicle and looks through his rear-vision
mirror. If the motorist has any intention
of breaking the regulations, he is going
to keep an eye on the mirror. The police
know only too well the difficulty of catch-
ing up with a speeding motorist. The Pat-
rolman has been spotted through the
rear-vision mirror and only on an odd
occasion is a driver so far asleep as to be
caught and booked for speeding. At night,
when the motorist is not able to see the
Patrolman, he slows up when a light comes
in view, because he does not know. How-
ever, the patrolman has the utmost diffi-
culty in catching traffic offenders.

I believe that, in the other States, a
camera is used to detect motorists who may
be committing a breach of the traffic regu-
lations. A photograph is taken of the
vehicle and the number, and the man is
booked for the offence, and the police pro-
duce the film as proof of the
offence. The motorist is convicted on that
evidence. He must be, because it is still
in operation and I have not heard of any
appeal that has been successful. If this
system has given results in the Eastern
States, the Minister might well consider
having investigations made and, if found
suitable, having it adopted by the Traffic
Branch here.

Mr. Oliver: Where did you get that in-
formation?

Mr. YATES: I read it in an Eastern
States newspaper a few months ago.

Mr. Oliver: What remedy against the
traffic policeman has the motorist if he
was not speeding?

Mr. YATES: If the patrolman tells the
court that be followed the offender for a
certain distance at a certain speed, and
produces the film, his evidence is believed.
If the magistrate were not prepared to
believe the policeman, that man should not
be in the Force. I believe in the integrity
of the police and I should say that in
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred the
police are right. On occasion a constable
might err, but I do not think he would
deiberately swear that a man had been
speeding unless it were so. In those cir-
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curustances, it would be very difficult for
a magistrate to give a decision against a
traffic constable. of course, if the accused
had witnesses and the weight of evidence
was against the police, the magistrate
might decide that the constable had made
an error of judgment and give the accused
the benefit of the doubt.

Mr. Oliver: Do you consider that the
Police should have control of all traffic
throughout the State?

Mr. YATES: Not at present, because they
find it most difficult to deal with the traffic
now under their control.

Mr. Oliver: Do they exercise any control
outside the metropolitan area?

Mr. YATES: I believe they do in some
areas. In Kalgoorlie and Boulder, as the
hon. member knows, traffic is controlled
by the local authorities. The Kalgoorlie
Municipal Council has a traffic inspector
who drives around in a car. At one time
he had an assistant, but I am not sure
whether he has one now. Boulder has had
inspectors, and the Kalgoorlie Road Board
also has an inspector. Then the Mundar-
ing Road Board has a man on the road
to catch motorists who speed through the
township. I have heard some nasty
stories about the activities of that gentle-
man. Very few motorists speed through
Mundaring, not through fear of breaching
the regulations, but because there is a risk
of their being charged with speeding when
they were doing only 30 miles an hour. I
would not say that the individual inspector
is always infallible. Re might be imbued
with enthusiasm for his job, and think that
a motorist doing only 35 miles an hour
was actually speeding at 45 miles. The
local authorities should be told that such
a man is not suitable to hold the position
of traffic inspector.

If the police were able to control traffic
throughout the State, conditions would be
better because there would be uniformity
of control. Another advantage would be
that the traffic police employed would have
graduated from the central school and
would have first-hand knowledge of traffic
requirements in the city. Wherever they
went, they would bring to bear on their
work a full knowledge of the traffic regu-
lations, which would be an advantage com-
pared with separate authorities having
laws suitable to their particular part of
the State. So I think it would be a good
thing if State-wide police control of traffic
could be intrgduced.

The Traffic Branch in Perth is housed in
a totally inadequate building. The ques-
tion of the housing of this branch has been
a problem for many years. I remember
when it was quartered in a small building
in Francis-street, and previous to that it
was located at the rear of the stables in
the police yard, Roe-street. Then it was
moved to a temporary building in James-
street, and it has been there ever since,
though two or three houses on nearby

blacks have been acquired to provide addi-
tional accommodation. These buildings
have been altered at huge expense in an
endeavour to make them habitable for the
branch. Consequently, after a period of
more than 20 years, the accommodation
for the branch is totally inadequate and
totally unsuitable for the work it is doing,
and it is located in an area quite unsuit-
able for its activities.

It is a farce to have the huge congestion
that occurs in James-street day after day
when individuals desiring a driver's license
have to start on their test in a heavily-
congested street. This, together with the
fact that the applicant has a constable
seated alongside him, would not add to his
confidence. Frequently beginners who are
quite good lose confidence the moment
they leave the kerb outside the Traffic
Branch. mainly because of the bad area,
the slope of the bill and other factors
which mitigate against them. The Traffic
Branch should be out of the city alto-
gether. Some three years ago I advocated
in this Chamber the splitting up of the
branch. We have a couple of acres of
ground at the Victoria Park police station
where a modern traffic department could
be established to cater for the needs of
the traffic south of the river. Traffic
from that area would not need to go into
the city to do business with the Traffic
Branch. The remainder of the work
could be done at a new Traffic Depart-
ment established somewhere west of the
city. It could cater for the needs of
people as far away as Cottesloe.

If the department did not favour that
suggestion it could consider taking over
Girdlestone School for the police depart-
ment, visual education, and one or two
other departments that could easily be
housed there. it contains adequate facili-
ties in the yard for vehicles coming in
for inspection. They would be right off
the road. The building has plenty of
space with the big hall in the centre
and various classrooms. Not much money
would need to be spent on making altera-
tions. It would be an ideal position for
a central traffic authority if the Govern-
ment did not want to split it into two
groups. It is agreed by the education
authorities that the area in James-street
is not suitable for a school. It probably
was 30 years ago, but with the growth
made in the metropolitan area it has
been hemmed in so that it is in a bad
position for the pupils because of the
noise of the traffic and the railways, and
it is increasingly dangerous for small
children to go there. The building, also,
has become outmoded. If members com-
pare it with the East Perth girls' school
they will understand what I mean. it is
time the Education Department built
another school in a different locality.

Mr. J. Hegney: Has the Education De-
partment any other site for a boys' school?
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Mr. YATES: I would build a school
right away from that area. The hon.
member knows as well as I do the dangers
confronting children coming into the city.

Mr. J. Hegney: I think children are
better road-minded than many adults.

Mr. YATES: Only because they are
taught to be. That comes about from the
excellent co-operation of the Traffice De-
partment and its placing of danger signs
near every school. A motorist knows that
if he speeds after passing one of those
signals he is liable if he hits a child. In
the' areas where the traffice is very
dangerous the poliee have a constable
stationed morning and evening to give
the children the right-of-way. The road
outside the Hurlinghani hotel is policed,
a constable is stationed at the Mint-
street school, and the same thing applies
elsewvhere. As a result, certain of the
department's manpower is not available
for other traffic work. The time has
come when we should decide on a central
area for the Traffic Department. if the
Government took over the school it could
do away with the right-Of-way between
the school and the present police build-
ings.

This brings me to a question of mine
in the House last week when I asked the
Minister what was the total strength of
the police force today; the strength of
the Perth branch of the C.I.B.; whether
he was aware of the overcrowded condi-
tions in the Perth Police Court, and finally
what did the Government intend to do
about these things? The answer to my
first question was that the present strength
of the police force is 871-an all time
record-yet we are clamouring for more
recruits. What have we done to accom-
modate these additional members of the
force? Nothing!

The accommodation at the Perth cen-
tral court is the same as it was Wkhen the
building was first constructed, and the
C.I.B. which originally had a strength of
five men has today, according to the
Minister, a strength of 59. How is it
possible for these men to give efficient
service when they are cluttered up in an
old building? It is a most forbidding place.
To get to the C.I.B. one has to go upstairs
and along a musty passage, and then
into a, room for the purpose of laying a
complaint. That room is filled with old
records. There is no privacy there. If
a person wants to speak privately with
a police officer, he cannot do so. If a
detective wants to question a suspected
criminal he often has to wait until
another detective has finished using a
room before he can carry out his inter-
rogation.

If we want an efficient police force and
traffic department we must set their home
in order and make them happy in their
surroundings. We find that unions

throughout the country have been not
only active but successful in gaining
amenities for their members. The police
always seem to come last because they
are in uniform and there is a disciplin-
ary control over them that does not an-
ply to workers in industry. The member
for Fremantle knows that a canteen was
erected on the wharf for the men work-
ing there. The Tramway Department is
resuming 46 homes in East Perth in order
to extend the carbarn, and it has resumed
a big business for the purpose of erect-
ing a canteen for its workers. If these
things can be done for other people they
can be done for the members of the
Police Force.

The Premier: I think we are doing a
fair bit for the Police Force.

Mr. YATES: Perhaps so. but nothing
much has been done to provide accom-
modation for the additional members.

Mr. Oliver: What do you think of the
Victorian police?

Mr. YATES: I was in the Victorian
Traffic Department last year, and went
right through the traffic control there.
That department has spacious grounds
into which vehicles can drive. There is
no congestion. Hundreds of vehicles can
be handled there. It is amazing to see
what has been done there for traffic con-
trol generally.

The answer to my next question was
that the Minister was aware of the over-
crowded conditions, In answer to ques-
tion No. 4, he said that arrangements had
been made for the alteration of premises.
used as police barracks, to enable them to
be utilised as office accommodation for
the Police Department's staff. That
means that the probationary constables
lose something. For years past the young
men entering the Police Force have had
the opportunity of boarding at the police
barracks where they are righlt on the job.
Many of these men come from country
centres. I do not know what provision
has been made for them. Evidently they
have to find their own accommodation.
This will make it still more difficult to
secure the right type of recruit. The Gov-
ernment, is going to make alterations to
the building. That wil] be reasonably
costly, and of a temporary nature but,
like the "Hansard" building here, the
situation will go on indefinitely.

Much has been said by the Minister for
Housing and others about industrial ex-
pansion and the need for industrial build-
ings as well as homes. We need buildings
for Government expansion also. Would
there be much of a public outcr if we
increased the accommodation for the
members of the Force, and the members
of the public who use our police courts,
by erecting a modern building on the
vacant block at the corner of Beaufort
and James-streets? I believe that block
has been kept throughout the years f or
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such a purpose. It might have been the
Intention of previous Governments to
build there before the war. The war has
been over for five years now and we have
added extensively to the Police Force in
that time, but we have done very little
in the way of providing added accom-
modation both in the central Police De-
partment buildings and the Traffic
Branch. The Traffic Branch is over-
loaded with men and, because the build-
ings are not large enough to accommo-
date any more, although we need them.
we capnot have them. Every day the do-
partinent is packed with people wanting
interviews. The surroundings are not
suitable to get the best out of those who
work there. We must, therefore, expect
our traffic administration not to be 100
per cent.

Until the Government considers the
proposal I put up regarding the Perth
Boys' School it will not get the service
it expects from the Traffic Branch. That
brings me to the question of the control
of traffic in peak periods. Pointsmen are
on duty in the city when the traffic is
not heavy, but they leave the central
points at half-past five, and the traffic
then has to look after itself. I suppose
this state of affairs is brought about by
the shorter working week and the shift
finishing half an hour earlier. I1 have
been at the corner of Barrack-street and
St. George's-terrace at 5.40 p.m., and have
seen the congestion due to each line of
traffic trying to make its own way. I
would say that would also be taking place
on the other corners in the city. The
Minister should review the position and
see that we have traffic control until
after the evening traffic has left the city
-at least till six o'clock.

We have congestion on the Causeway.
That will eventually be overcome by the
building of the new Causeway, but it will
be somewhat relieved when we introduce
the buses on the Victoria Park service.
That will permit the department to have
another line of traffic on the Causeway
and will give us three lines of traffic1 two
going the way of the density of traffic and
one the other way. That will mean that
in the morning there will be two lines com-
ing from the Victoria Park side and in
the evening two lines will be going towards
Victoria Park.

That will overcome the problem of the
Causeway traffic for the present, but as
soon as we adopt the three lines of traffic
we will be confronted with congestion in
the city. It is bad enough now, but as soon
as we have two lines coming in during the
morning we will have considerable con-
gestion at Barrack-street. It will be too
fast for the control points to handle and
the traffic will build up in St. George's-
terrace towards Christian Bros. College.
I suggest to the Minister that he has an
inspector, or an officer of the department,
at the St. George's-terrace-Barrack-street

corner the first morning after the intro-
duction of the service to Victoria Park
That officer can watch the position and, if
the traffic is becoming congested, some
method will have to be adopted to over-
come it immediately. We will either have
to break the flow of traffic into the side
streets before it reaches the city or adopt
some other method which the department
might work out.

Another job which the police are called
upon to do-and a vexatious job too-is
that concerning S.P. bookmaking. This
matter should have been cleaned up by
Parliament years ago-the question of
kerbstone bookmakers.

Mr. J. Hegney: What about the Royal
Commission?

Mr. YATES: These people operate on the
street and they are picked up under a very
misused law-the law of obstructing the
traffic. We know only too well that this
is a farce and if ever a law has been abused
in the past, with our cognisance, it is the
law of bookmakers being apprehended
through obstruction of the traffic.

Mr. Cornell: Do you favour the licensing
of S.P. bookmakers?

Mr. YATES: I am in favour of anything
that will overcome the present situation.

Mr. J. Hegney: We had a Royal Corn-
mission into S.P. bookmaking but nothing
has been done.

Mr. YATES: Of course nothing has been
done. I am concerned at the fact that the
police have to go out and arrest S.P. book-
makers, using a law that should not be
used.

Hon. A. K. 0. Hawke: I think the present
Government is afraid to legislate on the
matter.

Mr. YATES: I do not see why it should
be afraid.

Hon. A. R. Q. Hawke: Neither do IL
Mr. YATES: A law such as this should

not be used.
The Premier: There has not been much

legislation from previous Governments.
Mr. YATES: There has been very little

legislation over the past 40 years. I am
not blaming this Government or any other
Government. We, as members, are to
blame. Legislation should be introduced
in the near future.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Only the Govern-
ment can introduce legislation.

Mr. YATES: I admit that but legislation
should be introduced in the near future
either to control the activities of S.P. book-
makers or to give them licenses to operate.
If bookmakers are not to be licensed and
they are to be allowed to carry on breaking
the law, then we should alter the law to
catch them.

The Premier:* Would you do anything
about broadcasting?
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Mr. YATES: 'The matter of broadcasting
is something that can be taken up. In this
State, at any rate, broadcasting has been
controlled to some degree. There is con-
trol over certain racing information.

The Premier: The State has not.
Mr. YATES: Yes, it has. Not all of it,

but certain racing information is held back.
I think one important part of the informa-
tion required by these SP. bookmakers is
the barrier positions. That is never given
by the A.B.C. or by the racing clubs and is
mainly to counter S.F. activities. But they
certainly get that information on the day
of the race.

The Premier: You get nothing else but
racing on Saturdays.

Mr. YATES: Yes, but one has only to
read the newspapers to find full pages de-
vot'?d to racing. Practically every paper.
including the evening and daily papers in
every State of the Commonwealth devotes
pages to racing. This question is not only
applicable to Western Australia. The
reason f or it is that the average person
likes to carry on this form of amusement.
Newspapers cater for the likes of the
people, but it is our job to cater for what
is good for the people. We certainly know
that a city full of S.P. operators is not
good for the morale of the people or for
the ultimate wealth of the country; the
wealth goes into the wrong channels.

Mr. May: What about the racecourses?

Mr. YATES: They are illegal and have
been illegal for years. There, we have the
farce of the Government printing betting
tickets and charging bookmakers 3d. a
ticket to use them. They are authorised
to go out and break the law.

Mr. Fox: What have you done to alter
the law?

Mr. YATES: No more than has the hon.
member, but he has been here longer than
I have.

Mr. Fox: We attempted to alter it.
Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: On two oc-

casions.
Mr. YATES: Not since I have been in

the House. Little has been done to alter
the betting laws in Western Australia over
the last 40 years.

Mr. Marshall: I personally introduced
Bills on three occasions.

Mr. YATES: I do not know anything
about that because I was not here then,
hut the attempts to amend the legisla-
tion have been pretty weak. In any case,
-what I am interested in at the moment is
the Police Force having to be used as a
scapegoat in picking up these S.P. opera-
tors for breaking a law that should not be
used. Evidently that law is applicable only
to bookmakers. I do not know who else it
was made for because for every 1.000
eases of bookmakers Picked up on these
charges, there is about one ordinary per-

son on a charge of obstructing the traffic.
It is out of all proportion. Every evening
when one goes down Hay-street, one can
see a line of people waiting to go into
the pictures. On a Sunday evening the
line even extends down into Barrack-
street. I have even seen the police stand-
ing in a group of three or four on a cor-
ner waiting to change their shifts. They
are breaking the law because they are
causing congestion, Any two people who
are standing together with one person
handing a book to the other, are breaking
the law. Yet we have this farce of book-
makers being picked up on such a charge.

Mr. J, Hegney: All this was investigated
by Mr. McLean two years ago. He made
a report to the Government which you
support but nothing has been done about
it.

Mr. YATES: If I were Minister for
Police, or some other Minister, I could
probably introduce a Bill to amend the
law, but I have not the power to intro-
duce a Bill such as this. IHow far dues
the hon. member think a private mem-
ber's Bill would go?

Mr. J. Hegney: It would not be a charge
on the Crown.

Mr. YATES: I would be placing an ex-
penditure on the realm and the Bill
would not be in order. Therefore, it would
not be possible for a private member to
introduce a Bill of this nature.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The hon. mem-
ber might be able to get the Minister for
Health to introduce one.

Mr. YATES: This difficulty is not con-
fined only to the city. It occurs in the
country centres too. Look at Kalgoorlie!
The member for Kalgoorlie could tell us
of many cases up there. It has even got
to the stage where the men know the
days they are to be picked up, and that
sort of thing has been going on for-*some
time. They have their stooges waiting for
the policemen to come round to take them
in a car to the Police station. They are
finding it difficult now to get men whom
they consider "clean skins'. If a man has
had a previous conviction on the same
charge, then he is fined a larger amount
and if he keeps on coming up before the
magistrate, he is eventually gaoled. These
S.F. operators are finding it difficult to
get men without previous records be-
cause so many of them are being picked
up on this charge. Does any member ever
hear of the names of the big men in the
city being mentioned in the court for S.F.
bookmaking?

Hon. A. A. MA. Coverley: Who are they?
Mr. YATES: The hon. member knows

as well as I do.
Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: I am asking

for information.
Mr. YATES: The hon. member knows

of all the big operators in the city. They
are known to all members in this Chain-
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ber and they could be counted on the
fingers of one hand. They have been
operating for years and during the war
most of them had more than one phone.
That was at a time when people could
not get phones and yet these people had
several of them, and used them. If they
are allowed to operate like this they will
continue to keep operating. It is up to
the Government of the day to do some-
thing about the matter.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is a private industry.
Mr. YATES: I have gone a little further

than I intended but that was because of all
the interjections. I wanted to bring be-
fore the Minister for Police a few of my
thoughts about the activities of the Traffic
Department. I have nothing personal
against any of the members of the Force
and their work Is of a high standard. The
Police Department is battling with many
difficulties and we want it to be as efficient
as posible. I have put forward ideas which
I think would be of assistance to the Farce
in gaining greater efficiency, especially in
the control of traffic in the metropolitan
area.

Progress reported till a later stage of the
sitting.

BILLS (4)-RETURNED.
I. Constitution Acts Amendment (No.

4).
2, Welshpool-Bassendean Railway.
3, Bassendean Marshalling Yards.
4, Perth Town Hall.

Without amendment.

BILL-PHVSIOTHERAPISTS.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendments Nos. 1. 2, 3. 4 and 9.

BILL-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

(No. 2).
Council's Amendments.

Schedule of 40 amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Chief Sec-

retary in charge of the Bill.
No. 1, Clause 4. page 2:- Delete all the

words after the word "by" In line 7, down to
and including the word "six" in line 24,
and substitute the following:-

(a) inserting after the word "1pre-
mises" where first occurring in line
5 of the definition of "shared
accommodation" the words "in-
cluding premises leased with a
right or license to the use of other
premises or conveniences in the
same building or used in connec-
tion with the enjoyment of the
premises;

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

That differs from the original drafting
although it contains precisely the same
meaning as was in the Bill when it left
this Chamber. However, the Crown Law
Department officers considered the drafting
to be somewhat cumbersome and I shared
that view after consulting the members of
the Law Society, and it was decided that
the words to which I have referred are
desirable.

Hon. A. it. G. H-AXE: I understand the
schedule of amendments is comprehensive,
and some of them no doubt are extremely
important. As far as I am aware, no-one
on this side of the House has a Copy of the
schedule, If we are not to have copies of
amendments before us in black and white,
we are going to be placed at a very serious
disadvantage; one which should not be
imposed upon us. From what I have read
in the newspapers of some of the amend-
ments agreed to by the Legislative Council,
I think all or most members on this side
would oppose them very strongly. If we do
not know where we are and have to rely
only (in what the Minister says, I think
too much is being asked of us. I have no
doubt whatever that the Minister would
put forward the point of view that he
believes to be right in the circumstances,
but we should not be expected to accept
the Minister's say-so on each and every
amendment because, if we had the
amendments in front of us and had
some opportunity of studying them, our
interpretation of some might be sub-
stantially different from the Minister's
interpretation. Therefore it seems to me
that if the Premier Is anxious to make
progress with this matter, and I anm sure
he is, it would be much faster in the
long run if some quicker arrangement
could be made to supply some members
on this side, and possibly some on the
other side who are vitally interested in
this matter, with some of the amend-
ments.

Mr. GRAHAM: I agree with the senti-
ments expressed by the member for Nor-
tham. Perhaps to some extent I have
an advantage over other members, having
been down in another place during most
of the time when the amendments were
submitted. In addition to that. I have
a copy of the Votes and Proceedings for
Thursday and also those for last night.
it is possible that the Minister could
arrange for a certain number of Votes
and Proceedings to be distributed among
members because there was only one
other amendment made this evening and
all the information would be before us.
it it is not possible to arrange for that
to be done, progress might be reported
because another place rose about live
minutes ago and, whatever determina-
tions are made it will be impossible for it
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to appoint managers to meet in confer-
ence tomorrow, and not much time will
be gained.

The matter is exceedingly complicated
and involved because we have a Bill be-
fore us which was amended by a Com-
mittee of this House and to which quite
a number of amendments-about 50, I
think-were made by another place. If
they have to be referred back to the Act
itself so that the provisions may be fol-
lowed, it will be most complicated because
it will actually mean referring to three
or four papers in every instance, and
ev~en then the full significance of the
amendments will not be appreciated. I
should like to hear the Minister in regard
to that, to see whether it is possible for
copies of the Votes and Proceedings of
last Thursday and last night's Minutes
of another place to be distributed or,
alternately, that we postpone further con-
sideration until tomorrow.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Members
are justified in complaining, but the posi-
tion that has arisen is entirely unavoid-
able. There are, of course, the Votes and
Proceedings in existence concerning
Thursday of last week, and yesterday,
and they are equally available to mem-
bers opposite on this side of the House
as they are to me. As a matter of fact
until half an hour ago I was without the
paper which I now hold in my hand. I
have to rely entirely on the Votes and
Pioceedings for the position as it now
stands. The number and the order of
amendments which are in due course to
be submitted to the House are an entirely
different matter from what appears in
the Votes and Proceedings. Without be-
in- sure I take it that the Bill must
have been recommitted several times.

The Minister for Education: Three
times.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am told
three times.

Mr. Graham: The results of two of
the recommittals appear on the Minutes.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The recom-
mittal which has just taken place, al-
though I am not too sure, has beent of
such a nature as to represent drastic
changes made on the two previous Com-
mittee stages.

Mr. Graham: Except that it is very
simple.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
consider it is simple at all. If the hon.
member was handling the Bill I am sure
he would agree that it is a pretty treacher-
ous sort of measure. If we are tolerant
with each other I have no doubt we will
get through. I hope the debate will pro-
ceed. We are approaching the end of the
session and every opportunity should be
taken to deal with these amendments.

Mr. SHEARN: Whilst I appreciate the
Minister's anxiety at this stage to exercise
every expedition in order to close the
session, I find myself in accord with the
sentiments expressed by the Deputy
Leader of the opposition. Prom what I
have learnt there are major amendments
numbering I believe about 50. I regard
it as an astounding situation that a Bill.
containing 17 clauses should have been
recommitted three times in another place,
amendments of such far reaching im-
port as those are. This Bill has been
the subject of a lot of conslderatibn by the
Government over a period of months.
Advice has been sought from various
sources in order that the interests of all
might be properly considered.

I suggest to the Government that in
the circumstances it should stand sub-
stantially by Its Bill and if there is to
be a showdown in the final analysis let
the responsibility for it lie at the proper
door. I speak as one who has some
knowledge of the various implications and
aspects of the Bill, and when it left this
Committee I felt that in the difficult cir-
cumstances the Committee had arrived
at a reasonable decision. The position is
grossly unfair and I support the remarks
of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: it is my in-
tention when dealing with the amend-
ments to disagree with a large number
of them. There certainly will be odd
ones here and there which I think mem-
bers will feel should be agreed to, but
they need not fear that the Committee
is going to collapse in the face of such
a large number of amendments.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I understand it
was originally intended that a confer-
ence should take place tomnorrow morn-
ing. Now that another place has ad-
journed there is no chance of doing that
so what is to prevent us from getting a
copy of the amendments? We cannot
arrange a conference until another place
meets again tomorrow.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I propose to support
the attitude of the member for Northam.
There are over 50 amendments to the Bill
and it has been before another place for
some time. It has been committed and
recommitted and the Bill as it left this
Chamber has been considerably altered.
It Is very difficult to give proper atten-
tion to and follow closely the contents of
the Bill without a copy of the amend-
ments. The Council will not assemble
until tomorrow and, in view of the state-
ments made that some of the amend-
ments may be only a matter of words and
consequential but that there are others
to which the Minister intends to agree.
I feel we would make better progress if
the amendments were printed for our
information.

Progress reported.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1950-51.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting; Mr. Perkins in the Chair.

Vote - Crown Law OffIces, £289,289
(partly considered) :

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [11.68):
There are one or two matters to which I
would like to direct the Minister's attoen-
tion. One is in connection with the erec-
tion of a police station at Bayswater. It
was indicated that this had been approved,
and I merely bring it to the Minister's
attention to let him know that for many
years the local authority has been trying
to have such a station established at
Bayswater. It has been admitted that one
should be established. I understand- that
on the Belmont side approval was given
for the erection of a police station and
tenders 'were called, but I am unaware
whether any tender has been accepted. I
would like the Minister to inform me
'when the work is likely to proceed.
The Belmont district is a very large
one and over the years the police officer
has been on duty all the time. There is
need for a proper police station at Belmont.
Before the session ends I would like to
have the Minister's advice on those two
points.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. u. Abbott-_Mt. Lawley-In reply)
[122.0]: I shall give careful consideration
to the comments that have been made on
these Estimates. The member for Fre-
mantle suggested that more prisoners
should be released on their own bond.
That matter will be considered, but I point
out that it is quite within the jurisdiction
of the judge in fixing the punishment to
allow a prisoner out on bond.

Hon. J. B. Slecinan: You could let a
prisoner out on parole.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A judge
can do that. I have taken some interest
in this matter because I1 believe that if a
prisoner can be reformed, we should give
him what encouragement we can. I have
made inquiries into the practice adopted
in New South Wales, Victoria and South
Australia.

Regarding S.F. betting, this is a most
difficult matter for the police to control.
Every encouragement is given to people
to indulge In betting by the broadcasting
and the newspaper publicity from
day to day and, in the circumstances, the
police are doing a very difficult job in avery efficient manner, to my way of think-
ing.

H-on. J. B. Sleeman: Do you think that
those men should be convicted on a charge
,of obstructing traffic?

(91]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If they
were not obstructing, they could not be
convicted. There have been appeals to
the higher court, and so those people must
have been offending against the law. I
Point out that the police do not adminis-
ter the law; they merely bring accused
persons before the court.

Mr. Yates: Why do not the police arrest
other people who break the law by ob-
structing traffic?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They do
so. Mention was made about discrimina-
tion in the punishment meted out to pris-
oners. Without knowing the whole of the
facts placed before the magistrates-who
have confidential Information, records and
reports which they consider before coming
to a decision-it is difficult for me or any-
one else to compare one sentence with an-
other. To do that, one must have the
full information. I think we must admit
that our British system is the best. It
affords the right of appeal from one court
to another, and I suggest that, so far as
is humanly possible, the law is adminis-
tered fairly and impartially.

Reference has been made to traffic con-
trol. The Commissioner of Police has
intimated that he would like more staff,
but the Government found it impossible
to grant the request. Perth is a large city
and it is difficult to obtain convictions
against motorists, who, by the use of their
rear vision mirrors, are on their guard.

Mr. Styants:, it should be easy.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Uf the hon.

member had the experience possessed by
the traffic police, he would think differ-
ently. I assure him that the police are
doing their utmost to detect breaches of
the traffic laws. The member for South
Perth referred to taxi cars and their
drivers. I shall forward the hon. member's
comments to the Commissioner of Police
for his consideration when he returns from
the Eastern States. The question of erect-
ing a police station at Belmont was men-
tioned by the member for Middle Swan.
The Minister for Works informs me that a
contract has been left for the erection of
that station. It is not known when the
work will be commenced, because in these
days it is uncertain when a contractor will
be able to procure the materials he needs.

I admit that the police buildings are not
all that could be desired and, as Minister
for Police, I would willingly support any
move to obtain better accommodation. I
have been urging the Government to give
greater recognition to police needs, How-
ever, the Mliister for Works and the Min-
ister for Housing are confronted with diff-
culties because every department is press-
ing for more accommodation. The Minister
f or Education says that more schools are
required and the Minister for Health says
more hospitals are required. That is quite
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true. Members of the Opposition will agree
that there is urgent need for more houses.
With the population of the State increasing
at the present rate, it is difficult to obtain
the construction of all the buildings that
are needed.

Mr. Yates: The Police Department must
expand with the increase of population.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
so, but we can only make the best use of
the materials and labour available. By way
of a final remark, I assure the member for
Kalgoorlie that I have done my best to
answer his questions. Details of the varia-
tions in the strength of wine are not kept
because there Is no law governing that.
I have given the hon. member what in-
formation I have. Further In regard to
the statistics of traffic accidents, I In-
formed the hon. member both privately
and in the House that the Acting Com-
missioner had told me it would be a very
laborious task involving the examination of
8.000 files to get the information.

Mr. Styants: It was obtained for me on a
previous occasion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, the
hon. member keeps on telling me that, I
was informed that the officer in charge of
prosecutions at the time referred to by the
hon. member kept a record for his own in-
formation and that record was made avail-
able unofficially. That is not now kept
and that information is not available ex-
cept by the means I have described. I
assure the hon. member that both myself
and the department are most anxious that
all information desired by any member
should be made available.

Vote put and passed.
Votes - Licensing, £3,804; Arbitration

Court, £14,099; Police, £654,388; Fisheries,
£C20,295; State Insurance Office, £E5-agreed
to.

Vote-Medical, £E129,384:

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A, F. G. Cardell-Oliver-Subiaco) E12.12J:
I must apologise to the Committee for
having to keep them for quite a little time
because I have a good many statistics to
submit. I am sorry the hour is so late. I
propose to deal frst with the Medical De-
partment Estimates. The estimated ex-
penditure this year upon subsidies and
maintenance of hospitals is £1,333,840. an
increase of £213.487 over the expenditure
of last year. This is provided in another
item elsewhere in the Estimates. In all,
there are 136 hospitals in the State. of
which 42 are private or religious and 94
are Government hospitals. Of the Gov-
ernment hospitals 61 are conducted by
boards of management appointed by the
Governor, and 33 are managed directly by
the Medical Department. The average
number of patients under care on any day
in Government controlled hospitals is 2,427,
and In private and religious hospitals 1,047.

Of the total number of patients cared
for in Government hospitals for the 12
months ended June, 1950, 37,424 were in
board hospitals and 26.363 were in hospitals
managed directly by the Medical Depart-
ment. The Royal Perth Hospital is a
board hospital with a daily bed average of
508. Princess Margaret Hospital for
children has a daily bed average of 190,
Fremantle Hospital 175, and Kalgoorlie
hospital 144. The other hospitals range in
bed occupation downward to one or two or
even less. The problem of providing hos-
pital accommodation in a State such as
ours, which has a small population spread
over a wide area, Presents serious diffi-
culties, and might be expected to produce
high costs of operation. These costs are
unquestionably high, but are not as high
as they are in the other States for which
statistics are available. The cost per
patient bed in the board hospitals ranges
from 64s. lid, per day at Esperance to
19s. id. at Southern Cross. In Govern-
ment hospitals in country districts the
cost ranges from 114s. per day at Marble
Bar to 24s. 8d. per day at Bunbury.

Generally speaking, the Government
hospitals provide more expensive facilities
than board hospitals, and many of them
are training schools for nurses. The costs
at Royal Perth Hospital-5is. 6d. per day-
and, in a lesser degree, at Princess Mar-
garet Hospital-39s. Id. per day-and Fre-
mantle Hospital-33s. 8d. per day-are so
high because of the provision in these hos-
pitals, especially in Royal Parth, of diag-
nostic facilities of the highest order and
immensely large out-patient attendances.
In 1949-50 out-patient attendances at Royal
Perth Hospital totalled 177,861; at Princess
Margaret Hospital 65,674: and at Fre-
mantle Hospital 31.602. At Royal Perth
Hospital these attendances have risen
since the opening of the new wing by
28 per cent. These costs of hospital main-
tenance are steadily mounting and there
seems to be little or nothing which can be
done to control the increase.

To illustrate the nature and extent of
the increase, I would refer to the cost
of maintaining one patient in a bed for
one day in the year 1943-44. That Year
is chosen because it is the second of
the two basic years which were used by the
Commonwealth for the calculation of hos-
pital benefits-the first of the several
social services related to patients in hos-
pital. The average cost of maintaining a
patient in a hospital for one day in that
year was 15s. 3d. For 1949-50 it was
32s. 4d. per bed per day. These figures were
the average over all of the State. The num-
ber of patient days in public hospitals dur-
ing 1943-44 was 577,000. In 1949-50 there
were 885.855, an increase of 54 per cent.
The additional number of patients, of
course, requires additional staff for their
care-nurses, nursing assistants, cooks
domestics and orderlies. During the same
period hours of work for nurses and other
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staff have decreased from 48 or more, to
40 hours per week. Rates of salaries have
increased very substantially, while paid
Privileges have also greatly increased.

Much has been done during this Gov-
ernment's term of office to increase the
number of nurses and trainees employed,
and to improve the conditions under
which they work. Nurses, who were once
considered to be downtrodden and neg-
lected in the rewards for their most valu-
able service, can now take their place
amongst the highest paid of their sex.
Strenuous efforts, commenced during the
term of the former Government and con-
tinued by this one, have been made to In-
crease the number of trainees. Much suc-
cess has attended the efforts and the pre-
sent condition, though still far from ade-
quate, is much improved. The nursing
staff employed in all the hospitals in
January, 1941, comprised-

Trained nurses .... 322
Nursing assistants ... 163
Trainees ... ... ... .. 663

1,148

At the 30th June. 1950. the comparative
figures were:-

Trained nurses ..
Nursing assistants
Trainees... ..

.... .... 515
321
930

1,766

Mr. Rodoreda called attention to the
state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The in-
trusion of the Commonwealth into the hos-
pital field has had serious adverse effects
upon State finances. Prior to the Hospi-
tal Benefits Act the hospitals set them-
selves to raise as large a proportion as
possible of their costs of running. The
Act required that every hospital should
provide a large proportion of public
ward beds, which are free to the
patient. Prior to the advent of this legis-
lation, 11 per cent. of the total number of
patients paid their way. Last year, the
percentage of patients who paid their way
represented only 6 per cent. Thus, while
the patient days have increased by 54 per
cent., the paying patients have reduced-
actually and relatively.

The Hospital Benefits Act has had an-
other disadvantage for the hospitals and
hence for State finances, because It froze
the rate of charges to patients at the rate
standing in 1943-44. Since that date, the
basic wage has increased from £4 10s. 5d.
to £7 6s. Gd., and we are now faced with
another heavy increase, but the hospital
charges to paying patients can be raised
only with the permission of the Common-
wealth. All these added costs are re-
flected in the subsidies which are drawn

from the funds made available by the
Treasurer and are responsible for the in-
crease, amounting to more than a multi-
plication four times in seven years. The
publicity attendant on the Common-
wealth's hospital benefits scheme - a
scheme which benefits the patient but does
not in any circumstances benefit the hos-
pital-has had the unfortunate effect of
drying up the sources of private generosity.

Assistance has been given in several in-
stances to maintain the operations of pri-
vate hospitals. Notable among these is
"Lucknow," at Claremont, whose threat-
ened closure a year ago gave rise to much
misgiving. Because of arrangements made
this hospital is functioning well. As part
of the departmental policy of improving
the facilities available and maintaining
them at their highest efficiency, an x-ray
engineer has been appointed to the staff
of the department. He has a workshop
in Perth and visits every country hospital
in turn and as required. The appointment
has already produced results of great value.
which will be increasingly evident as time
goes on.

Another endeavour designed towards im-
proving the local efficiency of the hospitals
is the establishment, with Government
support, of a course of training, uniform
with that in other States, In the profes-
sion of hospital management. The course
of theoretical study is supervised by the
Australian Institute of Hospital Adminis-
trators, and extends over three years.
Those who pass their examinations and
have the requisite experience will be en-
titled to admission to the Australian In-
stitute as associates. Those who qualify
but have not the necessary experience will
be issued with a diploma. When they add
experience to theory, they may be pro-
moted to associateship. They receive their
practical training in our hospitals. The
course has been accepted enthusiastically
by members of hospital staffs, and it is
expected that within a few years a field
will be available of men well trained in
the requirepients of hospital administration
who will -add greatly to the efficiency of the
administrative side of the hospitals.

The carrying out of construction work,
including new buildings, improvements
and even substantial renovation, is a mat-
ter of considerable difficulty and often in-
volves long delays. Work which in normal
times might be expected -to occupy six
months or a year is likely to extend over
several times that period. Notwithstand-
ing the difficulties, a very great deal of
progress has been made in improving the
conditions of hospitals, in providing ex-
tensions, and towards the erection of en-
tirely new hospitals. Presently I shall
supply the Committee with a list of works
which have been undertaken, . some of
which have been completed and others are
in progress.
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Of the greatest interest to members will,
no doubt, be the position of the three
coastal regional hospitals, namely at Al-
bany, Bunbury and Geraldton. At each
of these towns a new site has been ac-
quired, the requirements have been care-
fully drawn up-a procedure which in-
valves a great deal more time, considera-
tion and care than is commonly recog-
nised-and the architects are already pre-
paring the sketch plans. On one of them
the Government's principal architect is
engaged, and upon the two others, firms
of private architects are preparing drafts.
These draft plans will be exhaustively
considered by many people having know-
ledge and experience of value in the
planning stage, the objective being to
meet all the requirements of modern
medical and nursing technique, and to
ensure economy in management and in
the energy of the nursing staff. Af ter
draft plans which fully satisfy the ex-
perts have been made, detailed plans and
specifications must be prepared and ten-
ders called, a proceeding which will, of
necessity, occupy several months. The
Government has already indicated its in-
tention to build these hospitals as soon as
the plans are ready.

Other Hospitals: New hospitals are in
course of construction at Lake Grace and
Pinjarra. Sketch plans have been re-
ceived and are under the consideration of
departmental officers for a new hospital
at Meekatharra, and a substantial por-
tion of a new hospital at Carnarvon. New
hospitals are envisaged for Northam and
Denmark because the present collection of
ill-assorted buildings is incapable of be-
ing developed to serve the purposes of
modern hospitals. in the country dis-
tricts, there are several places where it is
felt that expenditure should be limited to
amelioration of present handicaps pend-
ing the building of new hospitals when
conditions permit. The work of improve-
ment, renovation, and, in some cases, en-
largement of hospitals throughout the
State within the term of the present Goy-
ernment makes an impressive picture.

In Perth, the Royal Perth Hospital first
wing was completed and opened, and the
second stage of the new building is In pro-
gress. At King Edward Memorial Hospital
the nurses' quarters will, it is hoped, be
completed within nine Months, and the
sketch plans for hospital extensions to en-
large the accommodation to 200 beds, with
ante-natal accommodation of 26 beds,
have been drawn and are under consid-
eration by the officers concerned in the
Health Department. Additions to the In-
fectious Diseases Hospital for the after-
care of poliomyelitis cases have been com-
pleted at a cost of £21,000. A hot water
bath for therapy is being designed.

At Fremantle Hospital general renova-
tion has .been undertaken and Is proceed-
ing. Plans have been approved for the
construction of a pair of modern operating

theatres in aluminium prefabricate at a
cost estimated at £32,000. The future re-
quirements of Fremantle Hospital have
been determined at 500 beds, of which en-
largement of the present structure to 250
beds is proposed as early as can be achieved,
In the meantime, Captain Hudson's pro-
perty and "Bundi Kudja" private hospital
have been purchased. The latter is being
used as a midwifery hospital at present,
but will be added to the accommodation
for general cases at the Fremantle Hos-
pital as soon as the purchase and adapta-
tion of "Woodside" have been completed.
"Woodside," when adapted, should provide
for 16 maternity beds.

At the Princess Margaret Hospital for
Children additional quarters for staff are
proceeding with substantial Government
assistance. The Golden Age Hotel was pur-
chased by the Government and has been
remodelled and re-equipped for polio-
myelitis after-care. Land has been pur-
chased for a new hospital to be built even-
tually to serve the Arznadale-Kelmseott
area. In the meantime an offer of assist-
ance has been made to the committee for
improvements to their present accommoda-
tion.

The following work has been considered
in relation to the hospitals mentioned, and
an indication is given of the present situa-
tion:

At the Albany General Hospital substan-
tial renovations, provision of hot showers
in the nurses' quarters and patients' bath-
room, provision of new out-patient surgery
and sterilising room, and general improve-
ments to the hospital and nurses' quarters
have been approved. All this work is in
progress and represents an expenditure of
more than £4,000. A temporary ward of
eight beds has been approved, which will
cost more than £2,000.

At the Albany Maternity Hospital con-
siderable improvements have been made
to the labour ward, sterilising rooms, the
hospital generally and the quarters. This
work is well advanced and will cost over
£3,000.

At Beverley Hospital improvements, re-
novations, septic tank and drainage and
the installation of hot water have been
approved on a tender for more than
£22,000.

The Big Bell hospital has been im-
proved by the transfer of staff quarters
from Reedy at a cost of several hundred
pounds.

At Boddington hospital the enclosure of
verandahs with glass. louvres is under
consideration, and further improvements
are likely to be necessary if, as is expected,
a doctor takes up residence there.

At the Boyup Brook hospital improved
sewerage and a proper lavatory block are
being constructed, while improvements to
the kitchen and a new casualty room are
under consideration. The cost already ap-
proved will approach £9,000.
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At Bridgetown hospital improved
drainage, renovations and re-wiring for
electricity will cost more than £3,000,
while a proposal for the provision of a
new block of nurses' quarters is under con-
sideration.

At Broome hospital heavy renovations,
improvements and sewerage works have
been commenced at a cost which is un-
likely to total less than £8,000.

At Bruce Rock hospital new nurses'
Quarters are well advanced at a cost of
nearly £4,000, while repairs and renova-
tions to a cost of £1,150 are being at-
tended to.

At Bunbury Hospital additions of six
beds with x-ray room, sterilising and
utility rooms and new casualty and out-
patient section are under construction at
a cost of £12,500.

At Busselton hospital additions, altera-
tions and renovations to the hospital and
quarters total nearly £8,000.

At Carnarvon hospital improvements
have been made to the domestic quarters
and these will be incorporated in a new
hospital for which sketch plans prepared
by the Principal Architect are under de-
tailed consideration in the department.
After approval of the sketch plans, the
detailed plans will be prepared and
tenders called as quickly as practicable.

At Collie hospital additional quarters, a
new out-patient department, and im-
provements to duty rooms, laundry and
pantry have been nearly completed at a
cost of E12,500. Additional renovations
and lavatories, etc., have been approved
at a cost of £1,400. A new ward of 20
beds is being planned to meet the urgent
requirements for bed accommodation.

The rehabilitation of Coolgardie hospi-
tal is proposed and plans are under con-
sideration for a comprehensive work.

At Corrigin hospital sewerage, general
improvements and additions totalling
£18,388 are well in hand, and, indeed, are,
I understand, nearing completion.

At Cunderdin hospital improved drain-
age and new pan room and internal paint-
ing have been approved and some of the
work has been completed. The cost is in
the region of £3,000.

At Dalwallinu hospital drainage and
sewerage services, and an additional bath-
room for midwifery cases have been ap-
proved at a cost of approximately £4,000.
The drainage and sewerage work is well'
in hand and a tender was let for the mid-
wifery bathroom in January last. A new
kitchen and dining rooms and additions to
the quarters are very necessary and plans
ire being prepared by the Principal Archi-
ect.
At Denmark, as indicated, a new hos-

A1tal is to be built. Essential repairs to
he present structure will be carried out
antil the larger job can be achieved. A
ultable site is being sought elsewhere.

At Derby quarters for an additional
doctor have been completed. Additions to
the hospital and nurses' quarters are in
course of construction.

At Owelligup hospital improvements,
particularly including the installation of
sewerage, a new kitchen and hot water
service, together with enlargements to the
quarters, are nearly completed at a cost
of more than £16,000.

At Esperance hospital improvements to
the drainage and water services at a cost
of more than £300 have been completed,
Renovation and new electric wiring are
proposed immediately and additional land
has been acquired for future extensions to
the hospital.

Geraldton general hospital has, been im-
proved by alterations and renovations
throughout at a cost of £2,500, while a
large adjacent house has been acquired
for additions to the quarters. It is hoped
that these improvements will serve the
purposes of Geraldtou until the new hos-
pital can be constructed.

The Gerald ton maternity hospital has
been improved by renovations, improve-
rnents and additions to the staff quarters
at a cost of about £1,40.

At Onowangerup hospital a hot water
service has been installed and a complete
renovation is proposed, the cost of the two
jobs representing not much short of £2,000.

At Harvey hospital additional quarters,
a hot water service and comprehensive
renovations have been completed at a cost
of £ 3,600.

At Hall's Creek, in conjunction with the
transfer of the township, a new hospital
is proposed at an estimated cost of £18,000.

At Jarrahdale hospital tenders have been
let for a new drainage system to look alter
the disposal of foul water. The cost is
little under £BOO.

At Kalgoorlie general hospital compre-
hensive renovations have been undertaken
at a cost of £4,500; much of the work has
been completed. Improvements have proved
difficult to achieve because of the lack of
tenderers. The shortage of nursing trainees
still persists at Kalgoorlie, resulting in the
continued closure of one ward.

At Katanning hospital alterations to fit
the hospital for service as a training
school and additions to the nurses' quar-
ters have been commenced at a tendered
price of E19,000.

Kellerberrin hospital has benefited by a
new kitchen and staff dining rooms, a new
stove and improvements to the drainage
and the electrical installation at a total
cost of nearly £6,000. A substantial part
of this work has been completed.

At Kojonup hospital a complete review
of requirements has been made. The hos-
pital is lacking In many important features
and the study of the problem now centres
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between the construction of a new hospital
and the substantial improvement of the
existing structure.

At Kondinin hospital a tender for £2,424
has been let for the installation of a hot
water service and improvements to the
drainage,

At Kununoppin hospital alterations to
drainage, septic tank installation, hot
water, etc. were proposed but no satis-
factory tender has been received. An ad-
jacent house was purchased for £1,200 to
provide additional quarters for staff.

Lake Grace receives a new hospital and
nurses' quarters, and the original hos-
pital is being turned to the use of other
staff. The cost of this is to be £85,000.

At Leonora Hospital £12,624 has been
spent in substantial rebuilding by the
transfer of materials from Westonia.

At Manjimnup a hot water service has
been installed and plans are being drawn
for a new midwifery ward, which will re-
lease space to make better provision for
children.

At Marble Bar work is proposed at a
cost of more than £5,000 to replace the
present hospital-white ant eaten and
decrepit-by an up-to-date nursing post.

Margaret River Hospital has been im-
proved by the provision of an out-patient
department, septic service and hot water,
new x-ray and dark rooms, additions to
the Quarters and Improvements to the
drainage, and renovations. The cost is
approaching £12,000. The provision of a
fire service at a cost of £441 has also
been approved.

At Meekatharra we have another dere-
lict hospital, largely constructed of tim-
ber with hessian walls. Plans have been
prepared for a new hospital, which may
be of timber and fibrolite or of aluminiumn
prefabricate.

For Merredin Hospital staff quarters
were transferred from Westonia. A hot
water service, improvements and renova-
tions have been approved and the work
commenced. The expected cost is £7,182.

Improvements to the sewerage and foul
water -disposal at the Moora Hospital
have commenced at a cost of £880, while
renovations and electrical re-wiring are
proposed at heavy cost.

For Morawa. hospital additional quarters
and improvements are desirable and a
tender has now been accepted for £40,740.

At Mount Barker additional quarters
and extensions to the hospital appear to
be necessary to meet the requirements of
the Albany Zone Development Scheme. The
existing hospital is badly designed and
it may prove to be desirable to adapt the
present hospital to the purposes of quar-
ters and construct a new hospital block
on adjacent land which has been acquired.

At Mount Magnet Hospital new stafi
quarters have been provided by the trans-
fer of buildings from Youanimi, and im-~
provements and additions are proposer
from the same source. Tenders have beet
let amounting to almost £8,000.

For Mullewa Hospital new quarters amc
substantial improvements are proposed
Tenders have been called four or fivi
times without success.

Nannup Hospital will be repaired anc
renovated at a cost of £2,300. The instal.
lation of a hot water service has beer
approved and plans are being preparec
for two additional rooms on the quarters

At Narrogin General Hospital tender.
have been let for new quarters costiru
£11,255. A tender has also been acceptec
for comprehensive repairs and renova,
tions costing over £4,000.

At the "Vailima" Maternity Hospital
Narrogin, foul water drainage is beig
installed at a cost of £500.

Norseman Hospital has benefited by
hot water service costing £2,180, an(
additional pan rooms, lavatories and bati
at a cost of £700.

At Northam Hospital more than £20,001
has been spent in the enlargement o
quarters, rebuilding of the kitchen
renovations and improvements to the hos
pital generally and to the quarters. Addi
tional bed accommodation is urgentt:
necessary and plans are being prepare4
for 12 or more beds. The intention, whet
this is possible, is to build an entirel:
new hospital for Northami upon a nei
site and *to use the better portions of tho
existing hospital and the quarters fo
other purposes.

At Pemberton Hospital coznprehensivo
renovations and the installation of a ho
water service have been completed. I
domestics' sitting room, a 2-bed maternit:
ward and new x-ray and dark rooms hay'
been approved. The total cost will h,
nearly £3,000.

The Port Hedland Hospital has beet
renovated.

At the Quairading Hospital rernodellini
of the building has been undertaken an(
almost completed, together with sewer
age and hot water installations. The cos
is about £918,500.

For Three Springs Hospital a tendel
has been let for new quarters at £16,000
arid for general improvements to the hos.
pital a further tender of £25,330 has beer
accepted.

For the Wagin Hospital new x-ray anc
dark rooms, nurses' dining room ant
some out-patients accommodation haVq
been approved and tenders will be callec
as soon as specifications are ready.

At the Williams Hospital a foul watel
drainage system has been approved atz
cost of £840.
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At Wittenoom Gorge a nursing post,
with operating theatre and facilities and
Quarters, is being constructed by the
asbestos company at Government expense.

At the Wongan H-ills Hospital plans are
being prepared for hot water and sewer-
age services. This is a bad hospital which
miust eventually be replaced and land has
been acquired for that purpose.

The Wyalkatchem Hospital is to have
extensions to Its domestic quarters, but
tenders called three times have been un-
successful. A request for additional beds
is being investigated.

At Wyndham new quarters have been
completed for the doctor and substantial
improiements are in hand at the hospital.

Yarloop Hospital has benefited by a
new midwifery ward, new quarters and
renovations. About £ 15,000 has been spent
here,

The York Hospital has received a new
laundry at a cost of £1,300 and renova-
tions have been approved and may have
commenced at an estimated cost of £3,000.

The Native Hospitals in the North have
come recently under the control of the
Medical Department. The buildings
proved to be in ruinous condition and an
undoubted disgrace to the State. Twelve
Nissen huts have been purchased with a,
view to their use as wards at these hos-
pitals and at the Derby Leprosarium. The
huts for Port Hedland, Broome, Derby,
Wyndham, and the Derby Leprosarium,
have been delivered. Substantial adapta-
tion has been approved and the work has
been authorised. The cost will exceed
£42,700. The huts intended for Roebourne
and Onslow native hospitals have only
just arrived at F'remantle and have not
reached their destination yet.

The above recountal may not represent
the whole story, for it is difficult to trace
proposals which are in all stages from
their early requests to completed work.
It does, however, represent a programme
of work which I consider is highly credit-
able to all those concerned, and will an-
prove very greatly the efficiency of our
hospitals.

In the same section-that is the Medi-
cal Department-will be found the cost of
the Child Guidance Clinic, for which pre-
mises were purchased in Newcastle-street
and brought into operation early this year.
The object of the clinic is to provide out-
patient treatment for children suffering
from mal- adjustment, who, it is hoped,
may benefit by treatment to the extent
of recovering from their difficulties and
become normal children. The treatment
available by the Medical Officer in charge,
with his assistant psychologist and social
worker, is much sought by the medical
profession, who refer suitable cases for
attention. I am very pleased that it has
been possible to establish this clinic, of
which I have great hopes.

Dealing with the Health estimates, pro-
vision is made for an expenditure of
£422,823, which is an increase of £75,841
over last year's expenditure. Efficient
health administration is of vital importance
to the community and this is recognised
in the policy of the Government. I have
already given some indication of the tre-
mendous progress made over the past four
years in the planning and development of
our hospital construction programme as
formulated by the Medical Department.

The Health Department's responsibilities
are closely related: they may be described
as those embracing the supervision of all
activities in the development and preserva-
tion of the health of the people. Since this
Government has been in office it has taken
positive steps in this direction. It has re-
cruited additional highly trained medical,
nursing and technical staff for the various
departmental services. It has initiated
measures designed to prevent the spread
of infectious diseases, particularly in re-
spect of tuberculosis, which it is hoped
eventually to wipe out by the joint efforts
of the Commonwealth Government and the
State.

Certain branches of activity have been
extended or enlarged to provide services
to people in the country who do not enjoy
facilities and conditions of the metropolitan
area. One instance of this is the school
dental service. In the past two years the
Government has increased the school den-
tal staff by 200 per cent.; whereas there
was provision for four dentists when the
Government took over, there is now pro-
vision for 12 and a full staff. The policy
of establishing school dentists in the larger
country towns where they will have their
headquarters is being pursued. This will
be the first step of its kind.

In previous years it has been the custom
to examine and treat children under the
age of eight at all large and medium sized
schools, and all children at the very small
schools. This was done approximately
once in four years in the metropolitan area
and once in 10 years in the country. The
policy now is to examine and treat child-
ren under eight at metropolitan schools,
similar age groups at the very large country
schools, children under 10 at medium-sized
country schools and all children at the
small schools. Examinations take place
once every two years, with emphasis on
country work. In order to achieve this
objective, it is necessary to provide the
dentists with fully equipped dental cara-
vans. Already four of these are on the
road and another four have been ordered,
provision for which has been made in the
Estimates.

Progress has also been made in the
school medical service. In the school den-
tal service the policy is to examine and
treat the children. The school medical
service, however, is purely diagnostic and
advisory -and the patient receives treat-
ment by his or her own doctor. Within
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the past year opportunity has been taken
to add staff to this particular service;
appointments which were long overdue.
Three extra doctors and three extra nurses
have been provided, making a total of six
doctors and seven nurses. The Govern-
ment has therefore doubled the staff of
this service.

In the past it has only been possible for
school medical staff to examine children
every 31 to four years. With these addi-
tional appointments it is hoped to examine
children at least every two years and per-
haps more often. The preventive aspect
of the work is most important. The pro-
gress I have mentioned is a further indi-
cation of the Government's desire to im-
prove the health of the community and
extend facilities to the country.

Inf ant health centres continue to do
excellent work. The total number of these
centres and sub-centres in the State is 251.
Ninety-eight are in the metropolitan area
and 153 in the country. Their work com-
bined with that of the correspondence
sister covers infant health in all its aspects
and no mother need be without the advice
of a qualified infant health sister. For the
first time this branch of our health ser-
vice was established last year in the North-
West and on a permanent basis. Corres-

-pondence sisters' visits have also been ex-
tended to that locality and a refresher
course has been established for all infant
health sisters. This important work will
continue to expand and will receive every
encouragement from the Government.

At the outset of my remarks I stated that
the Government had taken measures de-
signed to prevent the spread of infectious
diseases. one of the most serious of these
is diphtheria. If a disease is infectious.
the obvious course is to prevent it by re-
stricting the spread of infection, although
up to the present this has not been pos-
sible *ith poliomyelitis. I am pleased to
say that the incidence of diphtheria re-
mains comparatively low. This disease,
however, is far more common than it need
be and the policy of the department is to
pursue with vigour the immunisatlon of
the child population.

There are other aspects of the control
of infectious diseases that require investi-
gation and research, such as the cause of
stillbirths and their associated infant mor-
tality rate. The Government, therefore,
has appointed a medical officer, who is
stationed in the administrative section of
the Health Department to deal with these
matters.

This State is fortunate in possessing a
well developed tuberculosis service which
is equal to, if not the best in Australi a.
It is not very often that this State can
make such a claim: a situation which has
been brought about by the enthusiasm and
energy of departmental officers, supported
by a Government sympathetic to the needs.

In the control of tuberculosis, the Policy
of the department must be to seek out
the case which is infectious, render him
non-infectious or, if this is not Possible.
train him in methods of preventing the
spread of infection to others. These func-
tions require the provision of a well organ-
ised service for x-raying the chests of large
numbers of members of the community and
also facilities for providing sanatorium
treatment.

The Wooroloo Sanatorium was opened
35 years ago and although its design is not
modern, it is still performing an invalu-
able service because of the excellence of
its medical, nursing and other staff and its
equipment. There is, however, a great
shortage of hospital beds for the treatment
of this disease. In addition to the 244
patients in Wooroloo, there are over 30
beds, largely for surgery, in the Royal
Perth Hospital. There is, however, a wait-
ing list for admission, although this is not
nearly so long as those in other States.
It is estimated that another 200 beds are
required in the form of a chest hospital In
the metropolitan area, the planning of
which is now under consideration.

The Government has recently purchased
a house in Claremont for the use of infants
and young children whose mothers are
either having treatment in the sanatorium
and have no one to care for the children
in their absence, or for the isolation of an
infant while it is receiving vaccination with
B., C. G. (Bacille Oalnette Guerin) against
the disease before it is allowed to return
to a household in which a case exists. This
house has been named "Moriston" as a tri-
bute to Dr. Moriston Davies, a distin-
guished British worker in tuberculosis. As
a preventorium, it will fill an invaluable
function. It is the first home of its kind
to be established in any of the States under
the Commonwealth -State agreement In
connection with the tuberculosis control
campaign.

Some idea of the number of people who
avail themselves of the tuberculosis ser-
vice may be gained from the fact that in
the year ended the 31st December, 1949.
approximately 31,000 persons attended at
the clinic for x-ray and other examina-
tions. Of these 4,000 were referred by
medical Practitioners for an opinion from
the medical staff. In all, 83.200 persons
have been x-rayed at the clinic since it was
opened in May, 1948.

Centres have been established in country
towns including Kalgoorlie, Merredin, Nor-
tham, Narrogin, Albany, Bunbury and
Geraldton and in each of these areas a
local doctor carries out the work of the
department. An extra mobile x-ray unit
has been ordered in addition to the one
already working and should be delivered
early in 1951. With this new unit it Will
be possible to increase the survey work
done in the country.
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It is interesting to note that as a result
of this x-ray work in the community
large numbers of abnormal conditions of
the chest other than tuberculosis are
found, and their successful treatinment is
a valuable advance in the health of the
community, towards which the depart-
ment has the active co-operation of the
medical profession all over the State.
Tuberculosis may also in certain cases be
adequately cared for in a patient's own
home. If the conditions are good and the
patient is co-operative and intelligent,
the case which is Infectious and in which
no further improvement may be expected
from sanatorium treatment is allowed to
leave the sanatorium and continues his
life at home.

The department has a staff of highly
trained sisters, who visit the patients in
their homes and advise them on the pre-
cautions to be taken to prevent the spread
of the disease to others. All of these ac-
tivities are under the Director of
Tuberculosis Control, whose headquarters
are at the Perth Chest Clinic, where the
services of highly trained and qualified
medical men are at the disposal of the pub-
lic without charge.

Discussion of the Problem of tuberculosis
would not be complete without mention of
the new allowances paid by the Common-
wealth Government and of occupational
therapy sponsored by the Tuberculosis
Association of Western Australia. Allow-
ances are sufficiently liberal and no person
in the community should be prevented
from having treatment of the disease for
financial reasons. This measure is one of
the greatest advances yet made in the con-
trol. of the disease. The Idea of occupa-
tional therapy developed at Wooroloo into
the construction of a colony where patients
may live with their families and engage
in appropriate work. As an extension of
the colony, a workshop has been com-
menced in Perth. These activities are
under the control of the Tuberculosis As-
sociation, which in the course of the year
amalgamated with the Wooroloc. colony.
The Government is very grateful for the
assistance of this voluntary organisation
and for its high Ideals..

Finally, and before leaving the subject of
tuberculosis control, I would mention that
all expenditure above the nett State ex-
penditure of £77,000, (1947-48) used in the
treatment and care of tuberculosis suffer-
ers is borne by the Commonwealth. The
estimated total expenditure this Year as
shown in the Estimates is £:225,000. After
Ellowing for certain revenue collections of
),proximamtely £17,000 (received through
workers compensaton, repatriation pay-
nments, etc.) the expenditure to be recouped
ay the Commonwealth to the State will
3e approximately £131,000. These figures,
ogether with the information which I have

Oiven to members, will provide some indica-
ion of the progress and development in
-espeet of the treatment and control of
,uberculosis.

An increasingly important part of the
public health and hospital work is the
laboratory service. The laboratories of the
department are housed in the Royal Perth
Hospital1 and they Perform pathological
work for the hospital as well as for the de-
partment. Advances in medical knowledge
entail an expansion of laboratory service to
assist their application. In a full apprecia-
tion of this, the Government took the
earliest opportunity of expanding this ser-
vice and today there is a vast improvement
on the old and ill-equipped Public Health
Laboratory of three years ago. With new
equipment and a largely increased staff,
the laboratory is making an important
contribution in the skilled treatment of
the Ills which affect the community. Like
other services, however, it is handicapped
to some extent by the difficulty in obtain-
ing experienced, highly trained medical
and technical staffs, but every opportunity
is taken to seek such staff. In these en-
deavours the Government has gone as
far afield as the United Kigndom and al-
ready recruitment has been secured from
that direction. In addition, further lab-
oratory apparatus, which is highly special-
ised and expensive has yet to be obtained.
Provision for this has been made in this
year's Estimates.

Dealing with the question of insect pests
I would like to say that the public has
been for many years extraordinarily tol-
erant and resigned thereto. Flies and
mosquitoes, however, may be the spreaders
of disease and the department regards
insect control as a major responsibility.
Last year it purchased a T. I. F. A. fog
producing machine the object of which is
to spray D.D.T. and other Insecticide over
large areas. It is hoped that this unit
will be effective and advantageous in the
control of Pests. Related to this particu-
lar matter is the question of the eradica-
tion and control of the Argentine ant. If
this is to be tackled seriously it neces-
sarily involves considerable expenditure.

Last year, when an eradication campaign
was visualised, eradication was attempted
In selected areas in an endeavour to see
whether such a campaign would be suc-
cessful over the whole of the infested
areas in the metropolitan area. The re-
suits were disappointing and the cost pro-
hibitive. It was therefore decided to set
aside plans for eradication of the ant in
favour of a campaign for its control. The
idea is to keep down infestation to such
a degree that the ant would not be in
sufficient numbers to cause inconvenience
to householders, and when it is effectively
controlled then to proceed with plans for
eradication. This conforms to procedure
in other countries where the ant has made
its appearance. A successful control cam-
paign depends upon the complete co-
operation of all concerned, namely, the
householder, the local authorities and the
Government. For its part, the Govern-
ment, through the department, will pro-
vide local authorities free of cost with
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power spraying machines and outdoor
D.D.T. for the treatment of all streets,
lanes and vacant land, etc.

The Government will also recoup the
local authorities the wages of men engaged
in spraying up to a maximum of £25 per
week per team. as most local authorities are
already rated to their legal maximum.
Householders will have their responsibilities
in respect of their own property and ar-
rangements have been made to supply them
at cost with D.D.T. spray and poison baits.
The Government is making every effort for
a successful control campaign this summer
and it devolves upon the householders
and local authorities to give their utmost
assistance. Upon results will depend the
future procedure in respect of control
measures and the ultimate eradication of
the pest.

Last year the Government approved of
the appointment of a State Health Coun-
cil consisting of medical experts who offer
advice on matters concerning medical and
allied problems. This council has been
very active and its advice is highly ap-
preciated. Its administrative cost is com-
paratively small and this year will amount
to only £300. All of the doctors who at-
tend do so in an honorary capacity. Those,
I think, are the main items under the
Health Administration for which Parlia-
ment is asked to provide the necessary
expenditure. If members desire further
Information, then I will be pleased to sup-
ply it during the course of the debate.

I now introduce the Estimates of the
mental hospitals. The proposed expendi-
ture this year is £346,193, compared with
an actual expenditure last year of
£316,759, an increase of £29,434. I have
now had the responsibility of the mental
hospitals as Assistant Minister and Min-
ister for three and a half years. During
that period more has been achieved for
the improvement of the hospitals, their
renovation and refurnishing, the improve-
ment of their conditions and towards the
contentment of the staff than was
achieved in any similar period of the
past. More than £200,000 has been spent
or authorised to improve the conditions
for patients and staff.

When I assumed responsibility, build-
ings and furniture were in a bad way, be-
cause of the inevitable neglect of the war
years and a parsimonious departmental
attitude for many years earlier. I early
sought to see what could be done, visit-ing the institutions myself to see condi-
tions as they existed. In the principal
hospital at Claremont conditions were
gloomy indeed. A commencement to-
wards renovation had been made on the
orders of the previous Government, and
this was pursued and encouraged so that
nearly the whole institution has received
attention. Tardy delivery of steel window-
frames and electric conduit delayed work
in two blocks, but that is now receiving

proper attention. More than £;42,000 has
been spent on this programme of renova-
tion and improvement.

The wards were and are grossly over-
crowded. To remedy this, in part, a new
building to house 78 senile women has
been commenced and another block to
accommodate sufferers from tuberculosis,
numbering 75, will be built concurrently
with it. The cost is estimated at £124,000.
These will ease, but by no means relieve,
the overcrowding. A new institution of
300 beds is needed to achieve that, and
a suitable site is being sought whereon to
commence a building to house sub-nor-
mals, whose transfer will greatly relieve
overcrowded conditions at Claremont.

In selecting a site various conditions
must be kept in mind. These are-

Adequacy of area.
Availability of staff.
Suitability of land for cultivation.
Adequacy of water for domestic

and agricultural use.
Availability of electric power.
Schools.

The most difficult of these pre-requisites
is that of staff. Experience shows that
female staff cannot be secured In sufficient
numbers for any institution far removed
from large aggregations of population. A
modern institution only 13 miles from an-
other capital city has not been able to
secure staff during the past 10 to 12 years.
The problem is so positive that it must be
accepted that no institution requiring a
large female staff can be situated more
than 10 miles from the capital. This means
that an institution for female patients can-
not be placed in the country.

Male married staff for a male institution
may be easier to secure if cottages are pro-
vided. Consideration is being given to en-
larging the institution at Whitby Falls,
where a suitable area of good land is avail-
able. Adequate water for the whole year
and every year has not yet been guaran-
teed, but perhaps reticulation from a Gov-
ernment dam will reach there some day.
Meantime, the small institution Is doing
valuable work. The clerical and nursing
staffs have been increased, and their re-
muneration greatly improved. Their reward
is now comparable with that of most States
and is better than the average.

A new kitchen has been approved for
Claremont, which is estimated to cost
£35,000. The present kitchen is incapable
of improvement to the standard desired.
A caterer-dietician was appointed two
years ago to supervise the kitchen and im-
prove the diet. His work has proved to
be of great value. Refrigeration has been
provided by the Lotteries Commission for
every ward, and by the Government In the
butcher's shop and kitchen at a cost of
£3,000. Tenders have been called for new
machinery for the laundry at an estimated
cost of £7,00. Considerable sums, not In-
eluded in the above, have been expended
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in the improvement of amenities, and to
these the Lotteries Commission has gener-
ously contributed. The following items
have all been ordered and many have been
supplied. Those supplied have already had
their effect in raising the level of comfort
for the patients:-

1. Replacement, when practicable,
throughout the hospital of long dining
tables and heavy jarrah chairs by
small tables and tubular steel chairs
(tables to seat six patients).

2. Replacement, where practicable,
of enamel ware dining utensils by
china ware and the provision of new
cutlery.

3. The provision of chairs, easy
chairs, lounges, deck chairs, garden
seats, card tables and the like. These
will add to and replace existing furni-
ture, some of which is old and un-
economical to repair. There will be
emphasis on tubular steel in lieu of
timber construction.

4. Linoleum in every ward, where
necessary.

5. Pictures for walls and new blinds
for windows, where necessary.

6. The provision of a 16 mm. film
projector to take programmes to
to patients who cannot attend In the
main hall.

7. Eight electric floor polishers.
8. Occupational therapy equip-

ment.
9. Large play equipment for child-

ren.
10. Overhauling and tuning pianos.
11. Hairdressing salon for patients.
12. New library.
13. Power mowers to improve

grounds and eliminate drudgery.
In attending to the needs of Claremont,
the requirements of other hospitals under
the control of the Inspector General have
not been overlooked. let me now deal with
supply and shipping.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: We have been wait-
ing f or that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
eight weeks coal strike at the beginning of
the financial year caused a loss of approxi-
mately 9,000 tons of steel products des-
parately needed by the Housing Commis-
sion and industry in this State. Despite
the strike, 41,848 tons of steel products
were shipped to Western Australia, includ-
ing 6,240 tons of piping and 6,862 tons of
galvanised and black sheet iron.

Excluding departmental requests, there
were 411 applications from merchants to
obtain goods and shipping space. The re-
quests covered the whole field of industry,
including industrial and erected agricul-
tural machinery and tractors, particularly

earth moving equipment. Applications for
assistance continue to Increase as the
activities of the department become better
known.

Over 3,400 tons of powdered milk, infant
and invalid foods were given the utmost
priority, sponsored and shipped to Western
Australia. but there continue to be spas-
modic shortages and endeavours are be-
ing made to increase supplies during the
current year. Efforts continue to be made
for further vessels to lift all available steel
for housing requirements, but are hampered
by the congestion at Fremantle caused by
increased arrivals of oversea vessels and
labour shortages. During the year coke
has again been in very short supply from
the Eastern States and had to be sup-
plemented by imports from England and
Holland at greatly increased costs. Sup-
plies of coke will continue to be a subject of
considerable anxiety to local ironmasters.
and Government departments unless more
coking coal is won and made available to
the coke ovens. Dangerous cargoes are
very difficult to arrange, mainly due to the
severe conditions which have to be com-
pied with, and when complied with, are
subject finally to the captain's decision.
Approximately 120,000 tons of general cargo
was sponsored and shipped to the State in
addition to steel shipments. The figures
for outports are:-

Albany-Exports E. S., 4 vessels,
1,993 tons. Imports E.S., 4 vessels
4,154 tons.

Esperance-Imports E. S., 3 vessels,
3,061 tons.

Bunbury-Exports E. S., '18 vessels,
23,208 loads of timber.

Busselton-Exports E. a., *11 vessels,
9,796 loads of timber.

*Of these vessels, 10 part loaded at
Bunbury and Busselton.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Does this depart-
ment do anything in the matter of ship-
ments from London?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes, we
have arranged supplies of coke and other
requirements. I wish to pay a tribute to
the staffs of these departments which have
done excellent work. All that has been
accomplished during the last few years has
been attributable to the energy displayed
by these departments in conjunction with
others.

Mr. RODOREDA: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. ... .. 9
N(5es . ... .. .. 24

Majority against .. . 15
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Mr. Fox
Mr. Girsbam
Mr. Roar
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Read

Ayes.
Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. iSleman,
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Wise

Noes.
Mr. Abbott Mr. Mic~ulloch
Mr. Brand Ur. Melarty
Mrs. Cardel-Ollier Mr. N&Ider
Mr. Cornell Mr. Ntmmo
Mr. Doney Mr. Oliver
Mr. (hayden Mr. Owen
Mr. Griffth Mr. styante
Mr. Rawke Mr. Thorn
Mr. Hearman Mr. Watts
Mr. Hill .Mr. Wild
Mr. Njutchinion Mr. Yates
Mr. Manning Mr. Bovell Tt.

Motion thus negatived.

BON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[1.251: At this early hour in the morning
-I do not wish to keep the Commaittee long,
but I would like to know from the Minis-
ter whether there are any proposals in
hand for the Fremantle Hospital, which
is hopelessy inadequate for the district.
It is not nearly large enough and the
women'a medical ward is a disgrace to the
country. It is something like 80 to 90
years old. Is there any proposal to make
additions to the hospital and provide a
respectable women's medical ward?

A lot has been said on other Estimates
about bags f or super. I want to know from
the Minister what happened with regard
to those bags. Why was not an effort made
to get the bags delivered? If there had
been any industrial trouble and the water-
side workers had been responsible, we
would not have heard the end of it. Was
any effort made by the Government to get
these bags off the boat? It is no good
crying out that the bags have gone. They
could have been taken off by lighters if
the Government had made an attempt to
do so. The bags would have been here
then, and there would have been no com-
plaints about the superphosphate company
not having those bags in which to place
the super.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (Melville) [1.271:
The Premier is expecting a lot if he thinks
his Ministers can make a speech of an
hour's duration and that the Estimates can
then be rushed through without speeches
from anybody else. I think that sort of
conduct is a bit tough. If time is so valu-
able to the Premier, he should insist on his
Ministers cutting their time down and
then the Estimates can go through. If
he thinks that we are going to stand that
sort of treatment and that Ministers can
speak as long as they like and spread
themselves in order to get stuff into "Han-
sard," while we must cut down our remarks
in order to assist him, he has another think
coming. From time to time the Minister
for Supply and Shipping has had the ad-
vantage of publicity designed to show what

excellent work is being done in getting
supplies over here, but things are not all
they seem.

We have been told over and aver again
that there is a shortage of powdered milk
in Western Australia, and I think that is
so. But powdered milk, when it does
arrive here, stays in the sheds at Fremantle
for five or six days. On the last occasion
when attempts were being made to get
powdered milk aver, once it arrived at fle-
mantle there it stayed, and nobody seemed
to worry about it. But if there is a few
minutes' delay In handling cargo, the
waterside workers are blamed for the slow
turn-round of ships and holding up deliv-
ery of goods. But nobody seems to criticise
those responsible for leaving goods on the
wharf once they get here. On the last
occasion when powdered milk arrived, it
stayed in the sheds five days.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Some came in the
other day and I suppose it is still there,
too.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I would not be suir-
prised. Some attention ought to be given
to that matter.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [1.20]: 1
would like the Minister to give us some
indication of when the intermediate ward
is likely to be open again f or the accom-
modation of sick people in the Kalgoorlie
area. That ward has been closed for
4i- to five years, and it was closed because
of shortage of staff. The closure took
place during the war when so many of
our nurses were away with the Armed
Forces and trainees were dufficult to get
because they had enlisted in the ancillary
Defence Forces. I would also like to
mention a case of bureaucratic red tape
which occurred in my electorate in the
last 12 months. The Minister is well
aware of what happened. In South Kal-
goorlie a number of energetic young
women banded together and raised funds,
and got a loan indebtedness to the Gov-
ernment, on which they are paying in-
terest, to establish a kindergarten. They
now have a nice building and grounds.
Immediately they got possession of the
building and opened it, the Commissioner
of Public Health demanded that they be
connected to the deep sewerage scheme
or install aL septic tank. There are 25 in-
fants up to five years of age who use the
kindergarten on five and a half days a
week.

Sanitary conveniences, similar to those
in use in the locality, which is an un-
sewered area, were provided. The nature
of the ground would not allow of a septic
tank installation. Some years ago the
Licensing Court demanded that all hotels
in Kalgoorlie be provided with septic
tanks. As a result they became a public
nuisance. The soil is not sufficiently
porous for the effluent to seep away, so
it had to be pumped out at all hours of
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the night and carted away in a motor
vehicle. That is what would happen if
a septic tank were installed at the kinder-
garten. The Government schools were
not provided with septic tanks. Where
the kindergarten is situated is only one
street away from the sewered area of Kal-
goorle, and the Kalgoorlie Municipal
Council was hopeful of being able to ex-
tend the sewerage scheme within 12
months. Yet, the Commissioner of Pub-
lic Health harassed these women. Even
if they had the money available they
could not have got a contractor to do the
job because the same conditions arose at
the Lamingion kindergarten. Tenders
were called for the installation of a septic
system there, on the orders of the Com-
missioner of Public Health.

I realise that the pan system is an
anachronism and in ordinary circum-
stances I would strongly advocate the
installation of a septic tank as an alter-
native to the deep sewerage and the pan
system. Why these women should have
been singled out when there are some
places of entertainment with sanitary
conveniences right alongside of them, and
not even the necessary Z0ft. away, is a
mystery to me. After much negotiation
with the Minister who, while apparently
sympathetic, did not seem inclined to
issue a definite instruction that the order
to install the septic tank should be held
over until such time as the sewerage went
through, we eventually received an
assurance from the Kalgoorlie Municipal
Council that it would be deep sewering
the area within six months, and the de-
partment then condescended to allow the
order against these women to be held
over. it is no credit to the department
to take an unreasonable attitude. Had
the area been sewered I would say it was
quite right in demanding that the kinder-
garten should be connected to the system
or provided with a septic tank. We are
hopeful that within the next six months
the deep sewerage will go through there
and these women will not need to have a
septic tank installed. I hope the Health
Department will adopt a more reasonable
attitude in any similar cases that might
arise.

MR. MeCTILLOCH (Hannans) (1.371:
I would like to know the attitude of the
Minister with respect to nurses' wages.
Recently the female basic wage was in-
creased from 54 per cent. to 75 per cent.
of the male basic wage. I understand that
several employers in the State Intend to
reduce the margin to bring the wage into
line with the 75 per cent. If the Gov-
ernment does this I am certain we Will be
shorter of nurses than we are now. Kal-
goorlie is short of nurses and if they are
not going to get the benefit of the 75
per cent., together with their present mar-
gin, as other female workers such as those

in the clothing trades and the ones work-
ing under Federal awards will; there will
be a great shortage of nurses. I suppose
the Minister will say that it is the func-
tion of the Arbitration Court to decide this
question, but if it says that the nurses are
to be deprived of some of their present
margin then I fear we will be very short
of them.

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [1.381: I1
want some information from the Minis-
ter as to the progress being made in the
purchase of "Woodside" hospital. As the
member for Fremantle said, we are very
short of hospital accommodation and this
one caters for a wide area-fromn Rocking-
ham to Mosmnan Park. It covers a big
district, and we are extremely short of hos-
pital accommodation. Many patients have
to be sent home earlier than they should
be in order to make room for urgent cases
that are on the waiting list.

I come next to the cargo of bags that
went to the Eastern States. The Minister
has been boosted by almost every other
Minister In the Cabinet ever since she has
been in charge of shipping, but that was
an instance of where she could have done
great service to the State by having that
cargo of bags unloaded at Fremantle. It
Is of no use her saying that no berth was
available because, If the Minister had been
doing her job properly In the interests of
the farmers of the State, the bags could
have been unloaded outside and brought
into Premantle, and that would not have
delayed the ship at all. Those are the
questions I would like the Minister to
answer.

MR. RODOREDA (Pllbara) [1.421:
After listening to Ministers introducing
their Estimates tonight it is beyond my
comprehension why they, who are sup-
Posed to know the activities of their de-
partments, cannot come before this Cham-
ber and in perhaps half -an-hour tell mem-
bers what is going on in their departments.
Instead of that, Ministers read page after
page of typescript that has been prepared
for them by clerks or under-secretaries of
their departments. Surely Ministers of
the Crown should do something better than
that. We do not want rows and rows of
figures.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: All that was just a
Press -statement.

Mr. RODOREDA: That is what It has
now developed into. Private members are
supposed to make speeches without read-
ing typescript and, if they attempted to
read from typed matter, they would be
pulled up short by the Speaker or Chair-
man of Committees. Surely a Minister
should be able to tell members what his or
her department has done in the last 12
months and what it expects to do in the
coming year. Members do not wish to sit
here listening to typescript being read at
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1 or 2 a.m. I am interested in medical
and health matters only insofar as they
refer to the North-West portion of the
State and, whatever Minister is in charge
of the department, those services continue
just as a matter of routine.

On various occasions I have complained
in this Chamber of the paucity of the sub-
sidy paid by the Government to the aerial
medical services. After I had complained
last session the Premier told the House
that he was having aL conference with Mr.
Adkins, secretary of the Pastoralists' Asso-
ciation, who was also secretary of the
Aerial Medical Services, and that they
hoped to reach a decision regarding an
increased subsidy. Of course, nothing was
done. A paltry sum of £1,663 is paid to the
service which, I maintain, deserves more
recognition by the Government as it is
doing a marvellous job for the people of
the outback. The service based on Red-
land covers an enormous area and is bat-
tling along with out-of-date and unsuitable
aircraft.

The doctor at Port Redland flies any-
thing up to four or five hundred miles all
day and every day. He is living on his
nerves to such an extent that life for him
is hardly worth living. Several pilots have
given up the job because they were un-
certain that they would ever be able to
land the planes they had to use. The air-
craft are too small, too slow and are out-
of date. Surely residents of those areas
deserve something better than that from
the Government. They are entitled to the
same medical facilities as are people in the
closely populated areas, because they pay
the same taxes. The doctor based at Port
Hedland has to service Marble Bar, Nulla-
gine. Jigalong Mission and Wittenoom.
Gorge, which has a population of 500
people and is over 200 miles by road from
the nearest doctor. They depend solely on
the Flying Doctor Service.

Mr. Yates: What sort of plane has he?
Mr. RODOREDA: A Fox Moth, or some-

thing of that nature, adapted for this pur-
pose. It is slow, out-of-date and not suffi-
ciently roomy. Surely the Government,
with all the funds at its disposal, could
spare more than £1,600 to subsidise that
service and enable it to operate with decent
aircraft.

Hon. J. 3B. Sleeman: Can the doctor bring
a patient in with him in the aircraft?

Mr. RODOREDA: Yes, it is adapted for
that purpose, but it is inadequate and
out-of-date. I understand that the service
based on the Kiniberleys is kept going by
the charity of philanthropists in Victoria.
Does the Government consider that the
people of the North-West should be depen-
dent upon the charity of persons in an-
other State to keep this medical service
going? I hope the minister will persuade
the Treasurer to give the committee in
charge of this service a substantial grant,

to help its wonderful work. I wish to know
from the Minister when we can expect to
have a doctor established at Wittenooni
Gorge and a hospital built there. There
are 500 people and 70 or 80 children at
that centre, 200 miles by road from the
nearest doctor. Over two years ago, when
the Premier was there, he promised the
people a hospital. As far as I am aware,
we are no nearer to getting that hospital
built.

H-on. F. J. S. Wise: The Minister read
out something about it.

Mr. RODOREDA: If she did, then I did
not hear her.

The Minister for Health: You were not
listening.

Mr. RODOREDA: It is pretty hard to
listen to anybody reading for an hour from
typewritten sheets. I think the Minister
would agree with that. Whether the Min-
ister said something about it or not, I
want a reply to the question. I want to
know what is being done about the hos-
pital at Wittenoom Gorge, and when we
can expect it to be completed. When can
we expect a doctor there?

Just recently the doctor who was at
Onsloxt left on long service leave. His
time may be up because I do not believe
be is going back there, and I want to know
from the Minister how soon the people at
Onslow can expect to have another doctor
stationed at that town. The doctor at Roe-
bourne is supposed to look after the people
at Onslow but he has no aeroplane and has
to drive 200 miles overland to make peri-
odical visits, or visit there when he is re-
quired. I want to know how long that
position is to obtain. I am concerned prin-
cipally, however, with the aerial medical
aspect. I want to see the subsidy increased
by thousands of pounds to enable the con-
cern to function as it should in the inter-
ests of all the people in that portion of
the State.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A. F. G. Cardell-Oliver-Subiaco-in reply)
[1.52]: I will deal firstly with the remarks
of the member for Fremantle concerning
hospitals. The reason why I read my
speech, and for its being so long, is that I
wanted it all to go into "Hansard" because
I know that immediately I finish members
will forget what I said about all the hospi-
tals and other aspects of my departments.
Regarding the Fremantle Hospital. I had
this to say-

General renovation has been under-
taken and is proceeding. Plans have
been approved for the construction
of a pair of modern operating theatres
in aluminium prefabricate at a cost
estimated at £32,000. The future re-
quirements of the Fremantle Hospital
have been determined at 600 beds, of
which enlargement of the present
structure to 250 beds is Proposed as
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early as can be achieved. In the mean-
time, Captain Hudson's property and
"Bundi Kudia" Private Hospital have
been purchased. The latter is being
used as a midwifery hospital at pre-
sent, but will be added to the accom-
modation for general cases at the Fre-
mantle Hospital as soon as the pur-
chase and adaption of "Wood-
side" have been completed. "Wood-
side," when adapted, should provide
for 16 maternity beds.

That deals with the Fremantle Hospital.
The member for Fremantle also mentioned
something about bags but he is under a
misapprehension. I amr not the Minister
for Transport; I am the Minister for Sup-
ply and Shipping and my job is to bring
the ships to Gage Roads. My job is also
to see that the ships are filled as much as
possible. Once they reach Gage Roads, my
job ceases.

Hon. J. B. Sleemian: As soon as they get
to Gage Roads, you have finished?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: As soon
as they get there I have nothing further
to do with them. There is the Harbour
Trust and the Minister for Transport to
handle the matter after that. The ships
go to the berths and are unloaded, but I
have nothing to do with them immediately
they reach these shores,

Hon. J1. Bl. Sleemnan: Then I will have to
ask the Minister representing the Minister
for Transport.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In his
speech, the member for Melville complained
about the Minister taking a long time.
The hon. member often takes a long time
when he is explaining things to this
Chamber and I really do not think he
should attempt to criticise anybody else.
He mentioned powdered milk supplies.
What he said was quite true, but again I
say that that was not my job. A little
while ago there was a ship here with 600
tans of powdered milk but I could not do
anything about it. The milk was there
but it was not the job of my department.
That concerns the Department of Trans-
port, the Fremantle Harbour Trust and the
priority committee who allocate the berths
for the boats. It is their responsibility and
not mine. The member for Melville com-
plained that I often criticise the waterside
workers when goods do not arrive. I was
in Melbourne a short time ago. I went
over there to get some powdered milk and
steel and there was a boat with 1,100 tons
of powdered milk on board-the "Lowana."
The boat was there for 11 days because the
crew would not sail. They did not like
the coal and it all had to be debunkered
and other coal put in its place. That is
another case of where I got the goods but
I could not get them here. I cannot be
sure that the crews will work or that the
waterside workers will work.

The member for Kalgoorlie spoke abou
kindergartens, and to be Quite honest,
think his criticism was a little unfair.
have discussed this question In my office 01
several occasions with the hon. membei
and I have done everything possible.
arranged that the women there should no
be interfered with. I also said that soone:
or later, the sewerage was to go ttirougl
and nothing would be done in the wean
time.

Mr. Styants: They have had two order
served on them to get on with the job.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Never
theless, nothing happened because I sat(
that it had to wait until the sewer ing wen
through; and it has waited. Again, thi
hon, member said that this had been goini
on for over a year and we have beez
sending these messages during that time
This Commissioner of Public Health ha
been on the job only a few months.

Mr. Styants: Then the other Commis
sioner served the notices.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Thi
member for Hannans. said that there wil
be a shortage of nurses. He rightly sali
that I would answer his Query by say
ing that it was -a matter for the Arbitratioi
Court. That is my reply, but I do not thini
there will be a shortage of nurses becaus,
they are better paid today than they hay
ever been. Their wages will go ni
as the cost of living increases ani
that is a matter for the Arbitratioi
Court. A girl in the northern part of th
State gets £10 a week and in other
they get £5 and £ 6. They are much bette
paid today and I agree that they deserve ii

Mr. McCulloch. You are getting bette
paid, too.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Th
member for Fremantle wants to know wha
has been done with "Woodside." The othe
day we did agree to purchase "Woodside
at a cost of £7,000. I believe the Cripple
Children's Society paid £5,500 for it and
could have bought it, some little time agi
for £6,000. However, the opportunity we
missed and the Government will pay £7.00
for it. If it is not sold, it will be resume
at valuation. The bon. member als
wanted to know about bags and I hay
already answered him on that point. Tb
member for Pilbara said that speeche
should not be read, and that we shoul
come to this Chamber and be able to sa
what has gone on in our departments ove
the whole year, quoting statistics and s
on. Yet, within five minutes, the hoi
member did not know what I had rea
from my notes. If be cannot remembe
within five minutes what has been read oi.
on a matter dealing with his own particu
lar electorate, surely he does not expe(
me to remember statistics covering 100 od
hospitals. The hon. member wantedt
know when the doctor left the Easter
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States to go to Onslow. I assure him that
a doctor is on his way from the Eastern
States.

Mr. Rodoreda: That is an assurance, is
it?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes. A
telegram was sent the other day advising
him to come to this State, and he is on his
way,

Mr. Rodoreda: It must have been within
the last 24 hours.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No, it
was three days ago. The hon. member said
there was no doctor at Wittenocin Gorge.
I am fully aware of that, but he also knows
as well as I do that the mine at Wittenoom
Gorge is owned by a rich company, and if
it provides an adequate salary and adver-
tises for a doctor in the Eastern States, I
am certain it can get one.

Mr. Rodoreda: The company has to pro-
vide the doctor?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I did
not say it bad to, but it could do so. Only
the other day I had another request for the
appointment of a doctor but I told the
people making the request to advertise in
the Eastern States and they would get one.
There will be plenty of doctors available
in the early part of next year.

Mr. Rodoreda: Does the Government
provide doctors for Kalgoorlie? What has
the Premier to say to that?

Mr. Styants: And the provision of an
intermediate ward at the Kalgoorlie Gov-
ernment hospital.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I think
I have dealt with all the questions.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I am sorry if the
Minister has to read out all her notes, but
I wonder if she has anything in her little
bag as to when the Old Women's Home is
to be, shifted to Canning Bridge. Pro-
vision for that comes under Subdivision
No. 3.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
very doubtful whether we will move the
Old Women's Home from "Woodbridge"
to Canning Bridge.

Hon, J. B. Sleeman: Not at all?
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Some of

the women may be moved, but not all. The
Canning Bridge home has about 1.50 beds
-and already we have applications for over
300 and therefore it would be impossible
to move all the aged women from "Wood-
bridge." We are trying to provide for all
those who really need to be housed at Can-
ning Bridge.

Hon. J, B. SLEEMAN: I understood from
the Minister's reply that she is going to
shift 250 aged women to Canning Bridge.

The Minister for Health: No.
Hon. J, B. SLEEMAN: I want to know

from the Minister when she will be shift-
ing that number. I also understand that

small cottages are available for elderly
couples, and I want to know when they are
likely to take up residence at Canning
Bridge.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I think
it will be early in the new year, but I did
not say we will mow'-- 250. We will remove
some of the aged women from "Wood-
bridge' to Canning Bridge, and the rest
of the inmates at the institution there will
comprise women who are now in dis tress-
ing circumstances and have no homes.

Mr. Fox: I would like to ask if all the
beds at the new home have been allocated
now?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No,
there have been no actual allocations to
date.

ML., RoDO)RED:A: I want to refer to
Item No. 4, dealing with the payment of
subsidies to the Australian aerial medical
service (flying doctor). The Minister very
carefully sidestepped the main point of my
argument.

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid the bon.
member has missed his chance now, be-
cause the member for Fremantle has been
dealing with an item on the next page.

Mr. RODOREDA: He said Item No. 3.
The CHAIRMAN: I understood him to

say Subdivision No. 3.
Mr. RODOREDA: No, he said item No. 3

dealing with subsidies to doctors and
nurses.

The CHAIRMAN: No, he spoke of Sub-
division No. 3.

Mr. RODOREDA: He distinctly nomin-
ated Item No. 3 dealing with clerks, assist-
ant superintendent, matrons, etc. I fully
understood he was talking on that itemn
and I want to speak on item No. 4.

The Minister f or Education: The member
for Fremantle read out the subdivision be-
f ore he spoke.

Mr. RODOREDA: Apparently there are
two Chairmen of Committees.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Fremantle discussed Subdivision No. 3
on page 1.03, and discussed the item
dealing with clerks and assistant superin-
tendent, matrons, nurses, orderlies, etc..
which he read out to the Committee.

Mr. ROIJOREDA: That is just my bad
luck. I fully understood him to say item
No. 3. Anyway, the Minister did not reply
to the main point that I submitted be-
cause she knows nothing at all about it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Vote Put and passed.
Vo0te-Pu Wic Health, £E422,823:

Mr. RODOREDA: I suppose I will be in
order in talking about public health as en-
visaged by the aerial medical services. I
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have already told the Committee my views
on this and what I have asked of the Gov-
ernment.

The CHAIRMAN: Is tbe hon. member
speaking to any particular item?

Mr, RODOREDA: No, I am speaking to
the whole division.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
have to deal with item No. 1.

Mr. RODOREDA:* Very well, Mr. Chair-
man. I asked the Minister to reply to
some of my representations put forward as
to the subsidy paid by the Government to
the aerial medical services. The Mlinister
ignored my representations altogether, and
spoke on a couple of side issues. I1 hope
the Minister will be able to give me a reply
of some sort to the question I posed. Also,
I would like an expression of opinion from
the Premier as to whether it is the re-
sponsibility of a mining company to pro-
vide a doctor to service a Government hos-
pital, which is being built in a community
of 500 people. This question was the sub-
ject of agreement with the previous Gov-
ernment. The Government was to provide
all the facilities of the townslte, including
schools, police officers, doctors, a hospital,
etc. I am now told by the Minister that
because a wealthy company is running the
mine at Wittenoom Gorge it should provide
a doctor for the town. I want to know
whether the Premier agrees with that.

The PREMIER: I think the policy of
the Government is well known in regard
to medical men in northern areas. Wher-
ever possible, or rather wherever doctors
are stationed, I1 think the hon. member
knows that the Government provides
finance to keep them there. All parts of
the North-West and the Kimberleys are
in the same category in regard to medi-
cal assistance. .In the hon. mem-
ber's electorate a doctor has unfortunately
left. That is giving us concern and we
know how important it is to his area. I
would like to be able to get a man to
take his place and I do not think it will
be long before we are able to do so. So
far as financial assistance is concerned,
when we can get doctors to go into these
northern areas some financial assistance
will be rendered, as has been done in the
past.

Mr. RODOREDA: That is hardly a re-
ply to the question I asked. I want a
reply first in regard to the subsidy paid
to the aerial medical service. The Pre-
mier knows, if the Minister for Health
does not, that I have urged that this
amount be considerably increased during
the last three, four or five years. The
expenses of this service have increased to
a, tremendous proportion but the grant
from the State has not. That is one point
to which I would like a reply. The other
point is whether the Premier agrees with
the Minister for Health that it is the duty

of the mining company to provide a medi-
cal service for the township. The Minis-
ter f or Health said it was the company's
duty and I want to know whether the
Premier agrees with that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Firstly,
I did not say it was the duty of the com-
pany to provide the medical service. What
I said, quite distinctly, was that if they
wanted to they could get a doctor. They
are a wealthy company and if they want
a doctor they can get one. That does
not mean that I said they should get one,
So far as subsidies for doctors are con-
cerned, as the Premier has said, what has
been done in the past will be done in the
future and the doctor that has left Onslow
will be replaced, as I have assured the
hon. member. I have been in touch with
a doctor in the Eastern States and have
telegraphed hinm asking him to come here
for that post.

Mr. RODOREDA: That is still evading
my question. I do not want to know
whether the Government will subsidise the
doctor at Onslow. He is part of the whole
set-up, and if there is a doctor at Onslow
he must be paid his salary. I am not Con-
cerned about that. What I want to know
is whether the Government Is prepared to
increase the subsidy to the aerial medical
service. That is my concern. In the
matter of a doctor for Wittenoom Gorge,
it is not the company that wants a doctor
but the people who are working there-the
women and children, about whom the
Minister for Health is generally so con-
cerned. They are the people who want
the doctor and the hospital.

Mr. Yates: Has the hospital been com-
pleted?

Mr. RODOREDA:. It has not been started
Yet. Two years ago the Premier was there
and he said we must build a hospital there
immediately. He said, "For goodness' sake,
don't build a hotel before a hospital." That
was two Years ago. But a hotel has been
built within six or seven months.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I feel the hon.
member is getting away from this Item,

Mr. RODOREDA: I have been on this
itemn since we started on this division.

The CHAIRMAN: I am allowing the
hon. member a good deal of latitude be-
cause he missed out earlier when the Esti-
mates were being discussed.

Mr. RODOREDA: I am on the same
point on which I started. I am trying to
get a reply from the Government to two
questions I have asked, namely, about the
doctor at Wittenoom Gorge and the sub-
sidy for the aerial medical service.

The Minister for Lands: Do You not
think you need to see a doctor Yourself?

Mr. RODORED)A: There is no necessity
for the Minister for Lands to say that.
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The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that the
hon. member disregard the Minister for
Lands' interjections.

Mr. RODOREDA: That might be a goad
idea, but I would like to get a reply to the
questions I have asked, namely, is the Gov-
ernment prepared to increase the subsidy
to the aerial medical service? And when
can we expect that the citizens of Wit-
tenoom Gorge, which is the biggest settle-
ment north of Carnarvon, will have a doc-
tor?

The PREMIER: If it can be proved to
me that the aerial medical service of the
North is suffering, for lack of finance, I
shall be prepared to give consideration to
making more money available. The hon.
member has said that in his opinion the
subsidy is not sufficient. I am not going
to commit the Government to extra ex-
penditure on the spur of the moment to-
night unless I know it is justified. How-
ever, I can give this promise to the hon.
member, that if he will remind me when
Parliament rises to look at the position, in
regard to the subsidy for the aerial medical
service, and if I consider a further subsidy
is desirable, it will be made available.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Mental Hos pitals and Inebriates,

£3464193; Supply and Shipping, C1,440-
-agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL-THE KAIUI TIMBER COMPANY
LIMWITED AGREEMENT.

Order Discharged.

THE PREMIER (HOn. D, R. MoLarty-
Murray) [2.181: 1 will not detain the
House more than two minutes. Members
have had an opportunity of perusing the
report of the Joint Select Committee on
the Kauri Timber Co. Ltd. Agreement Hill.
This has been available for some time: it
is not a very long report, and I assume most
members have read it. The recommenda-
tions are brief and to the point and are
very easily understood by members. I
would like to say the Government has, -at
the last Cabinet, given consideration to the
report of the Leader of the Opposition, who
was chairman of the Joint Select Com-
mittee, and has adopted recommendations
Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 5. Steps have already been
taken in regard to recommendation No. 6.
This last recommendation says-

That an intensive organisation camn-
paign be instituted by the Forests De-
partment and any other State office
able to contribute with a view to locat-
ing manpower for the mills not operat-
ing to capacity in this State.

We have sent to the migrant depot at Nor-
tham in an endeavour to get men and
wherever possible we have tried to assist

the companies to obtain labour. Recom-
mendations 7 and 8 are consequential.
Recomnmendation No. 9 will be examined.
We agree that the Bill shall not be pro-
ceeded with, which is the first recom-
mendation, and that nio tender submitted
in connection with the Mllyeanup area on
the 30th August last be accepted. Recom-
mendation 3 reads-

That it is desirable immediately to
appoint a Royal Commission to in-
quire into and report upon every
phase of forestry and timber activities
and timber trading in Western Aus-
tralia.

That and the recommendation for the
withdrawal of the Bill are the two most
important recommendations and the Gov-
ernment agrees to adopt them. This being
so I move-

That the Order be discharged.
Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMIENT-SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D). H.. MoLarty-
Murray):- I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 2.15 pm. today.

Question Put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.22 a.m. (Thursday).
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